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ST. MARY’S DIRECTORY 

Vicar:  The Rev’d Simon Dommett    01234 351920 
  The Vicarage, Church Lane 
  Goldington, Bedford, MK41 0AP 
  the.revd.simon@gmail.com 

Associate Priest: 

  The Rev'd Jennie Cappleman   01234 266952 
  jennie.cappleman@yahoo.co.uk  

Curate:  The Rev’d Marcus Ottaviani   07498 843908 
  thecurate.stmarys@gmail.com 

Licensed Readers: 

  Michael Furlong  01234 352134 

  Cathy Sanderson  01234 346889 

Churchwardens: 

  Cathy Sanderson   
  46 Dorsey Drive, BEDFORD, MK42 9FP   01234 346889 

  Colin Last  
  9 Putnoe Street, BEDFORD, MK41 8HU  01234 356261 
   
 

Parochial Church Council  

 Secretary:  

  Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 

 Treasurer: 

  Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

Safeguarding Officer: 
  Sue Lennon  01234 407298 

Environmental Officer: 
  Colin Last  01234 356261, 07749 316165 

Health & Safety Officer: 
  Vacant 

Electoral Roll Officer: 
  John Sheffield  01234 357439 

Church Hall Manager: 
  Geoff Sowerby   01234 403411 
 

Enquiries about baptisms and marriages are always welcome. 

Please contact the Vicar as above. 

Other enquiries should go to the Church Office 

01234 328823 or e-mail office@stmarygoldington.org.uk 
 

Registered Charity No: 1131568 
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A Reader Writes 
  

Recently, I enjoyed a day out meeting up with friends before travelling by 

train to London, having some lunch in Kensington and a few hours exploring 

the Victoria and Albert Museum. It was fair to say that we were a little 

nervous, unsure of the things we once took for granted. However, it did us all 

a power of good and felt refreshed. You may say “so what” and a short time 

ago these things would have been quite unremarkable and ordinary. 
 

However, the past 18 months have been extraordinary, pressured and the 

simple things that gave our lives some meaning and joy were suspended, 

taken away, and limited. Life became a pattern of work, stay at home, shop a 

bit, repeat. We longed to get back to what was “normal”. At the beginning 

many people thought that after a few weeks the crisis would be over. Now we 

know that Covid 19 has changed all our lives forever, as well as our priorities, 

and habits, and, perhaps, we grieve. Yes, I believe that is the right word, for 

what we once knew, understood and accepted. 
 

Hopefully, we have turned a corner and with some caution we can look ahead 

to those things that give us pleasure and purpose.  Although, some things will 

be familiar, meeting friends, sharing and doing ordinary lives together. There 

will also be other aspects of life that will never be same again. Perhaps the 

pandemic with its restrictions, lockdowns and caution will have given us all 

some time and space to think about what is important, or to take on 

something new and to value what we already have. 
 

In the new society we have to re-build we must consider how we care for the 

elderly and the vulnerable; what quality of services needs to be offered. How 

should we value and support young people without setting them impossible 

targets and piling on them our debts? Money is not the only answer, as it can 

be used to disguise complex issues so they look good on the surface. We 

need a new sense of community, of collective action, of doing things together 

for the good of all and not just for ourselves. Self-isolation may be necessary 

to getting us through a time of crisis, but it’s not helpful in solving our 

problems. 
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From the Registers 
 

We welcome those who have been baptised 
 

25
th

 July Leo Palmer 

 

We remember those who have died 

 

27
th

 July  Rose June Brimley  

  

In this time of fracture I believe the Church, as a body and as individual 

Christians, has something unique, different, to offer people. Not clever 

argument and explanation, not other worldly distraction. But we can through 

our day to day actions, words and attitudes reveal Jesus Christ. We can offer 

worship, prayer, mystery and fellowship. Giving space to all people to be still, 

to come to terms with what has happened and to think about our futures, to 

be who and what they are without targets and expectations. 
 

The light at the end of the tunnel may be getting bigger and brighter, but we 

know the effects of this pandemic will be with us for many years to come and 

perhaps overtake us in ways that are unexpected and deeply painful. All we 

can do is to trust God who loves us, and embraces each of us. Hold on to 

what is affirming, ready for the changes and challenges that lie ahead. 
 

Lord for ourselves; 

in living power remake us 

self on the Cross and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, for the future take us; 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
 

Michael 
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OUR HARVEST APPEAL PARTNER  
 
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal is partnering with Tearfund, a Christian 
international development agency, which seeks to meet the needs of some of the most 
vulnerable people around the world. Working alongside local churches and other locally-
based organisations, Tearfund operates in more than 50 countries to help people step into 
their full potential and realise plans for a better future.  
 

Registered Charity No. 265464 (England & Wales) Registered Charity No. SC037624 (Scotland) Only 

Tearfund is registered with the Fundraising Regulator. 



6 

 

Dear friends,  
 

Water is essential. Jesus himself chose the image of water to 
illustrate that through him, God’s inexhaustible love flows freely to 
us. And God’s love flows further, from our lives to the lives of 
others in need, as we pray, care and give.  
 

My Harvest Appeal project this year, Water is Life, works with local 
churches in the DRC, to provide clean, safe water to rural 
communities, where, currently, people encounter the risk of 
preventable diseases such as cholera, from unsafe water.  
 

Water is Life equips church members to reach out extending God’s 
abundant love and bringing the gift of clean water to the local 
community. I invite you to support my Harvest Appeal this year with 
your prayers and generosity.  

+Alan St Albans  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life for many in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) is hard. 
With a history of civil war, 
widespread poverty, and a 
devastating cycle of conflict and 
displacement, communities and 
families struggle every day. With 
more than 70 per cent of the 
population using unsafe drinking 
water, an estimated five million 
people are at risk of cholera every 
year – a waterborne illness that is 
entirely preventable.  

Deborah, a church member, mother 
of four and president of her village 
development committee, says, 
‘Water is the number one problem in 
my community. The distance to the 
closest source is 45 minutes for an 
able man, or more likely an hour for 
the women and children. It is often 
the women and children who have 
the job of collecting water.’  

 

WATER: BRINGS HOPE  

This year’s Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal, 
Water is Life, will bring clean, safe water to 
many more communities in the DRC, bringing 
also transformation to their daily lives and hope 
for the future. 
 

The project Water is Life happens with and 
through the local church. In the DRC, the church 
is highly regarded. By equipping church 
members with transformation training sessions, 
men and women can step into their Godgiven 
potential and become agents of change in their 
local community. As well as overseeing the 
major structural work required to provide clean 
water and improve sanitation, advice and 
support is given to local people to raise 
awareness of good hygiene practices.  
 

Deborah’s community was one of 22 villages to 
receive clean water meaning no one has to walk 
long distances for water anymore. Once the 
work is complete, three distribution lines will 
bring tap stands close to people’s homes. ‘This 
will be good for our children and future 
generations’, Deborah says.  
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A gift of 

£53 
could go towards 

trenching in rocky soil 
for water pipes to 

run along. 

A gift of  

£86 
 could provide 30 
metres of pipe, 

bringing clean water  
to communities like 

Deborah's. 

 

A gift of 

 £260  

could help build  
a 10,000 litre  
water tank. 

 

A gift of 

£2,332  

could cover a quarter 
of the cost of building  

a community  
water station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRANSFORMATIVE  
POWER OF CLEAN WATER  
Your gift to Water is Life will resource more 
work and support of local churches, equipping 
them to bring the transformative power of 
clean water to the communities they serve.      

            Photo: Ruth Towell/Tearfund 

 

SENDING IN YOUR GIFT  
Where possible, participating churches and schools should send their donations (including any 
reclaimed Gift Aid) by BACS transfer – details for this transaction are:  
Bank account no:  20776041  
Sort code no:  20 – 05 – 03 
Payment Ref:  4100101Harvest  
If a BACS transfer is not possible, cheques can still be accepted. Cheques should be made 
payable to St Albans DBF and sent to ‘The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2021’, c/o 
Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE  
 

An individual wishing to give to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal can use the online giving facility on 
the dedicated webpage: www.harvestappeal.org – where indicated our Appeal partner, 
Tearfund, will collect the Gift Aid on these donations.  

 

Harvest Appeal Prayer  

Jesus, source of living water, thank you for the abundance of your love and 
care; to all who are thirsty, you say ‘come and drink’.  
 

Prepare and equip your church as agents of good news to those they serve. 
Give them wisdom and insight, and through their work, let your wonderful love 
be seen and flow to all.  
 

Please bless rural communities in the DRC with clean, safe water. Let their lives 
flourish with good health and hope for the future.  
We pray that through Water is Life, many lives will be changed by your 
transforming love and goodness.  
 

In your name, Lord Jesus,  
 

Amen 
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Whipsnade Tree Cathedral Annual Service 

 
 

Sunday 19th September 

  3pm 

Family friendly service - bring 

your chairs / rug & picnic tea. 

All Welcome - any queries: 

Tree Cathedral Service 
 

Sunday, September 26th 

Parish Communion at 9.30 am 

Everyone welcome 
Please bring your harvest gifts to the service - 

preferably tins and dry goods.  

They will be distributed to local charities. 

Monetary donations are also very welcome and 

will go to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal 

https://anglican.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a47f5026eff04afcd10f4be32&id=c94a261ca7&e=02773f722e
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A Rocha                    Monthly Prayer 

Diary 

Please join us in prayer. We believe that together our individual 

actions and prayers will make a difference as we seek to protect 

and restore the environment around us for the blessing of all our 

communities and to the glory of God. 
 

6 September 
During the Season of Creation (1 September - 4 October), give thanks to our 
Creator God for his wonderful creation. Take the opportunity to enjoy it. Ask him 
to give us wisdom on how we, as those made in his image, can better steward the 
creatures and habitats in his beautiful earth. 
 

13 September 
Give thanks for all the churches across many different denominations that are 
participating in our Eco Church programme. We celebrated the 5th anniversary of 
Eco Church at the start of 2021 and are encouraged by the number of churches 
which continue to sign up month by month. We now have over 3,700 churches 
registered across England and Wales and have issued over 1,200 awards. 
Please pray for these churches as they seek to restore their patch of the 
environment and to reach out to, work with and bless their local community 
through their actions. Please pray for the individuals and teams within these 
churches who are working so passionately to raise awareness and make a 
difference. 
 

20 September 
Please pray for our Churches team - Helen (Church Relations Manager), Sara 
and Lissy (Eco Church Support Officers), Sarah who has been working on our 
Eco Church resources project, and committed volunteers Simon & Elaine (who 
co-ordinate and support the A Rocha UK speaker programme) and David (who 
has supported Eco Church in a number of ways). Please pray for the team as 
they seek to inspire, encourage, support and resource the growing Eco Church 
community. 
 

27 September 
More Christians than ever are recognising that creation care is an integral part of 
Christian mission. Give thanks for the interest in our Wild Christian programme for 
individuals and families, which now has over 3,500 
community members. We have exciting plans to 
develop the programme further and to have community 
members help to shape and lead it. Pray for Jen who 
coordinates Wild Christian and for the right people to 
come forward for the volunteer team so that we can 
expand the programme to connect with, inspire and 

equip more people.. 
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Saturday, September 11th 

9am to 5pm 

This is our annual fundraising event for the Beds and Herts 

Historic churches Trust. The aim is to raise money both for 

the Trust and for the participating churches. Half of every 

cyclist’s and walker’s sponsor money goes to the Trust and 

half goes to St Mary’s.   

There is still just about time for anyone to take part who 

wishes to. Please see Colin Last for details. 

 

To sponsor the cyclists/walkers catch them at church 

(in a covid friendly way). 

Or go online to justgiving.com and search for 

stmarysgoldington where you will find out more 

about what is going on and how to donate. 

 

Details from Colin Last on 07749 316165 or 

 email last555@binternet.com   
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Persisting in prayer for 
‘forgotten’ crises 
  

We have a God who wants us to bring 
everything to him in prayer (Philippians 4:6-
7). However, sometimes it can be difficult 
to know where to begin – or how to keep 
going when the situation feels unchanging 
or too big. Also, how can we talk to God 
about refugees or hunger when sometimes 
we don’t even know the scale of the crisis 

ourselves, due to it being under-reported? 
 

‘For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, 
do not fear; I will help you.’ (Isaiah 41:13) 
 

We do not have to carry the crises of the world alone; God knows, understands 
and cares deeply. We can be assured that God is working to restore all things 
and when we align ourselves with his plan, incredible things can happen. 
 

Pray with us 
  
A prayer activity to try from our latest prayer room. 
 

