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Our Vicar Writes 

Are we nearly there yet? 
 

In our family it is a long standing joke to ask on a journey ‘Are we nearly there 
yet?’  This habit had started when the children were young and easily bored on a 
car journey. They had some reason, for we used to love our holidays in Wales 
which was several hours away from Bedford and then later when we would drive 
to France it was an eleven-hour journey, so we heard the plaintive question 
many times. 

We may all be feeling a bit like that with Covid when looking for an end in sight.  
The regulations have been relaxed but nobody appears to have told the virus 
that its time is up.  Here in Bedford the infection rate is rising and with winter 
approaching….  Well we will see what happens.  At church we will continue to 
encourage safe practices in our activities and relax them when it feels safe to do 
so. 

Over the past months we have been sharing much in Parish and People about 
the progress of our MAP or our Mission Action Plan.  This is a written statement 
of what the whole congregation or family at St Mary’s wants to achieve.  
Because we have been exploring what our MAP looks like during Covid you may 
also be asking ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ 

The answer is ‘yes’ and ‘no’. ‘Yes’ in as much as we have started or taken the first 
step in our plan, and that is to run the Everybody Welcome course for everybody 
in the church to have their input.  We hope and pray that the course will give us 
insights into the next stage of our MAP and that as we put them into action we 
will all become closer to the church we want to be.  That is why it is so important 
that everybody is part of the process for decisions made can affect everybody in 
our congregation. 

Our second step is to have a time away in November as a church to reflect on 
what are the central priorities or important values in our church. Again we look 
forward to as many as possible sharing in this. 

But is that it? ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ the answer is ‘No’, for the MAP process 
is a journey not a destination.  It is not like writing a policy document and signing 
if off as another job done.   

MAP is an ongoing process, where we set our goals and time scales. 

It is a process we all need to be involved in, as we have put out the invitation to 
the whole church. Please keep the process and our people in your prayers, that 
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From the Registers 
 

We welcome those who have been baptised 
 

5
th

 September Amelia-Mae Andrews 
 

We remember those who have died 

 

9
th

 September  Brian Sydney 

we will hear God speaking to us and then through us into his world and his 
community of Goldington. 

Thank you to everybody who has contributed so far, through prayer, through 
attending courses and events and by sharing their thoughts and ideas. 

May God continue to bless us as we seek to bring his blessing to the people of 
Goldington. 

Are we nearly there yet? Probably not, but it is exciting to know we are on the 
way and taking the first steps. 

Simon 

 

Everybody Welcome course:- 

The aim of this training session is to review the whole way the church contacts 
its community. It should help members - by which we mean regular attenders, 
whether or not they are on the electoral roll or other members' list - to see the 
role and purpose of the different aspects of church life more clearly, and to work 
out how their church can make itself more visible and attractive to outsiders. The 
session should help each member of the congregation review and enhance their 
own part in the church's ministry of reaching out to the wider community. 

There are motives for reaching out to the wider community other than that of 
providing pathways for people to join the church - we all share the same 
kingdom imperative to love our neighbours in need however they respond. But 
we should also have confidence in the power of the gospel and the love of the 
Church to attract at least some of our contacts to journey on into the community 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Mölkky – Finnish Skittles game 

I set up this simple game in a far corner of the paddock, in the shade of some trees. The 

game proved popular with children and adults alike. About 15 to 20 of mixed ages strolled 

across to play. However, the minimum recommended age for the game is six years and 

my youngest participant was only 18 months. She also made up her own rules for the 

game and wanted to take some of the skittles away with her. Her mother’s gentle 

persuasion and discreet bribery (did she say ice cream?) solved the problem and other 

children were able to have a go. In essence, the aim of the game is to knock over 

numbered skittles to reach a total  of exactly 50 to win. Most of the children struggled 

with this. But one young mother stepped up to play while her children stood aside to 

watch. She achieved a win equivalent to Hole in One in Golf but her children took this as 

quite natural. “Our Mummy can do ANYTHING”, they declared!  

I thoroughly enjoyed myself with the children and laughed helplessly at their antics. 

Games in the paddock seems a winning concept for future events, weather permitting.  

