
   

  

 

Pews News 29th March 

  

Sadly Church buildings remain closed 
but prayer and worship continues a pace 

   

Stewardship Envelopes 
The question has been asked as to what church members should with their 

envelope offerings.  The current restrictions mean that nothing else can be 

done other than to continue to fill them each week and keep them until normal 

services are resumed.  The church has to remain closed so that it is not even 

possible to make use of the wall safe that is there. Perhaps those members 

with bank accounts could change their donation to a monthly standing 

order.  Thankfully many already do this which means the Church has some 



 

income to help pay the bills.  You may be aware that all hall activities have 

ceased meaning that there is no money coming in from this source.  If you are 

interested in changing to a standing order please contact Michael Barker 

(306139) or myself (266425) and the necessary form will be provided. 

RGK  

Christian Aid are asking their supporters to 

put their thinking caps on! 
 

"Many of you may have been planning house-to-house collections and events. 

Under the current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house collections and 

delivery-only collections should not go ahead. In particular, along with many 

churches, events such as Big Brekkies or Lent lunches, where food is shared, 

cannot go ahead. We are looking at alternative ways to virtually meet, share 

and pray with supporters over the coming months in the likely absence of 

physical church services. 

 

We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take part in 

Christian Aid Week in different, creative ways – by post, by text and online that 

strengthen our communities during this challenging time. Christian Aid Week 

is our single-most important fundraiser, so we would welcome your ideas 

on how we can creatively show love for our neighbours at home and 

abroad, as a community." 

 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance  

 



 

 

Don't forget clocks go forward one hour on Saturday night. So don't be 
late to join us for 9:30am worship on Sunday  

Do you need help? 
If you need help with shopping etc please let us know and we will try and help. 

We have a couple of people who have offered to help, but they cannot magic 

shop supplies the shops do not have.  Please call Rev Simon 351920 who will 

put you in touch with them.  

 

Thank you to all who joined and  prayed 

the Lord's prayer on Wednesday at 11am 
   

Prayers 

If you have a prayer request do let me know by phone (Rev Simon 351920) or 

email or letter. Sadly we have been advised not to have the church open for 

private prayers  If you just want a chat or have a concern just give me a call 



 

351920-Simon. 

Daily Prayer 

during self isolation people are being encouraged to set themselves a routine to 

help with metal well-being. 

I would like to encourage you in your prayer routine and maybe encourage you 

to try the routine of Daily Prayer as organised by the Church or England.  You 

can download an App for your phone just search for " Daily Prayer from the 

CofE".  I will be using this each morning at 9am so join me in prayer. 

On a computer the same Daily Prayer can be found at 

"https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer" 

or click here for web link. 

 

  

UK Church Online 
is a resource being out together that you might find helpful-let me know what you 

think. 

  

 

Click for UK Church Online  

 

 

UPDATE FROM HEATHER JOHNSTON 
Dear Simon and all at St Mary's,   

   

I have been meaning to get in touch for a while, but the situation changes almost daily and since I last saw 

you in the UK the entire world has been taken over by events out of all human control with  COVID 19. So 

much information, fact and an overload of ‘fake news’ and emotions are ranging from panic and fear to 

heart-warming stories of selfless kindness! It is such an insane time in our lives and is honestly all rather 

overwhelming. 

However, before I update you with my current news, I must thank God for the most encouraging and 

rewarding time spent visiting my link churches in the UK. It was fabulous visiting friends, old and new, 



 

forging new links, and having the opportunity to share the Rehema story. The timing couldn’t have been 

more perfect. My contemporaries starting home leave now are not so lucky as they enter a very different 

United Kingdom where churches have shut their doors to contain the spread of the virus. I pray they will 

find a way to feedback to their link churches in a positive and encouraging way. Praise the Lord. (Bwana 

asifiwe.) 

 

So where are things now? Much as things have been for you in the UK, and almost everywhere in the 

world, everything has changed so very quickly. 

On 1 March I arrived in South Africa to spend some time with family and friends before I returned to 

Tanzania (via Kenya) at the beginning of April. 

Unsurprisingly, all of that has changed, the first case of corona arrived in South Africa on the 3
rd

 March, a 

National State of Emergency was declared by President Cyril Ramaphosa on 15 March, and yesterday he 

announced a complete lock down for 21 days. We are now at 554 cases. 

The day after the National State of Emergency was declared, CMS suggested I deploy to Tanzania within 

48 hours if my Work Permit and Residence Visa had been approved – they hadn’t, in fact I had discovered 

a couple of days earlier that they had not even started processing the paperwork, so I had a choice of 

remaining in South Africa or quickly returning to the UK, as borders were closing. I chose to remain in 

South Africa with family and I have a tourist visa which expires 30 May 2020. 

Unfortunately, I don’t have very good news to report from Tanzania and the project. The reasons are 

linked to the corona virus, of course, not directly because of health reasons, but instead because our 

client base has been decimated. Volunteer groups that were travelling to Tanzania cancelled their trips. 

The foreign nationals who live in Musoma and environs have all left – instructed to return to their passport 

countries by their organisations. The heart-breaking reality is that without these customers we have next 

to no income. I have had no choice but to close the business temporarily. I am saying until the end of 

June, and I pray that we will see some recovery by July, but I honestly don’t know. 

We are trying to think of other ways of earning an income, possibly still making items of clothing or soft 

toys or purses, etc, for sale, but I realise that times are tough for everyone right around the world. 

Now as the number of cases has shot up to 554 in South Africa, and 12 in Tanzania, we pray earnestly for 

these countries, along with all the others affected. Tanzania reportedly has one of the poorest healthcare 

systems. Social distancing for people that live in such close proximity, sharing bedmats, toilet holes and 

water supply, is almost impossible. Most people in Tanzania do not have hand sanitizer and even 

handwashing with clean water and soap can be difficult for many. In all towns and cities, transport is 

overcrowded with people travelling in every direction. So many live hand-to-mouth and cannot afford to 

stock up on supplies or avoid crowded markets. In large towns and cities, they cannot afford not to work. 

There is a worry about the price of staples going up. 

And you back in the UK, and our friends around the world, all struggling with coronavirus in various 

different ways, you are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Mungu awabariki. God bless you. 

Heather 

 

 
 

  


