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A Licensed Reader Writes
My family always joke that because I didn’t have a clue what I wanted to do
when I left university, I studied for a post graduate qualification in Careers
Guidance at South Bank University. I spent the first 4 years of my career working
for Hertfordshire Careers Service in Waltham Cross with young people in schools
and the local college. I later worked for Connexions in Bedfordshire and Luton as
a Careers Service Teams Leader. I always valued working with young people and
trying to support them to understand what their vocation or career path would
be. One of the great pleasures was that everyone can do something. Not
everyone can be a vet, but everyone has the capacity to work with animals.
For the last two years, I have been a Vocations Adviser for the Diocese, helping
those thinking about applying to be a Priest or a Reader or occasionally those
who don’t know what they are called to. It is a privilege to walk with people on
that journey.
The dictionary describes vocation as: ‘a particular occupation, business or
profession, calling’. The Reader licensing service says of all Christians’ vocation:
‘God has gathered us into his fellowship of the universal Church. As members
together of his body, Christ calls us [all] to minister in his name according to our
gifts, to be instruments of his love in the world’. Although this is included in the
Reader service I think this is clear; vocation is not something that only those
called to be Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Readers or Lay Readers of Worship are
called. We are all called to serve God in our own way, in our own context. As the
quotation puts it, we are all called to serve according to our gifts and to express
God’s love. There is no one in our Church family who doesn’t have a vocation.
We are currently running a course called ‘Everyone Welcome’. This course looks
at the way that we as a church family welcome the existing church family, our
friends and family, the community and those we don’t yet know into our church
family. This is not a duty only for Welcomers/ Sidespersons, it is the calling of the
whole church. It is the responsibility of our property committee, our catering
team, our Diddy Disciples Team, our Messy Church Team, our Bell Ringers, our
Craft and Chat and in fact everyone. I would suggest that there is no one who
isn’t called to be a welcomer.
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We may welcome in a very simple way, smiling and talking to someone who
comes for the first time, inviting a stranger over to coffee, inviting friends and
family to our church programme, taking part in our church yard clean ups or
reading the lesson. It may seem a bit daunting but it’s good to think back to the
first time that you stepped in St Mary’s and how you felt but also to remember
that Mission and Welcome is God’s job and he will direct us. We are just catching
up with God. In the Bible God often gives those without words the words they
need.
One thing that continues to amaze me about God is that he gives so much more
than we expect. He is graciously abundant. Our welcome needs to be expansive
and echo the love of a God who opened his arms on the cross for us.
So, this month, whatever your vocation might be, work on the vocation that God
calls us all to, the welcoming of the whole world into the fullness of Christ.

Cathy
Reader/ Church Warden

From the Registers
We welcome those who have been baptised
12th September

Freddie Aaron Van Whitlock
Indya Maya Bissette

19th September

Gracie Harding

26th September

Eltie Bennett

 RIP The

Rev’d Canon Trevor Maines

8th October 2021
Vicar of Goldington (1995 - 2005)
 RIP Brenda

Keech
16th October 2021

Long-time member of St Mary’s and much missed member of
Parish & People Editorial team
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Christian Rural and Environmental
Studies Certificate – looking back
Coming to the end of the course provides an
opportunity to look back over the last two years. It’s
been a great way to learn more about Christian
perspectives on environmental and rural issues. I’ve
learned from the course materials, speakers, fellow
students and my tutors. There’s been plenty of
opportunity to follow my own interests and read
widely.
When I signed up I hoped to use the course to reflect on
my faith, environmental issues and my work with a local
countryside charity. Happily, this turned out to be a really
good fit and alongside this I was also able to explore more
church based topics such as mission and Eco Church.
I deliberately tried to pick varied modules including
Rural & Environmental Theology, Biodiversity,
Farming & Food and Globalisation. For each module
we had to keep a reflective journal where we made
notes on the exercises in the course booklets but also
could write about where the material was relevant to
work, church or items in the news. I found this really
helpful and it’s something I hope to continue. The
essays allowed us to focus on topics that interested us
in more depth and I was able to use some of these to
think about issues I am involved with through work
such as local food or the planning system. I also
discovered a particular interest in the places were faith
connects with practical contemporary issues.
Along the way I’ve also done some writing for the
John Ray Initiative, including some book reviews and
turning one essay into a briefing paper, which have
been great opportunities.
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I’d like to thank everyone for their words of
encouragement and interest in the course. I hope that
what I’ve shared in Parish and People has been able to
give you a glimpse of what I’ve been up to!
Several people have asked me what comes next. I was
delighted to be awarded a Distinction at the end of the
course, which opens up some possibilities for further
study which I am thinking about at the moment.
There may be more chances to write for the JRI and
other related partners which is also an exciting
prospect. I also hope that everything I have learned
will be useful for Eco Church plans both here at St
Mary’s and at Putnoe Heights.
Shelly Dennison
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A few weeks ago I was pleased to be invited to a special Choral Evensong at St Albans
Abbey which celebrated the installation of choristers and the presentation of the St Albans
Certificate in Theology.
We were seated in the crossing and had a good view of the choir which was singing the
Sunday services again for the first time after its summer break. It was such a joy to hear that
wonderful offering of praise ‘in the flesh’ after so many musically barren months during
lockdown. The introit was Locus Iste by Bruckner and the service followed the usual liturgy.
After the first lesson the new choristers were admitted and vested in their surplices. It
brought back such memories of the many times we used a similar admission ceremony here
at St Mary’s for our own young choristers who proudly received their surplices and ruffs
and some of whom are still singing as talented adults in our choir today. The canticles were
sung to Brewer in D and the anthem was Bairstow’s setting of the compline prayer Save us,

O Lord, waking.

The Curate of All Saints, Leighton Buzzard preached a sermon which managed to bring
together the many strands of the service and then the presentation of certificates followed for
those who had completed modules of the St Alban’s Certificate in Theology. At the
conclusion of the presentation the Dean addressed the awardees as follows:

You have received these certificates in recognition of your study of Holy Scripture
and the faith of the church. We pray that you will continue in the search for wisdom
all the days of your life, in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
This felt a very special moment and I certainly want to continue in the search for wisdom.
But this prayer need not be just for those who have completed formal studies; it can apply to
all of us. We can all be ‘theologians’ as Kirsty Borthwick said in her sermon and we can all
study the scriptures whatever our situation. All it takes is a little time set aside to read a
portion of the Bible each day. Over the past year or so Simon has encouraged us join Bible
reading groups and given us lots of examples of how we can learn from scripture.
May we all continue our own search for wisdom in Holy Scripture and in the faith of the
church.
Sarah Collinson

3D Virtual Tour
Explore the historic interior of St Albans Cathedral with the new virtual tour
Go behind the scenes and explore some of the above ground spaces with a trip to the top of the 900
year old tower, the ringing chamber, and a look into the stone store. Experience the view from
England's only surviving watching loft, constructed around 1400, plus an underground look into the
tomb of St Albans’ only royal burial. The virtual tour gives you the chance to explore harder to reach
areas of the Cathedral as well as those that visitors don't normally get to see.

3D Virtual Tour | St Albans Cathedral
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NEW
CHURCHWARDEN
REQUIRED
Bishop Michael who is the Warden
of Readers in this Diocese, wrote
to me in July to ask me to take on
being Deanery Reader Adviser
which after prayer, talking to
Simon and my family including a
very wise godmother I accepted. It
involves supporting new Readers
to agree their Statements of
Arrangements (a sort of parish job
description), supporting the
MMDR process (the periodic
review of Readers), being on the
Diocese’s Reader Council and
getting Readers in the Deanery
together.
I have reviewed my current
responsibilities and feel that after
next year’s APCM I will step down
as Church Warden. I will have done
2 years this time and 4 years in two
previous rounds. I am keen that we
have identified a new Church
Warden to support Colin, ideally
before Christmas so there can be a
good handover period.
Is God calling you to be Church
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Warden? People often think that
Church Wardens need to be a
particular type of person but
anyone can do it. You can be any
gender, any age, in work or
retired, the list is endless. If you
would like to chat about the
possibility, please contact me and
we can meet up and I promise to
be discrete. The great thing at St
Mary’s is that there is a good
infrastructure with a strong
Standing Committee, Property
Committee etc. In addition, the
Diocese run good training events
to get new Church Wardens up to
speed. I’ve dealt with the Property
department at the Diocese several
times recently and they couldn’t
have been more helpful. Simon is
always on hand to provide good
advice.
The best thing about being
churchwarden is supporting the
staff team to ensure the smooth
running of St Mary’s when the
whole church works together. And
the worst thing? Remembering
which key is which! (which is a
very small thing!) Archdeacon
Dave said at a recent Church
Warden event all he asks of
Church Wardens is as much time
as they can spare and to pray;
which I don’t think is too daunting.
Cathy Sanderson
Church Warden

Our Harvest
displays caught
the attention of
lots of people
who enjoyed them
in church and
online. Our thanks
go to all who
created them.

Photos: Debbie Richardson
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I recently received a booklet from the Friends of Worcester Cathedral
celebrating 90 years of friendship and generosity. It is some years
since I left my cottage and the friends I made when I became a guide in
the cathedral. My doctor had suggested that I should take early
retirement, leaving me able to be a volunteer.

News From
Worcester

Reading my booklet has made me aware
how little I knew of the development of
the ‘Friends’. A large variety of skills
enabled so much work to evolve, helping
visitors to enjoy the history of the

cathedral.
The Schools Section developed during my time of guiding. It was
decided that we should offer more than a walk around the building.
Classes from local schools, each escorted by a teacher, proved
popular as an annual event.
I learn from the booklet that after thirty
years the Section ended, but a much
larger development is now enabling
education to be an important part of the
Cathedral’s work.
I was interested to read the information
that Canon Stephen Edwards gives
concerning the “shut down”. He tells of
his early years as a priest when
celebrating the Eucharist alone was discouraged or seen as unusual.
“Lockdown” challenges all of us to seek a way to continue worshipping
together. The reality of the new, live-streamed celebration is that we
are not alone. Many find it helpful when attending in the church is not
possible. The fact is that the number of people participating in worship
in these morning celebrations was much higher than when we
worshipped in church in person.
The Canon comments, “When morning Eucharist is open again we shall
continue the Live-stream.”
Sylvia Tysoe
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A Rocha Monthly Prayer Diary
Please join us in prayer. We believe that together our individual
actions and prayers will make a difference as we seek to protect
and restore the environment around us for the blessing of all our
communities and to the glory of God.
1 November
Give thanks for the opportunity we have as Christians in the UK to make our voices
heard during the COP26 UN climate change negotiations in Glasgow. Pray that the
conference will be significant in mitigating biodiversity loss to protect God’s earth for
future generations. Pray that country delegations will be seeking what is good for the
whole world, not just their own interests. May the voices of the most vulnerable
countries, who are already suffering from climate change, be heard and the other
countries respond to their pleas. Pray for a good response to the Climate Sunday
exhibition on 1 November.
8 November
In this second week of COP26, pray that the heads of state attending will have the
vision and courage to agree to significant emissions cuts. May there be greater
awareness of the potential of regenerating nature as part of addressing climate
change - and a good response to the A Rocha network’s proposals on nature-based
solutions to climate change. Pray that people will realise the contribution that
Christians and churches can make to address climate change through programmes
like Eco Church and Wild Christian - and that the A Rocha UK exhibition on 8
November will be well received.
15 November
As COP26 ends, please pray that people will have been impacted by what they have
seen and heard. Pray for renewed energy and commitment to address climate change
around the world. Pray that churches and individuals will continue to follow Jesus’
teaching to love their neighbour as they intercede, collaborate, campaign and act for
the common good.
22 November
Please pray for A Rocha UK’s new vision and strategy for 2021-25. Pray that we are
able to widen the scope of our work - to engage even more Christians, churches and
land managers in practical conservation and to support initiatives that regenerate
nature and cut carbon emissions. Pray that we would do this with renewed energy and
commitment - and that we would see more land restored and transformed for nature
across the UK.
29 November
Give thanks for our Trustees and for the passion, experience and ability that they each
bring to this role. Please pray for the Board meeting on 4 December - for inspiration,
wisdom and discernment for the Trustees as they agree the budget and plan for the
coming year.
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Sunday 21st November 2021
3.30pm
We are very excited to announce that we have been successful in securing
£250 for our Messy Church Autumn programme.
Our next event for Messy Church families will be an

Advent Craft and
Intergenerational Christmas Cake
stirring event on Stir Up Sunday.
This will be via booking only.
Further information to follow but please
save the date in your diaries.
Enquiries to: Messychurch1228@gmail.com or 01234 346889.
Cathy Sanderson (Reader) and the Messy Church Team

Please let us have copy for the December edition of Parish &
People by Sunday, November 7th if possible. Seasonal items
especially welcome and if something interests you, then it will
probably interest someone else so do please share your stories!
12

Ever wondered why we stand up during the
‘Hallelujah Chorus’? An often repeated
legend from the London première in 1743
performance of Handel’s ‘Messiah’ tells the story
of King George II who was so moved by the ‘Hallelujah’ chorus that he
rose to his feet and then everyone in attendance followed suit as it was
royal etiquette to not to be seated when the King stood.
In 1741, Handel was heavily in debt following a string of musical failures.
Then, Handel was given funding by a group of charities from Dublin,
Ireland, to compose a new work for a benefit performance that would
help free men from debtors' prison. It took him only twenty-four days
after receiving the text from Charles Jennens who used the Authorised
King James’ Bible and the Book of Psalms within the Book of Common
Prayer.
Bedford Messiah Choir maintains a tradition which stretches back over 80
years. Since 1937, singers from local church choirs and choral societies
have gathered together annually to sing Handel’s great-work ‘Messiah’.
Thanks to generous local sponsorship and loyal audiences, the choir has
been able to donate at least £1000 every year to a local charity. Our
annual performance of Handel's ‘Messiah’ takes place in Bunyan Meeting,
Mill Street, Bedford on the eve of Advent Sunday.
After a hiatus throughout 2020 due to the Covid pandemic we finally sang
together again on Sunday 3rd October afternoon followed by a carefully
13

organised time of socialising over tea/coffee and cake. We had around
fifty singers for a well-balanced choir and six audience members.
Many of these choristers have begun signing up for our pre-Christmas
Performance on Saturday 27th November with rehearsals on the four
consecutive Sunday afternoons beforehand and a ‘dress rehearsal’ the
afternoon of the Performance.
As members of the Committee, Dad and I with the other governing
members have spent the lockdowns, creating a new website; a new
Facebook page (which I run) and working through paperless/no cash
options for Registration, payments and tickets. We are nearly there!
Registration is now open for singers to sign up with instructions on how to
pay their membership fee (£15; or £12 for under 21s):
https://www.bedfordmessiahchoir.org.uk/register
We will soon be advertising tickets
for the Performance – so if you
want to start your pre-Christmas
season listening to a great sacred
work by a master of the Baroque
period in the beautiful
surroundings and acoustics of
Bunyan Meeting – a classical
Wedgewood blue and cream
interior punctuated by stained
glass on the theme of John
Bunyan’s ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’
– look out for the posters and
details in December’s Parish &
People and make contact with Dad or me.
Debbie Richardson
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Update on St Mary’s response to the Climate
Crisis and Eco Church
This month the UK government is hosting the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow. The COP26 summit will
bring parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris
Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.
There are huge changes we need to make which can only be decided on at
government level. It has been described as a crucial point, a last
opportunity for all nations to act together to prevent catastrophic climate
change.
We can lobby our politicians and pray for the delegates to make the right
decisions, but on an individual level it can
‘Think globally,
sometimes seem overwhelming. We are
insignificant and can feel impotent to do
act locally’
anything which has any real impact.
‘Think globally, act locally’ is a great slogan I can identify with in relation
to the climate crisis. And there are things which we really can do within
our local area which can make an important contribution to the ongoing
crisis.
The PCC has agreed to work to achieve year-on-year reductions in carbon
emissions at St Mary’s, with the aim to reach net zero carbon emissions, if
possible, by 2030.
We have set up a 2030 Net Zero Carbon Group which is actively looking at
how we can realistically achieve this. Our main carbon footprint is through
energy usage of the buildings which we are addressing first. We have
made some small steps in the right direction such as having a smart meter
fitted so we can better monitor our energy usage, and will be fitting LED
lights which are more efficient and save energy. We are researching other
options. Anyone who has ideas and would like to join us please contact
me.
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It has also been our intention for some time to manage the churchyard
better for wildlife. Following on from our surveys in June during Count for
Nature Week a few of us
met to discuss possible
We can encourage more
future plans. We have a
wild and natural areas to draft Wildlife Plan for
the churchyard. The
increase biodiversity
focus on past
management has been on presenting a tidy looking churchyard. Of course
this is important but in a few corners we can encourage more wild and
natural areas to increase biodiversity.
We have identified areas for a log pile, compost heap, a small managed
wildflower/shrub area by the church, an area where we should leave selfset elder and dog rose which have grown up around some of the graves to
flourish.
Ideally it would be good to allow the grass in places to grow longer. It is
well known that this will introduce more flowering plants – good for bees
and insects, butterflies etc. Leaving some areas under long grass
throughout the year provides shelter, food and overwintering sites for
invertebrate and other small animals. An area to the north east of the
churchyard and a strip around the north and west boundaries have been
identified as being
suitable for this. This is
There is a lot of potential
a long term project
for increasing the wildlife
which will need a lot of
manpower and
in our churchyard
expertise to
accomplish, but has huge potential rewards in terms of increasing wildlife
biodiversity. We need further research to decide on the best regime –
how to establish, when in the year to cut, how to dispose of the cuttings
etc.
I think you will see there is a lot of potential for increasing the wildlife in
our churchyard.
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Over the following months and years we will be putting some of the ideas
in the plan into action. We already have a hedgehog house and over the
winter will be erecting more nest boxes for the birds. There will be
opportunities to help out.
Exciting news! With all our activities on the environment at St Mary’s we
are in a position to go for an Eco church Bronze Award, which we are in
the process of applying for. And as our plans gather pace I don’t see why
we can’t aspire to try for a silver award in time.
There has been a big build-up and much fanfare about COP26. Rightly so,
but the truth is that it doesn’t end here; it is a step on the way to a
massive reduction in our carbon emissions, which will take many years. So
too with our environmental and Eco church initiatives at St Mary’s. We
are somewhere near the beginning and will be building on our
endeavours over the years. Watch this space.
Colin Last,
Environmental Officer

Hedgehog home in the churchyard (donated by Chris Hjelt)
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Plan of the churchyard with some ideas for increasing the wildlife
potential
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The Gospels As History - Part 2
Yes, it’s me again!
A few months ago you may recall that I put a few thoughts together on my
view of the Gospels, Following this, I was introduced to a book titled
“Four Gospels, One Jesus” by Richard Burridge. I had not come across
the author previously but I have since found a number of YouTube videos
of him talking about his book. For me it is often easier to watch a video
than read a book although I did buy a copy.
Richard Burridge argues that the Gospels take the form of ancient
biographies and, following computer analysis, he also suggests that each
Gospel should be seen as a portrait of Jesus as understood by the Gospel
Writer.
Ancient biographies differ in style and emphasis from those to which we
are accustomed to reading today, tending to focus on the final days and
death of the individual. The account of the individual’s life and activities
may hold somewhat more loosely to both reported events and the words
recalled as spoken by the individual at the time. In the case of Jesus this
may be seen in John’s Gospel in which John blends events and words
which he attributes to Jesus to paint his own picture of Jesus.
As to the idea that the Gospels can be seen as portraits in words, Richard
Burridge suggests that this explains some of the differences between the
Gospels with each Gospel writer seeing Jesus’s life, ministry, death and
resurrection from his own perspective. He also strongly advises against
trying to make the Gospels into a single story as is common, for example,
with the nativity. He suggests that you can’t blend four portraits into one
picture.
So, what difference does this make? Well, I hope that it helps us to be
aware of the way the Gospels developed, avoiding misinterpretation by
seeing them through the eyes of the writers. Perhaps it also gives us the
opportunity to see aspects of Jesus’s ministry in a different light.
Tim Hern
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Autumn
Fair
Saturday,
November 13th
Watch out for further details!

Service of Remembrance
Sunday 14th November
10:45am

Beds & Herts Organists’ Association
Young Organists’ Training Scheme
Are you excited by the sound of a pipe organ
- the king of Instruments?
Have you ever thought what it is like to play
the organ at the Royal albert Hall?
Are you a young person who would like to
play the organ at your local church?

If you are, or you know someone who is,
read on!
Our Young Organists’ Training Scheme
provides funds for young people between
the ages of 10 - 25 to learn to play the
organ with a professional teacher.

Goldington Green
War Memorial

For details of how to apply please visit
www.bedsandhertsorganists.org

Organised by

North Bedford Churches Together
01234 356261
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To worry or not to worry that is the question?
Sadly our harvest service didn’t get shared due to human error, but I would like to take
the opportunity to share some of it with you as we considered our Christian response to
global climate change.
You may have heard the quote from our prime minister. “Securing a brighter future for
our children and future generations requires countries to take urgent action at home and
abroad to turn the tide on climate change. It is with ambition, courage and
collaboration as we approach the crucial COP26 summit in the UK that we can seize
this moment together, so we can recover cleaner, rebuild greener and restore our
planet.”
I think for most of us ‘Climate Change’ is a reality that we cannot ignore. Around the
world storms, floods and wildfires are intensifying. Air pollution sadly affects the health
of tens of millions of people and unpredictable weather causes untold damage to homes
and livelihoods too. But while the impacts of climate change are devastating, advances in
tackling it are leading to cleaner air, creating good jobs, restoring nature and at the same
time unleashing economic growth.
st

The COP26 UN Climate Change Conference that takes place in Glasgow from 31 October
th
to 12 November wants to achieve four objectives:
0

1 Secure global net zero carbon by 2050 and keep the 1.5 earth temperature rise
within reach.
2 Adapt the way we work to protect the natural habitats.
3 Mobilise finance to that financial institutions play their part to secure global net zero.
4 Get agreement for a united global approach to the problem.
These are ambitious targets, and much progress has been made but much more needs to
be done by all.
The Church of England has pledged to become carbon neutral by 2030 and I am pleased
that this decision has been echoed by our PCC.
What does that mean? Carbon neutral means that any CO2 released into the atmosphere
from a company’s activities is balanced by an equivalent amount being removed. Our
main carbon dioxide comes from our energy usage on heating then lighting. In the west
we are mostly insulated from the current effects of climate change, we still have food,
clothing, shelter, clean water. Those who are worst affected are the poorest in the
world, where too much or too little rain means starvation or famine, not just floods or
high temperatures.
The Bishop of St Albans’ harvest appeal 2021 is called Water is Life. For many, life in the
DRC is hard. Inconsistent rainfall and increasingly high temperatures mean this country
feels significant impact from the global climate crisis. With more than 70% of the
population using unsafe drinking water, an estimated 5 million people are at risk of
cholera every year – a waterborne illness that is entirely preventable.
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I want to thank everybody who has contributed to our Bishop’s appeal, whether your
donation is small or large and to Dorothy and Sue for organising our harvest lunch. I want
to thank Marcus and those who lead our first Sunday worship thinking about our care for
this planet and its environment.
But why are we worrying about these things? For we have heard Jesus say: Matthew
6:25 ” Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear”. If Jesus said don’t worry why are we
worrying? I think we have to look at the end of the passage to give us a clue when Jesus
then says: “But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.” I think what Jesus is saying in the passage is about
where the focus of our efforts should be in saving His planet and His creation. What is
the overarching philosophy we are living by? The Gentiles, those without God, focus on
the things of this world, having the best houses, the best food etc. Jesus tells us don’t
concentrate on the worldly wealth, but seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness.
We the world needs to seek God’s kingdom, His righteousness, being in the right
relationship with Him. And that relationship is about living where we love God and love
our neighbours before ourselves. God’s chosen people have always been told to care for
others the orphan and the widow, those without a voice, those who in today’s climate
are getting the raw end of the deal with climate change.
In God’s kingdom, there wouldn’t be the unfair distribution of wealth and power that we
know today. The industrialised world’s having polluted our planet, the poorest paying
the price. Seek God’s kingdom first; seek equality and love for all, when we live caring for
others, then ‘All these things will be given to you as well’. ‘All these things’ I believe
include the end of global warming, poverty and famine when we have tackled the causes
and not just treated the symptoms. And so we have to work for these because this
responsibility was given to us in creation Genesis 1:27-31 when God created us in His
image and gave us the responsibility to rule or care for His creation which was GOOD.
God didn’t give it to us to abuse and destroy as we have done.
And so at this harvest time, we pause to remember and give thanks for all that God has
given us. We pause to reflect on all that is still good. We pause to reflect on what else we
can be doing to seek God’s kingdom here on earth, to bring equality to all to think how
much we who are environmentally rich are prepared to give up to help those who are
environmentally poor.
I am pleased to say that as a PCC we are committed to do our part in seeking God’s
kingdom. We have set up a group to look at our energy usage and carbon footprint. We
have for a long time encouraged recycling in sustainability in our church. We have a
group looking at our churchyard and hall environment and if we might plant wild flowers
seeking to encourage the ecology there. In some ways these are only small steps but if
we all make small changes in our lifestyles and the lifestyles of those around us then they
all add up. Then we can also use the power of campaign to write to MPs in advance of
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the COP26 conference to show our support and encourage them to care for all of God’s
people.
So let’s take a moment and reflect on Jesus’ words to us.
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things shall be given
unto you, Allelu, alleluia.
See Christian Aid’s website for more details
www.christianaid.org.uk

St Andrew’s Church Bedford

THE MEDITATION GROUP
resumes on October 22nd in The Chapel
at 10.30am followed by coffee and tea
and afterwards every Friday
except the 1st in the month
The Session lasts 30 minutes with a short introduction
based on a Biblical text to use as a possible source
of inspiration to meditate upon in silence for 20 minutes.

This is a peaceful time so why not
come and make some space in your life?
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As winter approaches, a page of
wonderful pictures from a summer
break in Norfolk to brighten the long
evenings.






.

Pictures and captions:
Sue Fowler

.
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The Quay at Blakeney
Blakeney Conservation Area Duck
pond
The North Norfolk Steam Railway
Holt station
A view of Weybourne from the train. If
you look closely you can just see the
windmill!

This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St
Alban's diocese in our prayers
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Diocesan Synod All Saint's Day
Retired Clergy in the Diocese
Radlett (St Albans)
Shenley (St Albans)
St Albans Abbey (St Albans)
St Albans, Christ Church (St Albans)
St Albans, St Luke (St Albans)
St Albans, St Mary Marshalswick (St Albans)
St Albans, St Michael (St Albans)
St Albans, St Paul (St Albans)
St Albans, St Peter (St Albans) Armistice Day
St Albans, St Saviour (St Albans)
St Albans, St Stephen (St Albans)
Graveley with Chivesfield (Stevenage)
Remembrance Sunday
Knebworth (Stevenage)
Stevenage, All Saints, Pin Green (Stevenage)
Stevenage, Holy Trinity w. Christ the King (Stevenage)
Stevenage, St Andrew and St George (Stevenage)
Stevenage, St Hugh and St John, Chells (LEP) (Stevenage)
Stevenage, St Mary, Shephall (Stevenage)
Stevenage, St Nicholas (Stevenage) Christ the King
Stevenage, St Peter, Broadwater (Stevenage)
Abbots Langley (Watford)
Bushey (Watford)
Bushey Heath, St Peter (Watford)
Langleybury, St Paul (Watford)
Leavesden, All Saints (Watford)
Oxhey, All Saints (Watford) Advent
Oxhey, St Matthew (Watford)
Watford (Watford)
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CALENDAR, NOVEMBER 2021
Monday

1

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Tuesday

2

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)

Wednesday

3

Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, 1600
Martin of Porres, Friar, 1639

Saturday

6

Leonard, Hermit, 6th Century
William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher, 1944

Sunday

7

THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

Monday

8

The Saints and Martyrs of England

Tuesday

9

Margery Kempe, Mystic, ca 1440

Wednesday

10

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher, 461

Thursday

11

Martin, Bishop of Tours ca 397

Saturday

13

Charles Simeon, Priest, Evangelical Divine, 1836

Sunday

14

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
(REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY)

Tuesday

16

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Philanthropist,
Reformer of the Church, 1093
Edmund Rich of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1240

Wednesday

17

High, Bishop of London, 1200

Thursday

18

Elizabeth of Hungary,
Princess of Thuringia, Philanthropist, 1231

Friday

19

Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680
Mechtild, Béguine of Magdeburg, Mystic, 1280

Saturday

20

Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870
Priscilla Lydia Sellon, a Restorer of the Religious Life
in the Church of England, 1876

Sunday
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CHRIST THE KING
(The Sunday next before Advent)

Monday

22

Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, ca 230

Tuesday

23

Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, ca 100

Thursday

25

Catherine of Alexandria, 4th Century;
Isaac Watts, Hymn Writer, 1748

Sunday

28

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Tuesday

30

ANDREW THE APOSTLE
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Richard Kirby
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Chris Hjelt
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 402465
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Vacant

01234 360851
01234 262123

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Vacant
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Mary Cope
Wendy & Bill Roffe
Antony Collinson

01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 343283
01234 342287
01234 262123

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Michael Barker
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 306139
01234 301181
01234 266425

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
First Aid:
Kate Groves
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Nesta Gedrych
Planned Giving:
Michael Barker
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison
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01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 342724
01234 404970
07814 264869
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 306139
01234 407298
01234 217261

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
Second Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion
with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing
(Common Worship)
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
WEEKDAYS
Monday to Friday
9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
All our usual morning services have now resumed in line with Covid
recommendations but please see Pews News or our Facebook page for up to
date information.
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk

St Mary's Church, Goldington.
Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook

Editorial Team:
Proofreading:
Treasurer:

Sarah Collinson
Christopher Hjelt
Shelly Dennison
Mary Cope

Mary Everitt
Vacant

Please note that the deadline for the December issue is
Sunday, 7th November.
The deadline for articles to be included in the January issue is
Sunday, 5th December.
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.
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