Five million Venezuelans have made journeys, many by canoe and foot through 
dangerous terrain, to flee the economic and political crisis that’s devastated 
their country. Nearly 2 million of them fled to neighbouring Colombia. 
 

‘It is very, very hard to leave your country and go to another place… it is too 
hard… it is as if a little piece was torn away from you,’ shares Yalitza, who fled 
Venezuela. 
 

Tearfund is working with local churches in Colombia to welcome Venezuelan 
refugees and to help them to rebuild their lives. 
 

For this prayer station you will need a map of the world. 
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 Place your hand over Latin America and pray for safe passage for 
Venezuelan refugees across the region. Ask God to comfort and provide 
for them as they seek refuge. 

 

 Repeat this with other refugee routes, such as the English Channel, Syria 
and Yemen. 

 

Find out more about how you can pray for ‘forgotten’ crises that rarely make 
the news as well as download all of the prayer rooms. 
 

https://tearfund.us5.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=98ca8bb9cb&e=7
d5f2b50b9  
 

A note from... 
  

'We hope that these prayer room ideas will be inspiring and 
helpful for you and your church family. On behalf of the 
people we serve and our staff and local partners, thank you 
for faithfully praying for these important issues which impact 
people living in poverty. We know that prayers are powerful 
and make an incredible difference.' 
Pippa Durn 

        One Voice Team 
 

Pray for the world 
  

Afghanistan is facing rising political instability and violence. Hundreds of 
thousands of people have fled their homes, while schools and other 
essential services have been closed. Pray for peace in the country; pray for 
protection upon vulnerable communities; and pray for strength and 
wisdom for humanitarian organisations like Tearfund who are working in 
the region. 
 

Keep praying for increased rainfall in southern Angola, as it faces its worst 
drought in more than 40 years. The drought is forcing people to travel 
miles for water – which is often unsafe to drink. It has also led to food 
shortages. Pray for provision of food and clean water for communities and 
for an end to this crisis. 

 

Severe flooding has caused landslides in the Rohingya refugee camps in 
Bangladesh, killing at least six people – some of whom were children. 
Thousands of shelters have been destroyed or damaged. Pray that people 

https://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=98ca8bb9cb&e=7d5f2b50b9
https://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=98ca8bb9cb&e=7d5f2b50b9
https://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=98ca8bb9cb&e=7d5f2b50b9
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will be brought to safety and their immediate needs will be met. Lift up 
Tearfund and our partners as we respond and help those affected. 

 

‘Help me to pray about…’ 
 

A narrow escape: preventing human 
trafficking in Nepal 
Human traffickers are preying on 
people living in poverty. Find out how 
one community prevented young girls 
from being trafficked in the midst of 
the coronavirus pandemic and join us 
in praying for people who are still 

being exploited. 
 

 

  

In homage to F J N 

Dunne who has a 

Commonwealth 

War Grave in the 

churchyard 

  R I P Linda Banting   
 

It is with great sadness that we report the death on 10th July of Linda 

Banting who will be remembered by so many at St Mary’s.  
 

Linda and Mervyn arrived in Goldington in 1979 when Mervyn was 

appointed as vicar. It was a time of families and growth at St Mary’s. 

The Bantings had four girls, following the previous incumbent who 

also had four girls and many of our current church members were busy 

raising young families. The vicarage was always full of children 

running in and out. Linda’s style was a relaxed one embracing  

freedom, love and acceptance of everyone just as they were. She was a 

very familiar figure in the community playing a full part in the parish 

and was always involved in the various activities and fêtes at St 

Mary’s. On leaving Goldington the family moved first to Portsmouth, 

then to the Isle of Wight where Mervyn was Archdeacon and finally to 

retirement at Bosham Hoe where they continued their love of sailing 

and the sea with a house right on the edge of Chichester harbour. 
 

We hold all the family in our prayers and especially Mervyn who is 

himself in frail health.  
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Tuesday September 7th at 7.30pm  
 

Luke Larner from St Paul's Church in Bedford will 
give a talk entitled: 
 

'Journey from action to organising, working 

collaboratively for the common good'.  
 

 
It may be held at a venue or via Zoom. This will be confirmed nearer the 

time.  
 

Luke is ordained in the Church of England, and based in the centre of Bedford. He is 

passionate about Jesus and Justice, particularly in the areas of homelessness, peace-
making, and interfaith collaboration. Luke is currently studying for a doctorate in 
Practical Theology, researching with Christians involved in Community Organising 
and is a big fan of Saint Francis. 
   

Saturday 11th September 

  

This will be the 20th anniversary of the terror attacks on The World Trade 
Centre in the USA. 

  

 A meeting is being held entitled: 
 

'What have we learnt/not learnt from that event and its aftermath '  

  

We have been invited to join the Joint meeting with Wymington and 
Wellingborough faith groups.  

  

This will be held at:  Wymington Chapel. Click here for 
details http://www.themeetingplacewymington.co.uk/how-to-reach-us 

   

Proposed timetable 
10.00 am: arrivals refreshments (drinks) 
10.30 am:  start of meeting 
There will be a discussion arising out of a pre-sent paper and input from an 
external speaker (who will be confirmed shortly)                                        

  

Approx 12.30pm: lunch provided by hosts with vegetarian options 

  

Alternatively, the meeting may be held via Zoom (dependent on government 
guidelines at the time) 

   

Transport sharing to be discussed nearer the time 
It would be good to have an idea of how many people would be interested in 
attending. Please register your interest with Peter Gerrish by emailing 

bedfordcounciloffaiths@gmail.com 

 

Registered Charity    No 1104910 

 

http://www.themeetingplacewymington.co.uk/how-to-reach-us
mailto:bedfordcounciloffaiths@gmail.com
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Everybody Welcome 
When asked nearly every church 

will say it is a friendly church, for 

we all have friends at church who 

we enjoy meeting each week.  But 

a friendly church is not the same 

thing as saying your church is a 

place to make friends, for how 

many of us make new friends at 

church each week.  There are 

many reasons for this and we 

need to look at them from the 

outside and not the warm place of 

inside that we find ourselves in to 

understand better. 
 

To help us to understand better 

we are running a course over four 

sessions called ‘Everybody 

Welcome’.  The course is 

designed to help us review our 

attitude to newcomers, learn new 

approaches and identify areas of 

improvement and change.  

The course is for everybody as we 

are all involved in the welcoming 

and befriending process of 

newcomers. 
 

The first meeting will be on 

Saturday 18th September 

from 2.00pm to about 3:30pm 

This will be followed by  

2nd October  

23rd October  

6th November 

We may also consider a set of 

evening sessions as well. 

It would be great if you could 

come to all four sessions, but 

please come to as many as you 

can. 
 

Your input will help others and 

these sessions will help shape the 

future of St Mary’s. 

 

As it says on the tin, ‘Everybody 

Welcome’ - we look forward to 

seeing you soon! 
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“Helping people to help themselves”  
 

 

 

Annual Box-Opening 

Chris Chapman will be collecting 
your boxes this month for the 
annual opening.  
Please leave your boxes in church 
for her to collect. (If she is not 
around then ask a Churchwarden 
to put them in the safe). 
If you cannot come to church 
Chris will be happy to pick up your 
box. 
 

Contact Chris 
on  
01234 342724 
 

Bedford 
Heartfelt thanks go to the 
congregation of St Mary's Church, 
Goldington, Bedford for kindly 
donating starter packs for our 
former rough sleepers moving into 
independent housing during May 
and June. The packs contain items 
such as crockery, glasses, mugs, 
pots, cutlery, kitchen utensils, as 
well as the storage box itself. It 
contains the basics we often take 
for granted - the essentials needed 
when moving to a new home. 
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St Mary’s Chancel  (Date: Between 1895 and 1915) 

 

.St Mary’s Lady Chapel  (Date: July 2021) 
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Spot the Difference 

There are several obvious differences between these two photographs and a few 
minor ones which are harder to see*.  

1. The east wall of the chancel is fully curtained form side to side and behind the 
altar. This appears to cover up the Langdale memorial on the left and the Hatley 
memorial on the right.  

2. The church was lit by oil lamps visible on the left and right hand side in the 
foreground. Although they can’t be seen in the modern photo, the area is now 
obviously lit with electric lights - the switches can be seen! 

3. The altar is now dressed with the Marian Frontal designed by Joan Freeman 
which replaces the heavy Victorian frontal of a different syle. What colours were 
the curtains and frontal, I wonder? 

4. The choir stall leaners have now been removed to other parts of the church 
but the two clergy desks (new at the time) in the foreground, made by Hammer 
& Co and given in memory of the Addington family are still in situ.  