PS. A small prize is available for the first reader of this article who can correctly 

pronounce “Mölkky”                  Chris Hjelt 

 

Chris Hjelt  
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I helped Michael Everitt on the Fete's Tombola. We had a frantic 2 hours or so with a 
very steady stream of people playing the tombola. Children and adults alike seemed  
to really enjoy pulling tickets out and hoping for a 5 or a 0 on their ticket.  
We were very lucky to have a wide range of prizes from bottles of wine, toiletries, 
chocolates, sweets and a range of more off the wall prizes. We took £230 on the 
tombola which I think was a very credible result. Thank you to Michael and Julian for 
sticking the raffle tickets on the prizes which I'm sure was a long job and also to 
everyone who donated a prize. As a Reader and a Church Warden it was wonderful  
to see so many congregation members and parishioners attending after 18 very  
difficult months. We were very pleased with good weather and it was a real God  
given opportunity to open our church hall and paddock to the parish.     Cathy 
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More people than I expected, plenty of 

distancing, lovely sunshine, people who 

wanted to chat and generous pockets.  

Kate G 
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Enormous thanks to everyone who made this a special day - buyers, 

sellers, helpers... 

 
 
 

 

Sunday 24th October 2021 
3.30 pm to 5.00 pm 

We are planning a 

Messy Church Hallowe’en/All Souls Event 
aimed at families of small children up to Primary School age. All 

welcome. 
 

There will be some craft activities and Autumnal fun. 
 

We hope to be able to offer a simple meal at the end of the event 
available for all. 

 

Further details available on our Facebook site. 
Or from Cathy Sanderson (Reader) 

cathy.sanderson@hotmail.co.uk or 01234 346889 

 
 

mailto:cathy.sanderson@hotmail.co.uk
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everybody welcome 

by Bob Jackson and 

George Fisher 

why welcome? 

If most of the people who come into 

contact with your church actually 

join it, then you do not need this 

course. In fact you probably should 

have written it yourself! 

But, if your church is more typical of 

churches in the developed world 

then under 10 per cent of the 

people who try you out will actually 

join. We know this from researching 

how many of the people who accept 

an invitation to 'Back to Church 

Sunday' become regular attenders, 

and from the 'Church Life Survey' in 

Australia. If you want to put that 

right, and encourage far more of the 

people who try out your church to 

end up belonging to it, this is the 

course you have been waiting for! 

It is true that some people decide 

that church is not for them or they 

pick a different church to join. But 

often the problem is the poverty of 

our welcome and, in particular, the 

difficulty of finding a route from 

attending a church service to 

belonging to its community. 

Increasing the percentage of people 

who 'stick' is the most promising 

and fruitful way we have of helping 

people transform their lives by 

joining the worshipping community 

and meeting God. It is also, 

therefore, the most fruitful way we 

have of growing our churches. 

I (Bob) have been the visiting 

preacher at literally hundreds of 

churches. Even if my wife arrives 

with me, she tends to become 

invisible at the church door. All too 

often where I have been fêted, my 

wife has been ignored from the 

moment she received a hymn book 

to the moment she finished her 

coffee. I should add that my wife 

really enjoys meeting people but in 

most churches nobody even takes 

the trouble to say 'hello' and find 

out. Almost invariably, if church 

leaders have told me in the vestry 

what a friendly church this is, then 

my wife will assuredly have been 

ignored - what they mean is they 
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are so friendly with each other they 

have no inclination to befriend the 

stranger. 

Most churches think that they are 

friendly, but that is mainly because 

we are friendly with each other, We 

may say 'All are welcome' but not 

realize how unwelcoming we 

appear to the outsider. 

Everybody Welcome is about 

removing the barbed wire, about 

making our welcome central to all 

we do and the people we are, Just 

think what the impact would be if 

not 10 per cent but 25 per cent or 

even 50 per cent of the people who 

try out our churches succeed in 

becoming regular congregation 

members! 

Some churches have been the 

subject of a 'mystery worshipper' 

exercise. A 'mystery worshipper' 

visits anonymously one Sunday and 

fills in a report form. Some churches 

get high scores in this exercise - 

people who are not normally 

churchgoers are pleasantly 

surprised by the contemporary 

accessibility of the worship and by 

the friendliness of the people. We 

should rejoice that there are many 

attractive, caring churches. But we 

should not get carried away by this. 

Our standards are much higher than 

those in the world around us and 

outsiders' expectations of church 

life are normally very low.  But, 

most of all, friendliness on the day is 

only the start, true welcome is 

about active encouragement into 

the heart of the community of the 

church, and its job is not done until 

someone is completely at home, a 

valued, contributing member of the 

Body of Christ. Sometimes churches 

can appear superficially friendly to 

start with but fail to offer clear, 

enticing ways into the heart of the 

community. 

Welcoming newcomers into the 

heart of the worshipping 

community is a ministry not just for 

the clergy or other leaders but for 

every member of every church. It 

only takes one to spoil a welcome. 

One church had attracted a lot of 

new congregation members. A 'first-

timer' wandered into the hall for 

coffee at the end of the service.  An 

old hand, seeing them arrive, 

blurted out for all to hear, 'Not 

another bloody newcomer!' 

Another first-timer arrived rather 

well dressed at the village church. 

The sidesperson handing out the 

hymn books at the church door 

looked her up and down and said, as 
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her opening remark, 'Oh, nobody 

wears a hat in this church.' 

True welcome comes from the 

whole community, not just a couple 

of specialists. So work hard at 

encouraging the least-welcoming 

members of your church to attend 

as well as the naturals. 

We've designed this course, 

therefore, for every church-going 

Christian who believes that 

belonging to their church is good for 

others as well as themselves. The 

title indicates not only that 

everybody should be made 

welcome but also that everybody 

should be welcoming.  

1  Helping every individual to have 

 a welcoming approach to 

 newcomers. So it is important 

 that as many church members as 

 possible take part in the course. 

2   Identifying priorities for decision 

 and change. At the end of the 

 course the church council or 

 other leadership group should 

 identify priorities and then 

 develop and implement an 

 action plan for improving the 

 church's welcome and 

 integration of newcomers. 

3  Setting up a Welcome Team, 

 whose specialist ministry is to 

 help newcomers through to 

 being contributing members. 

Welcome as a growth strategy 

I've been studying the factors 

involved in church growth for many 

years and have reached a most 

surprising conclusion. At least it 

surprises me, and I'm sorry now that 

I've been so slow on the uptake. 

We sometimes overlook the fact 

that it is Jesus' own job to draw all 

people to himself (Matthew 16.18) 

and he is still doing his job. The 

main problem and opportunity for 

the growth of the church today is 

how well we who are already in the 

church welcome the people whom 

God is sending us to join the church. 

It is as surprisingly basic and simple 

as that.   

Bob Jackson 

We hope that everybody at St. 
Mary’s will be able to contribute to 
making welcome central to all we 
do here at St. Mary’s by attending 
our course sessions or putting the 
outworkings into action. 

Saturday 2pm for 2:30pm-4pm 

2nd October 

23rd October 

6th November 
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Dear Friends 

Almost a year ago, I wrote with great excitement that my Work 

Permit had been approved. The next step, a mere formality, was 

the application and approval of my Residence Permit. Now, I 

must face the unfortunate reality that my ‘Final Grant’ Work 

Permit expires on 30 September 2021, and my Residence Permit 

has still not been approved. It breaks my heart, but it seems 

unlikely that I will be able to return to Tanzania to serve as a full 

time Mission Partner. I am in discussion with the Diocese of Mara 

about my situation, and with CMS, who will endeavour to find 

me another placement, if necessary. 

I believe in my heart that things happen for a reason and in 

God’s timing. I trust that although I have felt like I am in limbo 

waiting in South Africa, waiting is never a waste of time in God’s 

economy, and He has been preparing my circumstances so His 

plans and purposes can be worked out. I trust in Him. I believe 

in His leading. 

Prayer point: Please pray for my future. Pray for discernment, 

for wisdom, and that God will speak to me through His word and 

lead me so that I might find myself where he wants me to be.  

Mungu ubarikiwe / God bless you 
 
Heather  

We are so grateful for the St Mary’s partnership with Heather, particularly in 

these last few months of upheaval and uncertainty. And we would value your 

continued support in the coming weeks and months as we at CMS prayerfully 

discern next steps with and for Heather. John Orchard, CMS 
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The Yorkshire Wolds 
 

At the beginning of August we were fortunate to ‘escape’ to 
York and spend four nights with our daughter, son-in-law and 
granddaughter. It certainly proved to be a holiday as Alistair 
and Kate organised everything. Outings and meals were 
planned, requiring no thought or effort on our part. 
 
Whilst Chris and I know Yorkshire well, (having previous lived in 
that County and visited it frequently since), I am ashamed to 

say that the Wolds had escaped our 
attention. The Wolds consist of 
rolling chalk hills and dry valleys and 
offer stunning panoramic views of 

the countryside overlooking the Vale of York. They are also 
known for the proliferation of village ponds.   
 
Village ponds are a picturesque addition to many villages but in 
the Wold historically they were the primary source of water, 
formed from rainwater. This being the case, in dry seasons 
water was in short supply.  In 1826, a particularly dry year, this 
resulted in the ‘Battle of Fridaythorpe’.   
 
The nearby village of Fimber had two ponds and had always 
allowed the people of Fridaythorpe to take water from one of 
them. In 1826 Fridaythorpe’s pond had dried up as had one of 
the ponds in Fimber. Nevertheless, the people of Fridaythorpe 
were determined to enforce their ‘right’ to take water from 
Fimber. This resulted in several broken heads and duckings in 
the pond but Fimber apparently won out. 
 
But I digress…   
 
Alistair had planned the route to take in two ‘interesting’ 
churches, which was all we were told. The first of which was St  

The Wolds consist of 
rolling chalk hills and dry 
valleys.  
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James, in Warter village. This church was declared redundant in 
1990 and was destined for demolition but was saved by the St 
James Warter Preservation Trust and it now serves as the 
Yorkshire Wolds Heritage Centre. It was adapted for use as a 
cultural, educational and heritage centre. 
 
The Heritage Centre holds fascinating information about the 
history of the village and village life in the Wolds. Christopher 
was fascinated by the diversity of trades that were once plied in 

the village despite families rarely 
moving from the location. However, I 
was captivated by the Arts & Crafts 
stained glass which had been created 
as family memorials. Robert Anning 
Bell had been commissioned to 

create these works.  Two of these windows were semi-circular 
lunettes which had originally been situated in a mausoleum 
attached to the church. These commemorated Lady Isabella 
Wilson who died in childbirth in 1905, at the age of 26.  The 
other two were in situ as church windows. 
 
The part of the graveyard that belongs to the Yorkshire Wolds 
Buildings Preservation Trust is 
being conserved as a wildlife 
habitat. This will preserve an 
example of semi-natural chalk 
grassland, which is quite rare these days. The churchyard has 
over 50 species of flowering plants and a wide range of grasses 
and trees.   
 
Further conservation of the graveyard will involve a grassy area 
to be developed into a ‘hay meadow’ and an area to the west 
will be managed as a ‘spring meadow’ to provide a food source 
for caterpillars, butterflies, birds and insects.  
 
 

The Heritage Centre holds 
fascinating information 

about the history of the 

village  

Over 50 species of flowering 

plants and a wide range of 

grasses and trees.   
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Our next destination was St Michael and All Angels church in 
Garton on the Wolds. The Doomsday Book mentions a place of 
worship on this site and this was replaced by a larger stone 
building in the 12th century. In the 19th century Sir Tatton Sykes 
commissioned what was largely a rebuild in the Norman style, 
on the old foundations. The result is a large, imposing, rather 
austere building. 
 
Fortunately the south door was unlocked. The interior of the 
church is in stark contrast to the exterior. The base of all the 

walls up to approximately 4 feet/ 
120cms are covered in glazed Spanish 
tiles. Above this every inch of wall 
space is covered in Pre-Raphaelite 
style wall paintings.  Together with the 

stained glass windows these produce a uniformed scheme 
telling the Bible stories.  The ceilings did not escape the artists 
brush and are painted with green and blue panels with small 
white flowers with red centres.   
 
Words cannot do justice to the magnificence of the paintings.  
However, as I stood amidst all this artistry I did think it might 
seriously distract me from any service that I attended in the 
church. But there again contemplating these Biblical scenes 
might be considered a form of prayer. 
 
Chris Chapman 
 
 

St James Warter Preservation Trust does not have a website but 
the semi-circular lunettes can be viewed by Googling ‘Robert 
Anning Bell’. 
 

The wall paintings at St Michaels and All Angels can be seen by 
Googling ‘St Michael and All Angels Garton on the Wolds’  click 
the link to ‘wasley.org.uk’ 

  

Above this every inch of 

wall space is covered in 

Pre- Raphaelite style 

wall paintings.   
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Christian Rural and Environmental Studies 
Certificate – end of course - Presentation Day 
 

Two years have flown by and I’ve come to the end of the 
Christian Rural and Environmental Studies Certificate 
course. 
  

The final session was an online day at the beginning of 
September where the five of us finishing the course gave 
presentations on our projects / dissertations. The format 
was a 20-30 minute talk followed by a short time for 
questions. 

 
The first talk was a presentation on "Does urbanisation 
help or hinder human flourishing?" which looked at some 
interesting ideas about progress and flourishing, as well as 
how cities and countryside relate to each other. The 
second looked at how different churches are using 
gardening projects to engage with their communities in a 
variety of ways from health and wellbeing to more 
mission based initiatives. After a short break and some 
news updates we heard about "Can children gift the 
church a closer relationship with God and nature? And if 
so, will this help both the church and creation to flourish?" 

which covered children, creation and spirituality and 
looked at projects like Muddy Church and Forest Church. 

 
After lunch we heard a talk entitled "Why should the 
Church Embrace Creation Care as part of the Whole 
Gospel?" which was based on questionnaire answers and 
interviews about people's understanding of Creation Care 
and how it fits with their faith and the whole Bible 
narrative from Genesis to Revelation.  
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Finally it was my turn and I talked about my dissertation 
"Extending the right to roam: A solution to inequalities of 
access to nature that Christians can support?" I really 
enjoyed researching and writing about my topic. I chose 
it because it fitted well with my work for CPRE 
Bedfordshire where connecting people and countryside 
is an important theme. CPRE has been involved in 
campaigns to increase access to the countryside since it 
was founded in the 1920s so it was interesting to think 
about whether there was a distinctive Christian voice to 
bring into the conversation.  The Covid-19 lockdowns led 
to more people asking where they were allowed to walk 
and brought issues of inequalities of access into sharp 
focus.  I had expected to focus on social justice issues but 
I also found myself drawn to the themes of Sabbath, rest 
and tranquillity which I was able to thread through my 
dissertation. I also looked at the Countryside Code and 
its parallels with the Biblical idea of Covenant. 

 
We finished the day as we began with worship led by 
Rev’d Margot Hodson. 
 

It’s not quite the end though, as we’re going to be able 
to attend future study days and residential weekends at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon to make up for those we 
missed due to the switch to online in Spring 2020. I’m 
looking forward to continuing to learn from great 
speakers and catching up in person with people who 
started the course at the same time as me. 
 

And of course, at the time of writing, our final results are 
still to come... 
 
Shelly Dennison 
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If you’ve been 

missing your singing 

here are two 

chances to catch 

up... 

 
  

Bring & Sing Messiah 
Choruses Sunday,  

3rd October 
2.30pm to 4:30pm 

£3 to sing, £3 for each audience 
member payable on the day) 

Messiah Performance  
Saturday, 27th November 

Details from Debbie Richardson 
debs_richardson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Another recipe from our own St Mary’s Book of 

recipes submitted by Joan Perry who some of 

you may remember. 

 

APPLE CHUTNEY 

 

 

Ingredients 

2 lb apples 

½ lb sultanas 

1 lb brown sugar 

1 pint vinegar 

2 tsp salt 

2 tsp ground ginger 

1 or 2 oz mixed spice 

½ lb onions, minced 

 

Method 
 

1. Cook the apples in the vinegar. 

2. Add the onions and spice tied in muslin.  
3. Add the sugar and boil until tender. 

4. Add the dried fruit, salt and ginger. 

5. Pour into hot jars and cover immediately.  



20 

 

 

 

Living Faithfully 

in the Time of 

Creation  

 
Edited by Kathy Galloway & 
Katharine M. Preston 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Living Faithfully in the Time of Creation’ is the Iona 

Community’s response to the COP26 Climate Change 

Conference, which will be held later this year in Glasgow – 

where the Community is based. The material comes from the 

Wild Goose Resource Group, members of the Iona 

Community and its Common Concern Network – 

Environment (CCN-Enviro). The CCN seeks “to give agency 

to the Iona Community Rule to act in solidarity with victims 

of environmental injustice, to support structural change in 

our own countries to reduce resource consumption, and to 

rekindle community with the Whole Creation. In all of this, 

network members are committed to showing mercy, seeking 

justice and walking humbly.” This ethos permeates the whole 

book and resonates with other contemporary Christian 

movements and projects; for example I was struck by the 

parallels with the Methodist Church’s Walking with 

https://www.ionabooks.com/product/living-faithfully-in-the-time-of-creation/
https://iona.org.uk/about-us/concerns/
https://iona.org.uk/about-us/concerns/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/social-justice/walking-with-micah/
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Micah social justice project. It also sits well with the 

2021 Season of Creation theme, A home for all? Renewing 

the Oikos of God, which takes two definitions of oikos – 

‘house’ and ‘family’ – as ways of exploring the idea of the 

Earth as a common home for all who inhabit it, the whole 

community of Creation. 

 

The first section of the book includes 12 short reflections 

based on the Revised Common Lectionary Year B readings for 

the last 12 weeks of the church year (i.e. beginning with the 

15th Sunday after Pentecost). This covers the period of the 

Season of Creation (1st September – 4th October) and the 

run up to COP26. Although several of the reflections 

reference COP26, much of the material will be helpful beyond 

2021 and could be used in subsequent years. Each takes the 

form of a reflection followed by a prayer and most also 

include a question and an action point. Some reflections use 

one of the given readings but others take two or three. This 

part of the book might be useful for preachers or worship 

leaders looking for food for thought or it could be used for 

individual reflection and prayer, deepening appreciation of 

the readings heard in church or as stand-alone reflections. 

Themes explored include food, deforestation, humility and 

attentiveness. There is a strong sense of place in some of the 

reflections where the authors have chosen to draw on their 

experiences in locations such as Scotland, Jerusalem, 

Snowdonia and Brazil in order to ground their messages in 

real places. 

The second section contains 12 short essays from Iona 

Community members from different parts of the world. 

Katharine M. Preston, writing in the introduction to this part 

of the book, reminds us that being attuned to our geography 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/social-justice/walking-with-micah/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
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and context helps us to reflect on how climate change affects 

us all. The authors consider the impact of climate change 

where they are, their work and motivation. We range from 

Australian bush fires to an outdoor activity centre on Mull 

and from the impact of changing weather patterns in Kenya 

to the Pilgrimage2Paris for the Climate Change Summit of 

November 2015. Themes include food justice, water, 

biodiversity and climate anxiety. 

The remainder of the book contains a Service of Worship in 

Preparation for COP26 and liturgical resources including 

prayers, meditations and litanies. If your church enjoys using 

the Iona Abbey Worship Books then these will be useful 

additions to the Creation Liturgies and materials in those. 

Alternatively, churches and worship leaders may prefer to 

use the material offered selectively to add into their usual 

liturgies or intercessions. There are also 12 hymns and songs 

from the Wild Goose Resource Group which can be used in 

worship or for reflection. 

The key strength of this book as a resource for this year and 

beyond is the way that the threads of prayer and action are 

woven through it. Writing in the foreword, Ruth Harvey, 

Leader of the Iona Community talks of a ‘synthesis of prayer 

and action’ and of young volunteers at the Abbey Centre on 

Iona who are drawn by ‘the inextricable link they find 

between prayerful expressions of the Christian faith and 

action for social justice, world peace and the integrity of 

creation.’ This helpful volume would suit anyone looking to 

explore that link.  

 Shelly Dennison 

Reprinted with permission form The John Ray Initiative – connecting 

Environment, Science and Christianity (jri.org.uk) 

https://jri.org.uk/
https://jri.org.uk/
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Apostle, Evangelist, Martyr  
Three saints commemorated in October 

 

All the words in the grid are related to the Luke, Simon and Jude (two words appear 

twice!) 

 

T H T H A D D E U S 

X G O S P E L E T E 

V O I F O S A C V S 

N O M I S R A A N U 

S M E S T R N W P A 

R T L H L G T A I C 

E N T H E K U L H T 

N I S L E L B V S S 

N A I C I S Y H P O 

A S P M A R T Y R L 

T M E D U J E S U S 

 

ACTS FISH LOST CAUSES PAUL SHIP 

APOSTLE GOSPEL LUKE PHYSICIAN SIMON 

ART JESUS MARTYR SAINT TANNERS 

EPISTLE JUDE OX SAW THADDEUS 

EVANGELIST     
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Life | What a Wonderful World?  
Take a journey from sunrise to sunset 
this autumn with a spectacular world 
themed son-et-lumiere at St Albans 

Cathedral. 
 

Suitable for all ages, this stunning installation sees the inside of the Cathedral transformed 
into a visual journey to reflect upon life on today’s planet in a single 24 hour period. 
Witness the sun, the oceans and the clouds, as you move throughout the building. 

"An unmissable experience for the whole family". 

 

Go to Life | What a Wonderful World? | St Albans Cathedral  

for more information or ’phone the Box Office on 01727890290. 

 

The new Dean of St Albans 

The Venerable Jo Kelly-Moore, Archdeacon of Canterbury has been 
announced as the new Dean of St Albans, taking over from the Very Revd Dr 
Jeffrey John. 

Dean Elect Jo said: "Cathedrals have so many roles: and, just like the cities 
they serve, on any given day within them, many different things happen. 

"Above all, St Albans Cathedral is a place of welcome and engagement for all 
people whether they come to visit, learn, worship, volunteer, enjoy the 
magnificent historic building, pray, listen to a concert, see an exhibition, enjoy 
our grounds, or eat and drink in 'the Abbot's Kitchen'. I want to see all those 
roles continue to grow, develop and adapt to the world into which we are 
emerging as we get to grips with what we all hope will be a post-Covid world". 

The Revd Dr Kevin Walton, Acting Dean said: "It is a very great delight to 
welcome Jo to the community of St Albans Cathedral as our new Dean, and 
we very much look forward to her contributing to the life, worship, and mission 
of this special place. Our prayers are very much with Jo and her husband Paul 
as she prepares to join us." 

Prior to her ordination, Jo practiced as a solicitor in both New Zealand and 
London. Jo is an avid participant in Parkrun and hopes to participate in St 
Albans' Parkrun once she has settled in. 

The Dean-Elect will be installed in the Cathedral to begin her ministry on 
Saturday 4 December.  

 

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Event/life
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St 

Alban's diocese in our prayers 

Friday   1  The Chancellor and Registrars of the Diocese  
Saturday  2 Those who offer Ministry through Bishop's Mission Orders  
Sunday   3  Dean (Sharnbrook)  
Monday  4  Felmersham (Sharnbrook)  
Tuesday  5  Harrold (Sharnbrook)  
Wednesday  6  Keysoe (Sharnbrook)  
Thursday  7  Knotting with Souldrop (Sharnbrook)  
Friday   8  Melchbourne (Sharnbrook)  
Saturday  9  Milton Ernest (Sharnbrook)  
Sunday   10  Oakley (LEP) (Sharnbrook)  
Monday  11  Odell (Sharnbrook)  
Tuesday  12  Pavenham (Sharnbrook)  
Wednesday  13  Pertenhall (Sharnbrook)  
Thursday  14  Podington with Farndish (Sharnbrook)  
Friday   15  Ravensden (Sharnbrook)  
Saturday  16  Riseley (Sharnbrook)  
Sunday   17  Sharnbrook (Sharnbrook)  
Monday  18  Shelton (Sharnbrook)  
Tuesday  19  Stagsden (Sharnbrook)  
Wednesday  20  Stevington (Sharnbrook)  
Thursday  21  Swineshead (Sharnbrook)  
Friday   22 Thurleigh (LEP) (Sharnbrook)  
Saturday  23  Turvey (Sharnbrook)  
Sunday   24  Wilden (Sharnbrook)  
Monday  25  Wymington (Sharnbrook)  
Tuesday  26  Yelden (Sharnbrook)  
Wednesday  27  Aldenham (St Albans)  
Thursday  28  Bricket Wood (St Albans)  
Friday   29  Colney Heath, St Mark (St Albans)  
Saturday  30  Frogmore, Holy Trinity (St Albans)  
Sunday   31  London Colney, St Peter (St Albans)  
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CALENDAR, OCTOBER 2021 
 

 

Friday 1 Ember Day 
 

  Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 533 
 

  Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1885 
 

Saturday 2 Ember Day  
 

Sunday 3 THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) 
 

Monday 4 Francis of Assisi, Friar, Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226 
 

Wednesday 6 William Tyndale, Translator of the Scriptures, 

  Reformation Martyr, 1536 
 

Saturday  9 Denys, Bishop of Paris and his Companions, Martyrs, c. 250 
 

  Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, Philosopher, Scientist, 1253 
 

Sunday 10 THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 23) 
 

Monday 11 Ethelburga, Abbess of Barking, 657 
 

  James the Deacon, Companion of Paulinus, 7th century 
 

Tuesday  12 Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709 
 

  Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, 1845 
 

  Edith Cavell, Nurse, 1915 
 

Wednesday 13 Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066 
 

Friday 15 Teresa of Avila, Teacher, 1582 
 

Saturday 16 Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London and Hugh Latimer, 

  Bishop of Worcester, Reformation Martyrs, 1555  

 

Sunday 17 THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 24) 
 

Monday 18 LUKE THE EVANGELIST  
 

Tuesday 19 Henry Martyn, Translator of the Scriptures,  

  Missionary in India and Persia, 1812 
 

Sunday 24 THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Bible Sunday) 
 

Monday  25 Crispin and Crispinian, Martyrs at Rome, c. 287 
 

Tuesday 26 Alfred the Great, King of West Saxons, Scholar, 899 
 

  Cedd, Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of East Saxons, 664 
 

Thursday 28 SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES  

 

Friday  29 James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa,  

    Martyr in Uganda, 1885 
 

Sunday 31  THE FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (ALL SAINTS) 
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Parochial Church Council Committees 

 Finance: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
 Pastoral: Chris Jones   01234 959952 
 Property:  Chris Hjelt   01234 402465 
 Publicity: Debbie Richardson  01234 313304  
 Worship: Cathy Sanderson   07870 679699 

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Keyboard: Jane Davey   01234 360851 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
 First Sunday: Vacant     

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Jenny Thompson   01234 216571 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Vacant     
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern    01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 
Sacristans:  Wendy & Bill Roffe  01234 342287 

 Verger:  Antony Collinson    01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker  01234 266425 
 Craft & Chat: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby   01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham    01234 213501 
Men’s Breakfast:  Michael Barker   01234 306139 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson    01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman  01234 342724 
Church Library:  Susan Lane   01234 404970  
First Aid: Kate Groves   07814 264869 
North Bedford Churches Together:  
  Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:  Nesta Gedrych   07708 954462 
Planned Giving: Michael Barker   01234 306139 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 

Traidcraft:  Andrew & Shelly Dennison  01234 217261 

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 
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SUNDAYS 
 

First Sunday of the month only 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 
 

Second Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
    

  

WEEKDAYS 
  
 

Monday to Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 

Every Wednesday 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

 
 
 

 
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 

All our usual morning services have now resumed in line with Covid 

regulations but please see Pews News or our Facebook page for up to date 

information. 

 
St Mary's Church, Goldington.  

Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook 

 

 

 

Editorial Team: Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 

   Christopher Hjelt Brenda Keech 
 

Proofreading: Shelly Dennison      
 

Treasurer:  Mary Cope 
 

Please note that the deadline for the November issue is  

Sunday, 3rd October. 

The deadline for articles to be included in the December issue is  

Sunday, 7th November. 
 

 

Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to  

parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the  

editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.   

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 

https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington
https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington

