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One of our Readers writes
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
O'er the world's tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us keep us feed us,
For we have no hope but Thee;
Yet possessing every blessing
If our God our Father be.
Words from a familiar, traditional Christian hymn asking for
guidance and protection from God through times of distress and
despair. Words and sentiments that seem to resonate at this
time of turbulence, change, loss and dread. Feeling we are being
tossed about, many of us are searching for guidance and a place
of refuge.
No sooner had we begun to move on from a global pandemic,
than we find ourselves living at a time of war that is not so far
away as to leave us unaffected, as well as a financial squeeze
and uncertainty that many people living in our parish will find
difficult.
The hymn encourages us to turn to a God that can lead us, guard
us, and feed us through the storm. And, although we may be
bruised and confused our journey with God can also bring many
blessings. Covid has taught us not to take simple things for
granted. Meeting and being with other people, a smiling face,
enjoying familiar and new experiences are an important part of
our lives and give us some light.
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
All our weakness Thou dost know;
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert Thou didst go.
The Easter story reminds us that God through His Son Jesus
Christ understands what it is like for ordinary human beings to
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go through a time of pain and anguish. He knew how volatile
and lonely human life could be and that this makes us faint and
weary.
Jesus lived at a time of Roman occupation, competing pol itical
and religious ideologies; the rich got away with it, while the
poor have to struggle on, making the best of things, their voice
usually ignored. Then there are the crowds who cheer and jeer,
friends who hide and authorities who have to protect their own
position.
For Christians the message of the Gospel is that God is not so
remote from each of us and it is Jesus who seeks to come
alongside, walk and talk with us through our desert. Are we on
the road to Emmaus, lost and confused as to what life ha s dealt
us, longing for someone to explain things as well as offer rest
and refreshment?
Spirit of our God, descending,
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
Love with every passion blending,
Pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.

As you read this the Church will be approaching Pentecost when we
will be asking the Holy Spirit to descend with a new understanding
of God's love and energy. After our journey through the desert may
we find that we have been provided for, released from guilt and
guided into a new peace.
May the words of this hymn, whether we sing it or say them, find a
meaning and a message of God's love in our lives. That in a time of
personal and worldly challenge God is not the one who changes or
abandons but offers some much needed light, hope and warmth.

Michael
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From the Registers
We congratulate those who have married
25th March 2022

Louise Elizabeth Stratton &
Peter James Betts

We remember those who have died
21st March
11th April

Richard Wiltshire
Robert Charles Richardson

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15th - 21st MAY 2022

Hungry for justice fighting starvation in an
age of plenty
Thank you to everyone involved in the Lent Lunches for providing
our hot soup and hospitality during Lent. Your donations have
kick started the fundraising for this year’s Christian Aid Week.
You will be receiving your Red Collection Envelopes shortly
before Christian Aid Week at church services. Anyone wanting
theirs delivered please let me know.
If you prefer to give online or by phone visit caweek.org or call
08080006006.
We do not propose doing any house to house collections now for
safety and Covid reasons.
Thank you from Wendy & Dorothy (Coordinators)
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1,350 years of
Ripon Cathedral
In March we had a few days away
in North Yorkshire. The area has a
rich Christian heritage and it’s
well worth exploring. Whilst there
we visited Ripon Cathedral, which
it turns out is marking a major
milestone in 2022 as it is 1,350
years since its consecration by St
Wilfrid in 672AD. The AngloSaxon Crypt is all that remains of
Wilfrid’s original basilica church,
but this space is the oldest part of
any English cathedral.

began to build what is now Ripon
Cathedral. A stained glass window
in the St Wilfrid’s Chapel depicts
events from his life.

Wilfrid was born in around 634 in
the Kingdom of Northumbria into
an aristocratic family. At 14 he was
sent by the Queen to be educated
at the monastery on the island of
Lindisfarne. A few years later he
set out on the first of three trips
to Rome where he was impressed
by the church buildings and their
monastic communities. On his
return to Northumbria, Wilfrid
was made Abbot of Ripon and

Ripon exterior
There’s plenty to see when
exploring the cathedral. Ripon is
famous for the wooden carvings in
the quire which inspired some of
the characters in Lewis Carroll’s
Alice inWonderland. Carroll’s father
was a canon of the cathedral. One
of the most eye-catching wooden
carvings is the hand above the
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entrance to the quire. This
ingenious mechanical hand, which
still works, was installed in 1695
so that the organist could also
conduct the choir.

wrote some of his finest poems.
He was killed in action just one
week before the end of the war.
The chapel was created as a place
to pray for the end of injustice and
peace in the world. The beautiful
stained glass hanging above was
created by artist John Lawson. It
shows Christ as judge but also as
the bringer of peace, with his hand
raised in blessing.
The Chapel of the Holy Spirit is
home to three pieces of gold

Wooden carving in the choir
The Chapel for Justice and Peace
includes a tribute to the First
World War poet and soldier
Wilfrid Owen. Owen spent time
in the cathedral in the spring of
1917 as he recovered in Ripon
from Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder. During this time he

The Chapel of Justice and Peace
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sculpture, created in 1970. A
three-dimensional golden cross,
suspended mid-air above the altar,
is inspired by space technology
and represents God’s Spirit in
Jesus. God’s Spirit in Creation is
symbolised in a simple model of
an atom. At the entrance to the
chapel is a screen decorated with
flames and flashes of lightening
representing Pentecost.

The abbey was founded in 1132
when a group of monks left St
Mary’s Abbey in York (about 30
miles away) in search of a simpler
and more devout way of life.
However, by the mid 1200s
Fountains Abbey had become one
of the richest and most powerful
monastic houses in the country
through the production and
exporting of wool. The abbey was
dissolved in 1539. Today we are
left with some relatively well
preserved ruins which tell the
story of the monastery from the
mill and wool-house to the abbey
church and cloister.

An ornate medieval stone screen
dates from around 1480 and is
now home to a series of statues of
kings and saints with connections
to the cathedral. These were
added in the 1940s and 50s to give
visitors a window on to the
colourful medieval church.
A circular pilgrimage route from
the cathedral to Fountains Abbey,
which sits three miles outside the
city, has been used on Boxing Day
for the last 45 years. In 2021 a
summer pilgrimage was added to
encourage people to get out
walking in Yorkshire following the
lifting of Covid restrictions.

Fountains Abbey
Shelly Dennison
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Bishop’s Visit to PCC
ONE OF THE LESSONS that I have learnt over the years from
reflection on the accounts in all four Gospels of Jesus feeding
the five thousand is the importance of giving thanks for what we
have, not bemoaning what we don’t have. In Matthew’s Gospel
the response from the disciples to Jesus’ request that they feed
the people is ‘We have here only five loaves of bread and two
fishes’. And yet taken, blessed, broken and given they are
enough; more than enough for there are baskets left over. As
with our Eucharist the Christ whose body is broken, whose
blood is spilt, feeds us all.
AT THE END OF MAY I will be coming to the St Mary’s PCC. I
have committed to visiting all the PCCs in Bedfordshire over the
next three years. It will be an opportunity to thank the PCC once
again, and through them, each one of you for your faithfulness,
dedication and generosity over the last two years of pandemic.
IT WILL ALSO BE A CHANCE to reflect further on God’s blessings
to us and you in Goldington. How that reality of God’s
abundance in apparent time of scarcity (which is very real for
many given the economic pressures we face) is being lived out
in your parish and where God might be leading you. I hope it
will be a rich conversation in which I listen as much as speak, as
together we hold each other accountable for the flourishing of
Christ’s church and His people. There are many challenges
before us, but together we can rise to meet them as we live out
God’s love. We may only have what seem modest resources, but
we are the children of the God who gives us life, life in all
abundance.
+Richard
Bishop of Bedford
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Early Mothering Sunday
Messy Church
On Sunday 20th March about 20 children and 20
adults gathered in the Church hall for our Early
Mothering Sunday Messy Church. We were joined by Rev’d Alison
Jackson from the Diocese’s Reaching New People Team. She provided
positive feedback and appreciation of
our set up.
Our youngest children were 18
months old and the oldest ten years
old. We get quite a lot of
grandparents coming with their
grandchildren and they enjoy
spending quality time with their
grandchildren.
The children started making tulip
cards for Mothering Sunday. Then
some of them tackled fiendishly
difficult origami cards; we had the video instructions
on loop and by the end of the session I could still only manage four out
of the eight demonstrated! We set up a free craft table and children
and adults alike chose materials to make their own Mothering Sunday
cards. We had some very creative responses.
The last craft was icing heart-shaped biscuits with pink butter cream
and decorating them with sugar flowers and hearts and other sugar
goodies. I’m not sure how many of these will make these through to
Mothering Sunday!
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We then had some
worship and talked about
Mothering Sunday.
Tanya played and the
children sang ‘Thank you
Lord for this Fine Day’,
‘Thank you Lord for
Mums and Dads’ and
‘Thank you God for
Messy Church’.
We then said Grace and the
amazing Marcus and Andy Richardson produced sausages in rolls at
just the right moment.
Our next events are the Palm Sunday Donkey walk at 2.30 pm and then
Messy Church Good Friday at 10.00 am in the Paddock and Church
Hall.
May I take this
opportunity to thank
my wonderful team
and Simon for all
the support.
Cathy Sanderson
Reader/ Messy Church
Team Leader
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“I think most people in the
church know me as Marilou’s
husband which is just
wonderful, but when the opportunity arose to
lend support to St Mary’s, I was happy to step forward in another role. I
joined the PCC, taking on the role of Treasurer on Richard’s retirement,
because this was simply the best way to use my knowledge and
experience. I have been a qualified accountant for over 30 years, wholly
in the government service, and I am currently working full time to
stabilise one of the new Northamptonshire Councils. I have also
volunteered for similar roles in the past. For example, I was the Chair of
Finance to a large Church of England maintained comprehensive
school in my home city and also the Treasurer of the
Nottinghamshire YMCA. I look forward to working with
you all to ensure the continuing financial stability of St
Mary’s and please don’t hesitate to contact me if you
want to discuss finance or, indeed, anything at all.
Except for when my beloved Nottingham
Forest are playing!”

Jeff Abbott
Treasurer

I showed an interest to serve on the PCC when Colin mentioned you
were looking for members a few weeks ago when we were working at
the churchyard. The next thing I knew we are where we are now! I've
wanted to be involved more in the church though, that's
why I enjoy working on the churchyard (particularly
tidying up the Garden Of Rest).
I do look forward to learning more about the PCC and I
guess the best way for that is to serve. Then, hopefully,
I may be able to make a tangible contribution.

Alan Bates
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I grew up in Weston-Super-Mare and my first involvement in my local
church was because it ran a toddler group there weekly and my mum
used to take me and my sister frequently. I met my oldest friend therewe are still in touch 36 years later! Then at the age of around 7, I started
attending Sunday School too. The church also used to run holiday
sessions - something similar to Messy Church but all day and my parents
used to allow my sister and me to go.
I got involved in Guiding at the age of 8 and was a Brownie then a Guide.
We routinely attended special services at St Mark’s and this continued
until I left Guides at 15. Then I remained out of Guiding until I met Stella
(known to some of you) and she got me involved in the Brownies at
Putnoe Heights. Then our next project was to set up a new Guide unit
and Stella suggested the venue to be St Mary’s. Our first meeting was
23rd April 2013 and this was the beginning of my involvement with St
Mary’s. Once my shift patterns at Tesco changed from weekend working
to Mon-Fri shifts, I regularly began to attend Sunday services from Jan
2015. Since then I have been involved in many things
including readings, refreshments, Diddy Disciples and
fête planning.

teach

Seems like my next challenge was to volunteer to
become Churchwarden and I’m very much looking
forward to helping St Mary’s grow further. I now
teach teenagers history at a school in Luton.

Nesta Gedrych
Churchwarden
With the Vicar as chairman, Nesta, Jeff and Alan join Colin Last (Churchwarden),
Sarah Collinson (Secretary), Chris Jones, Susan Lane, Debbie Richardson, Cathy
Sanderson, D-J Alino-Wilcockson and Chris Hjelt who were re-elected or are
continuing their terms of office. Michael Furlong, Sue Lennon and Marcus
Ottaviani serve as ex officio members.
Please continue to support your PCC by your prayers and practical assistance.
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A Rocha Monthly Prayer Diary

2 May
At the start of this month we remember our rural reserve in North Essex, Foxearth
Meadows. Give thanks that we are able to welcome visitors to the reserve for the
open air service this Sunday 8 May. Pray that this would be a blessing and
encouragement for all attending. We are also delighted that work is underway to build
an accessible pathway for the mobility-impaired. Please pray that we will soon have
the resources to finish the project and that it will enable many more people to enjoy
this beautiful site.
9 May
This week, we invite you to pray for Wolf Fields, our urban nature reserve in West
London. With the help of local churches, we have been creating a prayer Labyrinth
(see image above) and a new wildflower meadow. Give thanks that the reserve is
maintained as a haven for nature where many can come to reflect and encounter God
through His creation. As people of different faiths and cultural backgrounds work
together on the site, pray for wisdom and understanding as relationships are built.
16 May
On 16-17 May, our Head of Conservation Andy Lester and our Partners in Action
coordinator Regina Ebner are speaking at the National Cathedrals conference. Please
pray for them as they speak to 49 diocesan leaders, that they would inspire those
present as they consider how to use their land for nature and for the community.
Please also pray for strength and energy for Andy and Regina as they travel
extensively across the country visiting prospective and current Partners in Action.
23 May
Our conservation Partners in Action programme is growing rapidly and we give thanks
for five new partners who have joined in the last couple of months: Nettle Hill Retreat
Centre in Warwickshire, Heatree Activity centre in Devon, Knowlands Farm in East
Sussex, the Othona Community in Essex, and The Hayes Conference Centre in
Derbyshire. Please also pray that our current partners, who are in the process of
recruiting staff to help with their conservation work, can find the right people to join
their teams.
30 May
At the start of Volunteer Week we are thankful for the important role that the many A
Rocha UK volunteers undertake in caring for the environment around us. Each week
there are conservation and volunteering days at our reserves where volunteers
provide a vital extra pair of hands. Give thanks for those who come along, for their
hard work and cheerfulness, and for the relaxed conversations that touch on faith.
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SHEEP OR GOAT?
North Bedford Churches Together Lent Course
Are you a sheep or a goat? If you are familiar with one of the
parables that Jesus tells his disciples (Matthew 25 v31 - 46) you will
want to be a sheep and not end up in eternal punishment like a
goat. It is one of my favourite parables as it illustrates clearly the
obligation we have as Christians to help those less fortunate than
ourselves.
It is this parable that North Bedford Churches Together used as the
basis of this year’s joint Lent Course.
‘For when I was hungry you gave me food; when thirsty you gave
me drink; when I was a stranger you took me into your home; when
naked you clothed me; when I was ill you came to my help; when in
prison you visited me’. (Matthew 25 v35-36)
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25 v40)
(The sheep were those who helped; the goats were those who
didn’t.)
Over the five weeks of the course we heard from organisations in
Bedford who in our modern world today are endeavouring to put
these verses into practice. Helping the hungry, the needy, the
dispossessed, the stranger, the vulnerable. I found their talks very
inspiring.
They were:
St. Vincent de Paul Society www.svp.org.uk
Bedfordshire Refugee & Asylum Seeker Support
www.brassbedford.org.uk
Bedford Foodbank

www.bedford.foodbank.org.uk

Beyond Detention (Yarlswood Befrienders)
www.beyonddetention.org
Bedford Street Angels

www.bedfordstreetangels.org.uk
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At each session a different church led us in worship and discussion.
There was a Wednesday evening session at Holy Cross church,
repeated on Thursday morning at Putnoe Heights church (with a
bring-your-own-lunch afterwards and soup, and a chance to talk to
others). These were in person and after the months of lockdown a
very welcome and liberating experience. An average of about 15
people attended each session.
These are local organisations and deserve our support. If you
missed the Lent course you can catch up on their stories by visiting
their websites. You can volunteer to help, or donate to keep them
going. Be a sheep and not a goat!
Please look out for other North Bedford Churches Together events
in the remainder of 2022.

An invitation for one or two people to join us on the NBCT
committee, people with new fresh ideas
I have always been keen to support cooperation with other churches
and have been secretary of North Bedford Churches Together (and
Goldington Churches Together before that) for a number of years.
Our aim is to grow closer together by witnessing, worshipping,
studying, ministering and serving together in the local community –
we are able to achieve more by working together. We do have
differences of course but we are all Christians at heart and we
should be sharing our faith with the outside world. I have made
some good friends through NBCT and I’m sure you could too.
Simon has been our chairman for the past 3 years and is due to
stand down this year.
It would be good to see some new faces. Please contact me if you
are interested.
Colin Last
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We are delighted to include this item in memory of Bob
Richardson, a former bass in St Mary’s Church Choir, who
died in March.

O for

the Wings, for the Wings of a Dove

Music - the power to soften anger, lift depression, reduce you to
tears or laughter and transport you back to earlier times. ‘O for
the wings of a dove’ takes me back to my early teens in the late
1940s, not long after the end of the Second World War when I
was a boy soprano in the Methodist Chapel choir in Offa Road,
just off Ampthill Road, Bedford.
Our choir master was George Thompson, at that time a reporter
for the "Bedfordshire Times". He coached me in the solo soprano
part for some weeks and our rendition of this lovely piece of
music over the succeeding months was very successful. As a
postscript, it was one September when, helping to wheel patients
at Bedford South Wing hospital down to the Chapel for the
Sunday morning service, who should 1 see wheeled in but Mrs
Abbott who was a member of the Offa Road Chapel choir when 1
was the boy soprano and who I had not seen since getting married
and moving away from the Ampthill Road area in the late 1950s.
Bob Richardson.
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May 26

Wednesday 15th June 2022 7.30pm to 9pm
Belief welcomes

Luke Bretherton
‘Christ, Democracy, and the
Struggle for a Common Life’
On Zoom
All welcome. £10 per person.
Please book in advance at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/272123918967
any problems email Stephanie at:
belief@standrewsbedford.org
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A LETTER TO ST MARY’S FROM ANDREW AND MIA
Dear Friends,
We are ashamed to find that the last letter to our friends at St
Mary’s was over a year ago. We have been viewing services online
from St Mary’s and read the monthly Parish and People which helps
to maintain a conscious link between us, the church and all those that we
know at St Mary’s. We have noted with much sadness the passing of those
we knew. On watching the recent Sunday service from St Mary’s we heard
that Bob Richardson had died and earlier the passing of Brenda Keech. We
have warm memories of them both having sung with them in the choir. All
such long standing members of St Mary’s will be so sadly missed by so
many.
We also noted from the sermon given by Simon of how everyone
needs to recognise the connection between their engagement within
worship and that of the practical issues needed within the church
especially within the PCC. Even though Andrew was only a Churchwarden
for a relatively short time, it was enough to make us aware of the
importance of seeing worship and service being one of the same thing. We
were very happy to know that last year Colin Last became a churchwarden
and see that some of his skills have focused on work in the Churchyard
something that Andrew has great empathy with.
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The awful invasion of Ukraine by Russia has touched people
deeply here in Sweden as in so many other countries. It is being
covered well on the news. Sweden being closely aligned with the
other Baltic states, the level of anxiety here is heightened. We are able to
pick up the BBC radio which makes things a little easier for Andrew. Our
hopes and prayers for a cessation of hostility join all those who are so
bitterly affected.
This afternoon the sun shines brightly, as it has done for several
days now, yet often still well below zero at night. The remnants of
snow and ice remain in the shaded parts of the garden. Only two
weeks ago the ice was still sufficiently thick, on the Baltic, for us to see
skaters on the water in front of us, always with their testing stick and safety
gear in a back pack. It is amazing how fast they go, rarely giving a chance
of us getting a photograph. With bright sunshine during the day our house
warms up such that no heating has been needed night or day for over a
month. Mind you earlier lows of -19°c did require the wood burner to be
lit.
Speaking with some old friends in Bedford they were already
needing to cut their grass. As you might imagine we are a little
way behind. The Blåsippa (Blue Anemone) are only just beginning
to show their heads and just a suggestion of buds on the trees. Early this
month the apple trees were carefully pruned under Mia’s expert eye and
yesterday the overgrown lilac trees were cut back. On the wild life side the
Ängsholmen hares have been out and about again, our Sea Eagle was to be
seen landing on the ice and a large Elk recently crossed the road in front of
our car.
For over a year it became evident that the pain that Mia had in
her right knee could only be overcome with an operation. On 9th
March she had this op and is now making good progress. We have
so much gratitude for the skill of the wonderful surgeons and the nursing
care.
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As to the impact of Covid, not much has changed for us. Our
contact with others during the year has been minimal. We began to
return to church and choir but when the new variant arrived we went
back into isolation with extra caution due to the promise of a time for
Mia’s op.
It is amazing to realise that our wooden house is now 10 years old.
This meant that the whole of the outside was due for painting. This
took us most of the summer and required climbing a ladder to
heights that I am never comfortable with. What Mia managed despite
limited mobility was amazing and the additional help from her two
daughters made all the difference. So a house that was once grey and white
is now red and white, and more traditionally Swedish.
We continue to make good use of WhatsApp to communicate
directly with those in England, Andrew’s daughter and family in
Australia and others in Portugal and Italy. The regular calls with
Andrew’s eldest brother Tim are always most welcome and often amusing
with anecdotes from his driving for the elderly ( he a young 78 year old!)
and his involvement in East Dean church, let alone his expertise in Ten Pin
Bowling. Which brings to mind the Indoor Bowls in St Mary’s church hall
missed by Andrew. Tim did have a go there with the indoor bowls where
he found it a touch tricky!
Mia continues apace with her knitting. She most likely gets
withdrawal symptoms when a day goes by without those knitting
needles being in action. Needless to say she greatly misses St Mary’s
Knitters and Natters.
Andrew is now more active on his artistic pursuits and presently
has a drawing in the Spring Exhibition in Nynäshamn. With
encouragement from old Art School friends he has started posting
work on Instagram under andrewrolandjelly of what he is doing now and
what he did in the past and finds it good to get some feedback from those
who find some appeal in his achievements.
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Andrew’s daughter and family hope to be visiting England and
Bedford in the latter part of May. It would be the first time of seeing
Andrew’s grandson Rupert who will be 2 years old in August. If this
goes ahead we intend to come over to see them. In which case a visit to St
Mary’s would be a must, when we will look forward to meeting up with
everyone.
Wishing all the very best for the community of St Mary’s, with our
thoughts and prayers
Andrew and Mia
This image was taken
early morning on the
day before Christmas.
The Baltic is covered
with ice and had
remained so from
November until early
March. Skaters were
often to be seen at
weekends passing
gracefully by. As
there was not so much
snow on the surface it
was ideal for the
skaters. They always
had their testing stick
and backpack with
safety kit.

The house that
was grey seen
from the south
where the altan
goes the full
length of the
South side and
West end of the
house.
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This picture gives an idea of some of the things we get up to. The wooden structure in the foreground is
what is called a 'bock'. As can be seen I stack wood in the bock. I am then able to use the chain saw to
saw the lengths of wood into lengths for our wood burner, the thicker pieces would be split with our
hydraulic wood splitter. The building is what we call the boat house (in Swedish 'sjöborden') although it is
not right next to the water, it holds all the boating kit, oars etc, plus all our gardening tools. So it is very
regularly in use. In the winter the Baltic rises quite high. This year it did rise to go well under the boat
house.

Mia and I are enjoying
a glass of wine with
Mia's sister Ulla and
husband Bertil on our
decking (altan in
Swedish). The altan
was built by me in
2017.
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This month we celebrate the lives of John and Charles
Wesley, two of the greatest evangelists of the 17th/18th
centuries. John is particularly noted for his powerful
preaching while Charles is best remembered as a very
prolific hymn writer. Even today there are more hymns by
Charles Wesley in our hymnbook than by Kendrick and Forster. Only J M Neale has a
larger contribution but in general he concentrated on translating hymns rather than
original offerings.
Nearly every week we sing something by the Wesleys but how well do you know them?
Can you fill in the missing words from these couplets? Some are taken from the middle
verses.
“ The praises of Jesus the - - - - - - proclaim,
Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.”
“ Soldiers of Christ, arise,
And put your - - - - - - on.”
“ Put thou thy - - - - - in God
In duty’s path go on.”
“ There let it for Thy glory burn
With - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - blaze”
“ Jesus! The Name that calms our fears,
That bids our - - - - - - - cease,”
“ Jesu, Thou art all compassion,
Pure - - - - - - - - - love Thou art;”

Which of these is by John
Wesley, his only entry in our
hymn books?

“ Christ, by highest heaven adored
Christ, the - - - - - - - - - - Lord.”
“ Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go
My daily - - - - - - - to pursue.”
“ Come, Thou long - - - - - - - - Jesus
Born to set Thy people free.”
“ Dark and - - - - - - - - - is the morn
Unaccompanied by Thee.”
Answers: angels, armour, trust (John Wesley), inextinguishable, sorrows, unbounded,
everlasting, labour, expected, cheerless
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CALENDAR, MAY 2022
Sunday

1

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Monday

2

PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES

Wednesday

4

English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation Era

Sunday

8

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Thursday

12

Gregory Dix, Priest, Monk, Scholar 1952

Saturday

14

MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE

Sunday

15

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Monday

16

Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877

Thursday

19

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Restorer of Monastic Life, 988

Friday

20

Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours 804

Saturday

21

Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330

Sunday

22

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Monday

23

Rogation Day

Tuesday

24

John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers,
1791 and 1788
Rogation Day

Wednesday

25

The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow,
Scholar, Historian, 735
Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709
Rogation Day

Thursday

26

ASCENSION DAY

Saturday

28

Lanfranc, Prior of Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089

Sunday

29

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY)

Monday

30

Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906

Tuesday

31

VISIT OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO ELIZABETH
Rogation Day
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of
St Alban's diocese in our prayers
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sund
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Diocesan Board for Mission and Ministry
Reaching New People
Chaplains within Educational Establishments
Sawbridgeworth (Bishop's Stortford)
Standon (Bishop's Stortford)
Stocking Pelham (Bishop's Stortford)
Thorley (Bishop's Stortford)
Anstey (Buntingford)
Ardeley (Buntingford)
Ashwell (Buntingford)
Aspenden (Buntingford)
Baldock (Buntingford)
Barkway (Buntingford)
Barley (Buntingford) Matthias
Benington (LEP) (Buntingford)
Brent Pelham (Buntingford)
Buntingford with Layston (Buntingford)
Bygrave (Buntingford)
Clothall (Buntingford)
Cottered (Buntingford)
Hinxworth (Buntingford)
Hormead with Wyddial (Buntingford)
Kelshall (Buntingford)
Meesden (Buntingford)
Newnham (Buntingford)
Reed and Buckland (Buntingford), Ascension Day
Royston (Buntingford)
Rushden (Buntingford)
Sandon (Buntingford)
Therfield (Buntingford)
Throcking (Buntingford), The Visitation
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Jeff Abbott
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Chris Hjelt
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 402465
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Vacant

01234 360851
01234 262123

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Vacant
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Mary Cope
Vacant
Antony Collinson

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Michael Barker
Russell Bloom
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
First Aid:
Kate Groves
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Planned Giving
Vacant
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison
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01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 343283
01234 262123
01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 306139
01234 310051
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 342724
01234 404970
07814 264869
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 407298
01234 217261

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
Second Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion
with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing
(Common Worship)
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
WEEKDAYS
Monday to Friday
9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk
Editorial Team:
Proofreading:
Treasurer:

Sarah Collinson
Mary Everitt
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk
Christopher Hjelt
Vacant
Shelly Dennison
Mary Cope

Please note that the deadline for the June issue is
Sunday, 1st May.
The deadline for articles to be included in the July issue is
Sunday, 5th June.
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
Editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.
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