5. We still have the two ‘Bishop’s Chairs’ here on either side of the altar in the 
first photo. One can just be seen on the left of  the sanctuary, the other is now in 
the new part of the church. 

6. The biggest difference is in the area to the left (north) of the picture. The 
modern photo shows a space and the open door to the vestries; in the first 
photo this space is filled with the organ and the pipes can be clearly seen. The 
organ now occupies the organ loft at the west end of the new nave.   

There are other smaller diffferences - a radiator, a banner from St Mary’s 
Bedford, a picture on the wall... 

How can we put a date on the old sepia photo?  

We know it can be no earlier than 1895 which is when the east window depicting 
the Good Shepherd was inserted by the Kenworthy Browne family in memory of 
their mother Elizabeth Browne and by 1915 fine new wooden choir stalls had 
been made by Ted Fisher and donated by the Shuttleworth family. These too are 
in the new organ loft. From what we know it is probably impossible to shorten 
the time frame of twenty years. 

*[If you are reading a paper version of the magazine the print quality on the photographs 
may make it hard to spot some of the changes and we apoplogise for this]. 
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One of the things we’ve all missed for the past eighteen 

months is singing and especially singing our favourite hymns 

and songs but now we can sing again. 

 

 
Now is a wonderful opportunity to really make the most of this 

and sing with our Choir or First Sunday Singers. 

 
 

Why not give them a try? If you just love singing and can hold a 

melody then the First Sunday Singers is for you. This group 

leads the singing of hymns and worship songs and has a happy 

and relaxed approach. Jane Davey would love to hear from you 

and tell you more about them and when they practise. 
 

If you enjoy singing traditional hymns - old and new - and 

anthems, read music reasonably well and delight in harmony 

then singing with the choir would be a good place to start.  We 

are looking for all voice parts. Come along to one of our Friday 

practices to get a feel for what’s involved. Contact Sarah 

Collinson to have a chat. 

 

       Several of our singers are in both groups and we join 

together for special events like the Festival of Carols and other 

major celebrations. Why not join us this Christmas? Again 

details can be had from Sarah Collinson 

secollinson@btinternet.com or Jane Davey jane371@live.co.uk.  

mailto:secollinson@btinternet.com
mailto:jane371@live.co.uk
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However we are now able to meet more freely and many 

would welcome the restarting of physical Bible study groups 
in September, God willing. 
 

No previous experience needed, newcomers and old timers 

wanted equally. 

So look out for the signup sheets in church from September. 
 

Bible study  
chat groups 

Do have a word with any of the ministry team to express 
your interest. 
 

 

 

 

 

We have for a long time been kept in 

isolation from each other due to you 

know what.  Some of our Bible study 

groups stopped meeting preferring to 

meet in person rather than virtually.  Others have continued in 

their virtual meetings. 

 

Maybe now is the time for you to help feed your faith, or explore 

your faith, or share your faith with others from St Mary’s in a 

gentle relaxed way. 

 

You will not be asked to answer anything you don’t want or 

expected to be a Bible wizard or expert. 

Currently there are Monday evening and a Wednesday evening 

group meetings and there could be a daytime/afternoon group 

for those who might hesitate to go out.  Zoom options are also 

available. 
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Back to “Sunday” School 
  

“Back to school” is a phrase that by the end of 

August/beginning of September, most parents are probably 

dreaming of after a long summer holiday! For nursery or 

school-aged children however, it’s an annual opportunity to 

reflect on their progress. 
 

It is also an opportunity for us, at St Mary’s, to reflect on our 

children’s ministry: where it is now and where we want it to be. 
We serve in the children’s ministry because we are passionate 

about sharing the truths of God’s Word with our children. Diddy 

Disciple sessions are not lectures, but an interactive time to 
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discuss and discover God. Our prayer as a church can be that 

our sessions are relevant and engaging for our children to be 

part of and contribute to. 
  

After many years of not having a Sunday School at St Mary’s, I 

am elated to report that it has been launched with flying 

colours! We have a full team of volunteers and have had 8 

children and 5 different families attend so far. There has also 

been a beautiful crossover with the Messy Church events that we 

have held lately with a few of the families attending both 

activities. We pray that attendance numbers will continue to 

increase over the coming months and years for both. 
  

A few questions for you all…..when was the last time you visited 

another church? Maybe you were on holiday….maybe you were 

visiting family? You may remember the nervous feeling of 

walking into a new church? How long has it been since you felt 

lost in a church building? 
Our greatest strength as a church is our love and care to each 

other and our community. Much of our society lives in isolation, 

particularly during these Covid times and it is difficult to know 

when we should or shouldn’t approach someone BUT we can 

easily do this in a Covid-secure way. When we welcome the 

newcomer and treat them as valued guests, we welcome Christ 

himself. And like so much of what 1 John shows us, when we 

love others, we show our love for God. I would ask that we all 

have the newcomer in mind, whether adults or children. 
What does this look like for us all?  
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A four-year old was learning to say the Lord’s Prayer. She was 
reciting it all by herself without help from her mother. She said 
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us some e-mail. 
Amen”.  
 

 

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read, 
“The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out 
of the city, but his wife turned back and was turned to salt.” 
His son asked, “What happened to the flea?” 

 

 

 Smile, say ‘hi’ and let parents know that Diddy Disciples 

is taking place in the Church Hall, should they wish to 

attend 
 Let any new parents and children staying in the service 

know of the ‘Prayer and Play’ area at the back of the 

church (beneath the balcony) should they want to sit 

there 
 There will also be seating available for families to the left 

of the door as you come in 

The last BIG thing we can do is invite any families and children 

from our local area to come along and be part of the Diddy 

Disciples Children’s Church and pray for its continued growth. 
  

Together, we can be a family for families 

  

God Bless 

  

Written by Amanda Ottaviani 
Diddy Disciples Coordinator 
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For many years we have enjoyed being able to buy fairly 

traded goods from the stall run by Andrew and Shelly 

Dennison in the church hall. Sadly Coronavirus put an end to 

that and they cannot currently continue providing this service. 

However St Andrew’s Church also runs a Fairtrade shop on a 

much larger scale and they are still in operation. They will 

welcome any orders and details can be found at 

www.standrewsfairtrade.online or by emailing 

fairtrade@standrewsbedford.org They offer a delivery service 

and can obtain anything in the Traidcraft catalogue. This might 

be food, household goods, toiletries, giftware, toys, clothing 

etc. Do please support them and all the farmers and 

craftspeople whose lives are sustained by fair trading.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Medieval Manuscripts at St Albans 
Abbey 

 

A Joint talk with St Albans Museum 

Dr Christopher de Hamel, 
Expert on Medieval Manuscripts 

Wednesday 1 September, 
7.30-9pm - £15 

In the nave and via Zoom 
More details at 

Medieval Manuscripts at St Albans Abbey 

| St Albans Cathedral 

 

Join us at… 

CRE National 2021  

 12-14 Oct 2021 

Sandown Park, Surrey 
 

Answers to last month’s crossword 
Across 1. Japheth,  4. Taper, 7. Scripture, 8. Tom, 9. Elder, 11. Diarist, 12. St Mary’s Church, 14. Lantern, 17. 
Sahib, 19. Mac, 20. Eternally, 21. Nones, 22. Enabler 

Down 1. Jess, 2. Emperor, 3. Hound, 4. Theta, 5. Patriarch, 6. Rematch, 10. Dominican, 12. Solomon, 13. 

hosanna, 15. Ewers, 16. niece, 18. Buyer 
 

 

http://www.standrewsfairtrade.online/
mailto:fairtrade@standrewsbedford.org
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Event/medieval-manuscripts-de-hamel
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Event/medieval-manuscripts-de-hamel
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St 

Alban's diocese in our prayers 

Wednesday 1 Diocesan Education Centre, 
   Members of the DBE and the Schools Team 

Thursday 2  Cathedral Education Centre 

Friday  3 Luton Luton, St Andrew 

Saturday 4   Luton Luton, St Anne with St Christopher 

Sunday  5   Luton Luton, St Augustine, Limbury 

Monday  6   Luton Luton, St Francis 

Tuesday  7  Luton Luton, St Hugh, Lewsey 

Wednesday 8  Luton All exploring licensed and ordained ministry 

Thursday 9  Luton Luton, St Paul 

Friday  10 Luton Luton, St Saviour 

Saturday 11 Luton Marsh Farm 

Sunday  12  Luton Stopsley, St Thomas 

Monday  13  Luton, Streatley 

Tuesday  14 Luton, Sundon 

Wednesday 15  Luton, Woodside, St Andrew 

Thursday 16 Rickmansworth, Bovingdon 

Friday  17  Rickmansworth, Chipperfield 

Saturday 18  Rickmansworth, Chorleywood, Christ Church 

Sunday  19  Rickmansworth, Chorleywood, St Andrew 

Monday  20  Rickmansworth, Croxley Green, All Saints 

Tuesday  21  Rickmansworth, Croxley Green, St Oswald 

Wednesday 22  Rickmansworth, Mill End and Heronsgate with West Hyde 

Thursday 23  Rickmansworth, Rickmansworth 

Friday  24  Rickmansworth, Sarratt 

Saturday 25  Sharnbrook, Bletsoe 

Sunday  26  Sharnbrook, Bolnhurst 

Monday  27  Sharnbrook, Bromham 

Tuesday  28  Sharnbrook, Carlton with Chellington 

Wednesday 29  Sharnbrook, Clapham 

Thursday 30  Sharnbrook, Colmworth 
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CALENDAR, SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 

Wednesday 1 Giles of Provence, ca 710 
 

Thursday  2 The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 & 1942 
 

Friday 3 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, teacher, 604 
 

Saturday 4 Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester (Oxon), Apostle of Wessex, 650  
 

Sunday 5  FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18) 
 

Monday 6 Allen Gardiner, Founder of the South American Missionary Society, 1851  
 

Wednesday 8 Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Thursday 9 Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest 1880 
 

Sunday 12 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19) 
 

Monday 13 John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, Teacher, 407  
 

Tuesday  14 HOLY CROSS DAY 
  

Wednesday 15 Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258 
 

Thursday 16 Ninian, bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, ca 432 
 

  Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, Tractarian, 1882 
 

Friday 17 Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179 
 

Sunday  19 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20) 
 

Monday 20 John Coleridge Patteson, 

  first Bishop of Melanesia and his Companions, Martyrs, 1871 
 

Tuesday 21 MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST  
 

Wednesday 22 Ember Day 
 

Friday 24 Ember Day 
 

Saturday 25 Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, Spiritual Writer, 1626  

 

  Ember Day  
 

  Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic Reformer, Teacher, 1392  

 

Sunday  26 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21) 
    

Monday 27 Vincent de Paul,  

  Founder of the Congregation of the Mission (Lazarists), 1660 
 

Wednesday 29 MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
   

 30 Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher, 420 
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Parochial Church Council Committees 

 Finance: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
 Pastoral: Chris Jones   01234 959952 
 Property:  Chris Hjelt   01234 402465 
 Publicity: Debbie Richardson  01234 313304  
 Worship: Cathy Sanderson   07870 679699 

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Keyboard: Jane Davey   01234 360851 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
 First Sunday: Vacant     

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Jenny Thompson   01234 216571 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Vacant     
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern    01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 
Sacristans:  Wendy & Bill Roffe  01234 342287 

 Verger:  Antony Collinson    01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker  01234 266425 
 Craft & Chat: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby   01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham    01234 213501 
Men’s Breakfast:  Michael Barker   01234 306139 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson    01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman  01234 342724 
Church Library:  Susan Lane   01234 404970  
First Aid: Kate Groves   07814 264869 
North Bedford Churches Together:  
  Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:  Nesta Gedrych   07708 954462 
Planned Giving: Michael Barker   01234 306139 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 

Traidcraft:  Andrew & Shelly Dennison  01234 217261 

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 
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SUNDAYS 
 

First Sunday of the month only 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 
 

Second Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
    

  

WEEKDAYS 
  
 

Monday to Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 

Every Wednesday 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

 
 
 

 
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 

All our usual morning services have now resumed in line with Covid 

regulations but please see Pews News or our Facebook page for up to date 

information. 

 
St Mary's Church, Goldington.  

Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook 

 

 

 

Editorial Team: Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 

   Christopher Hjelt Brenda Keech 
 

Proofreading: Shelly Dennison      
 

Treasurer:  Mary Cope 
 

Please note that the deadline for the October issue is  

Sunday, 5th September. 

 The deadline for articles to be included in the November issue is  

Sunday, 3rd October. 
 

Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to  

parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the  

editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.   

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 

https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington
https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington

