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Our Associate Priest writes
‘For everything there is a season,’ said the writer of the book of
Ecclesiastes. Well I have never observed the seasons as closely as I have
through spring and summer this year. My observation has been mostly of
the wild flowers and their individual seasons and those observations have
brought me so much joy. Immediately after lockdown I was restricted to
my own garden. Here it was our apple tree that was the focus of my
attention as each day I went out with my camera, first taking a picture of
the whole tree and then taking a close-up of some of the buds that were
forming and beginning to open. I delighted in the gradual opening of each
bud and watched as the bees and other insects busily pollinated the
flowers. Beneath the tree cowslips flowered along with buttercups and
daisies. I found myself singing a hymn I learnt at infant school, ‘Daisies are
our silver, buttercups our gold. This is all the treasure we can have or
hold.’ When there was so much loss, including family having to cancel a
visit and not being able to see my Mum whose life was drawing to a close,
the flowers were genuine treasures for me.
Later when we were able to go out for walks with a friend I discovered
several different routes. It was a real find wandering up the green lane
beside Putnoe Woods, past the golf course to the meadow beyond and
then finding the path through a hedge up to the Hillfort. Along this route
there were lots of different wildflowers beginning to appear. Along the
margin of the meadow I spotted the bee orchids and then walking up to
Mowsbury Hillfort the pretty common orchids. Delicate grass vetchlings
could be seen hiding in the long grass on the way down on the other side.
The hedgerows were full of pink and white wild roses and white elder
flowers forming floral cascades. In the meadow we could see and hear sky
larks soaring above us. Later on the meadow, by now full of wild flowers,
was alive with butterflies and bees. As some flowers faded then other
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varieties took their place - some in great profusion especially meadow
vetchling in the meadow and agrimony on the Hillfort.
Jesus’ words, ‘Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one
of these.’ so often came to mind and I was prompted to make an e-card
to share this verse and a photo of the bee orchids with friends I had an
email address for. This e-card and some of my photos are in a short slide
show I’ve created which you can view here.
bit.ly/2BMCcfX
Paul in Romans (1.20) notes that God’s ‘eternal power and divine nature,
... have been understood and seen through the things he has made’ and
it has been through nature that I have been most aware of God’s
presence throughout the lockdown and it has been a great comfort.
Scripture several times refers to the ephemeral quality of the natural
world in contrast to God’s endurance and his ‘steadfast love’ which ‘is
from everlasting to everlasting’ (Psalm 103.17). Those words which I so
often read aloud because they are words used in the Committal at a
funeral service bring me back to the immense loss of life during these
months, including the loss of our own dear Sheila and the loss of close
family members for some of us. We grieve our loss but are held within
God’s loving embrace.
As summer turns to autumn and we see the trees losing the leaves
which we saw develop from buds just a few months ago let’s remember
that as they fall ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.’ (Hebrews 13.8) and that his love and mercy towards us is never
failing.

Jennie
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From the Registers
We remember those who have died
13th July
16th July
17th July
22nd July
28th July
30th July

David Spencer
Michelle Creese
Cicely Ayres
Trevor Barker
Rosemary Moore
Sheila Berry

3rd August

David Browne

I am delighted to report that, thanks to the generosity and kindness of
SMART CJS supporters,
the SMART Prebend Centre emergency appeal has reached an

AMAZING £26,500!
More people needing our help due to unemployment
The appeal, launched in March, was created to fund an anticipated shortfall
in donations from groups who would usually meet and raise money for the
service, before Covid-19 took us all by surprise. As our teams watched
events unfold along with the rest of the world, we honestly didn’t know what
to expect from the appeal. Lives have been turned upside down due to the
pandemic; many have seen their income cut by 20% due to the furlough
scheme, some have lost their income entirely, while others, sadly, have become homeless.
Our volunteers and the Bedford community have been truly inspirational
I have been overwhelmed by the support we have received over the
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past four months; the local response to the virus has been unbelievable. I have seen individual donors giving money, cheques and making
online donations, local groups holding online meetings and charitable trusts
freeing up emergency funds to help small charities like SMART CJS survive. But it’s not all about money; the reaction we’ve had from locals offering to help with their time and donations of other goods has been phenomenal! From donations of clothing, food, and toiletries, to the
many selfless and brave Bedford heroes joining our team as volunteers!
The appeal has been another extraordinary example of the Bedford community uniting to help those in need, and I am amazed and humbled by
your efforts to keep people safe! This has been a remarkable time for us
all, but once again the community has pulled together.

Your donations have helped to set up and keep operational the
temporary hotel- based homeless service in Bedford, which is managed by SMART CJS. Money has funded Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) for our frontline staff and volunteers and has made possible the purchase of laptops so our teams can record and access vital information.
Most importantly, funds from the appeal helped us to keep safe Bedford’s homeless in secure accommodation during the pandemic. This
has helped to protect the vulnerable people accessing the hotel, the NHS
and the wider community. To date, SMART CJS has supported more
than 60 individuals per month and has seen numerous positive outcomes for service users, with many being helped into suitable accommodation.
We are seeing an increased number of people accessing our drug & alcohol and homeless services as a result of COVID-19 and we believe this
trend will continue.
Whatever comes next, SMART CJS remains committed to preventing
further homelessness and supporting those already homeless to take
the steps they need to create a better life.

Heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support,
Anita McCallum
Chief Executive Officer- SMART CJS
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Of Alexa, Google and Smart Speakers
Many of us have ‘Smart’ devices, although the word ‘smart’ is sometimes a questionable name.
However they are now part of our lives and the Church of England has
engaged with it.
Did you know they can help you to pray and learn your Bible and
much more?
The smart speaker skill enables millions of users to ask the Church of
England for prayers, explanations of the Christian faith, locationbased information about local church events and services, and more.
To get started, just follow the instructions for your device below:

Alexa, open the Church of
England

Hey Google, talk to the
Church of England

The Church of England smart speaker apps are integrated closely
with A Church Near You to help you find out about services and
events going on close to where you are throughout the year.
The apps also seek to increase users' knowledge of the Christian
faith by answering questions such as:
What is the Bible?
Who is God?
What is a Christian?
Many of the answers draw on material from the Pilgrim discipleship
course and The Pilgrim Way.
Did you know you can ask Alexa to say grace or the Lord’s Prayer?
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For young people fascinated with technology this can be a way to
also engage them with faith.
Here are a some of many things you can ask a smart speaker:Just say:- open the Church of England…and ask
About
About
About
About
About
About

christenings
Church of England funerals
church weddings
the Bible
the Church of England
the Holy Spirit
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For

a family prayer
a grace before meals
a night prayer
a prayer for morning
an evening prayer
my nearest church
the Ten Commandments
today's prayer
today’s video

How to become a Christian
How to pray
To find churches near...(town)
To read a night prayer
To read me the Apostle's Creed
To read me The Beatitudes
To read me The Lord's Prayer
What Christians believe
What faith is
What Holy Communion is
What it means to believe in God
Who Jesus Christ is
Who the Archbishop of Canterbury is
Who the Archbishop of York is

Simon Dommett
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I have taken this title from a book my friend was reading. It fits
the way I felt on Sunday when I walked down to church. I had a letter from Fred Padley telling me to be on duty so I was there early to
receive instructions on the "new normal" As much as I have been very
appreciative of the online services and several friends are most grateful for it, I have desperately missed being part of the family gathering
each week.
We were asked to indicate the previous week if we were attending,
as numbers have to be restricted. Soon a steady stream arrived no
doubt as delighted to be there as I was. The obligatory mask prevented me seeing any smiles that were around though. Sadly there
was no time to stop and chat as everyone had to be social distanced
and instructed to sanitise their hands before being shown to a seat. I
was stationed behind a
table where a large bowl
had been placed with a
label asking people with
envelopes to put them in.
You can just picture the four months worth of envelopes that kept
coming. They had to then be put in the safe for 72 hours before the
Treasurer could welcome the much needed finances.

The Return

It was a joy to hear Tanya singing and playing her guitar before the
service also Heather singing later, Simon and whoever else must be
congratulated on the smooth running of the service, especially the
distribution of the wafers.
Well done to Marcus for his first sermon in front of our congregation. Such a delight to take communion again at last. The actual
highlight for me was saying the Lord’s Prayer together. Hearing those
familiar and much loved words spoken all around me rather than
praying them on my own over the weeks was special.
Mary Everitt
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Saturday 12 September 2020 - 9am to 5pm
What is the Sponsored Bike 'n Hike?
The sponsored Bike 'n Hike is an annual fundraising event organised
by the Beds and Herts Historic churches Trust. The aim is to raise
money both for the Trust and for the participating churches. Half of
every cyclist’s and walker’s sponsor money goes to the Trust and half
goes to the church of their choice. Consequently, the more cyclists or
walkers who take part, then the greater the direct benefit to that
church.
There is also an indirect benefit because the more funds the Trust
can raise, the more it will be able to offer as grants in support of
church repair projects across Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire.
There are over 600 churches taking part throughout Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire raising over £100,000 from some 1,000 cyclists
and walkers and their generous sponsors.
A Very Different Bike 'n Hike 2020
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic this year's Bike 'n Hike will be very
different.
It is even more important than ever this year because churches have
been closed for so long. Churches have lost income from services
and other fundraising events and buildings deteriorate even when
not in use. The Bike ’n Hike is key to enabling the Trust to continue
to give grants to churches and chapels for the care of their buildings,
which are so important in the lives of our towns and villages. The
Trust is non-denominational and the Bike ‘n Hike is supported by
many different denominations. Grants are available to any place of
public Christian worship of whatever age. The church’s share of the
money raised can be used for any of the church’s activities, not just
building projects.
It is open to everyone to take part, whether church-goer or not, bik8

ers, hikers and other visitors, whether by car, mobility scooter or
horse.
This year things will be different The objective is still to visit as
many churches and chapels as you can to obtain sponsorship for
your efforts.
However, because of the Covid-19 pandemic








Assume that churches will not be open
There will be no-one to welcome you
There may be no refreshments
Toilets are unlikely to be available
There will be no Register of Visitors
Please sign your own sponsor form
Stay safe and enjoy the day

If you take selfies at churches to show where you have visited, upload the best onto our Facebook page accessed through www.b-nh.co.uk/publicity.htm
After the event, everyone who has taken part should give the
money raised to their Church Organiser, together with their sponsorship forms. Sponsorship money can be gift-aided, which increases the amount by 25% courtesy of the tax man.
We encourage folk of all ages to take part but please be aware of
personal safety and take appropriate care.
Follow Government guidance on Covid-19, extant at the time.






If you enter a church, touch as little as possible
Take hand sanitiser
Take your own refreshments
Remember the Highway Code
Use off road routes where possible

If Government re-imposes restrictions, the event may need to be
cancelled. For up-to-date information, visit b-n-h.co.uk

Our co-ordinator is Bill Roffe who can be contacted on
01234 342287
Colin Last will be cycling for St Mary’s. Please join him for
a day of discovery and fundraising
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‘Creating a Buzz in Nepal’
with the Bishop of St Albans’
Harvest Appeal
2020
Our Bishop’s Annual Harvest
Appeal this year will help
many people in Nepal. In
2015, Nepal suffered immense
loss and devastation in two
major earthquakes; thousands
of lives were impacted- 9,000
people died, communities
made homeless, infrastructures collapsed and livelihoods
completely lost.
In more recent years, however, the Nepalese people are growing to appreciate the value of beekeeping. Bees help to maintain the fragile biodiversity, as pollinators, to enhance crop
production and a good income can be generated from sales of
honey. It has been estimated that the country of Nepal can
sustain 125,000 beehives; presently, there are around 26,000,
showing there is significant opportunity.

Dear friends,
The UN tells us that, of the one
hundred crop species that
provide 90% of the world’s food,
more than seventy are pollinated
by bees.

St John of Chrysostom said: ‘The
bee is more honoured than other
animals, not because she
labours, but because she labours
for others.’

Promoting beekeeping is,
therefore, not just good for the
people of Nepal directly affected
by this project, but also good for
the wellbeing of their country and
its ecology, and that of neighbouring countries.

Please join me, this Harvest, in
honouring not just the people of
Nepal, but also the humble and
essential bee who sets an
example to us all in these times.
+Alan St Albans
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The Bishop of St Albans’
Harvest Appeal 2020 is set in
South Asia, in the beautiful,
mountainous, landlocked
country of Nepal.
It’s only five years since Nepal
suffered two major earthquakes,
devastating lives, infrastructures
and livelihoods. Like many
people there, Manish – a
husband, father and pastor –
struggled to recover from the
devastation caused, especially as
the village’s water supply was
severely damaged. Families were
forced to make four trips a day
to neighbouring villages to
collect enough water to drink
and wash, leaving little time or
energy for their normal farming
work. As result, this farming
community was in dire need of
extra income to feed and provide
for families.

and owned a beehive. With the
support of CCM training, Manish
saw the potential to generate
new income for his family, and
quickly expanded from owning
one to six beehives. He learnt
how to look after the bees
properly, and began to sell
organic honey, candle wax and
other bee-related products.
Encouraged and motivated,
Manish is growing his
beekeeping activity and now
runs a successful business. He
keenly passes on what he has
learnt and encourages others in
his community to get involved
and work together. Manish’s
faith in God and entrepreneurial
attitude have inspired many
other people to build a
sustainable livelihood for their
own future, too.

This year, with your support,
around 900 people can be helped
Beekeeping was the solution.
to rebuild their lives through
With the benefits of training
beekeeping businesses. Bees are
offered through the local church,
an important part of our natural
Manish and his family’s lives
world, particularly now in Nepal,
have been transformed through
where communities are still
beekeeping. The approach of this
recovering from the tragic
training programme, Church and
earthquakes, and with concerns
Community Mobilisation (CCM),
of climate change, deforestation
is to assess what resources are
and the need for pollinators,
readily available to a community
bees are a very valuable
(for example, land, livestock)
commodity.
and use these to implement a
plan out of poverty. In this case
Will you help other Nepalese
the answer was bees.
people, like Manish and his
family, this Harvest?

Before the earthquakes, Manish
had an interest in beekeeping
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Harvest Appeal Prayer
Mighty Creator, Loving Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the wonder and beauty of your world and for
your extraordinary love, poured out for all people.
We ask you to equip and strengthen the Nepalese communities that were impacted by the brutal earthquakes of 2015, to
re-build their lives with hope and purpose.
We pray that they would know your generous provision and
your guiding presence with them.
Bless the beekeeping initiatives, may they flourish and,
through them, we pray that lives would be enriched and communities transformed.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen

OUR HARVEST APPEAL PARTNER
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal is partnering with Tearfund, a Christian international development agency, which seeks to
meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable people around the
world. Working alongside local churches and other locally-based organisations, Tearfund works in more than 50 countries, helping
people step into their full potential and realise plans for a better future. Registered Charity No. 265464 (England & Wales) Registered
Charity No. SC037624 (Scotland) Only Tearfund is registered with
the Fundraising Regulator. Photos: Tom Price/Tearfund 209
A gift of £53 could organise a CCM national and district level
facilitators’ meeting or make a difference in 30 people’s lives.
A gift of £260 could organise two monthly learning and sharing
meetings for church leaders to share what they have learnt.
A gift of £900 could cover the cost of running a CCM workshop
for facilitators to come and learn about the process.
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Thank You in anticipation of your
generous support to ‘Creating a Buzz
in Nepal’ – the Bishop of St Albans’
Harvest Appeal 2020
We will be collecting donations in
church over the coming weeks before our harvest festival on 27th
September.
If you are shielding and cannot attend church then donations can be
given via the PCC treasurer Mr
Richard Kirby 266425
If you wish to give directly to the
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal you can
use the online giving facility – ‘bee
button’ – & where indicated Tearfund, will collect the Gift Aid on
these donations.
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/bishop-s-annual-harvest-appeal/

Our Harvest in church
We will be celebrating Harvest in church this year on 27th
September.
Our focus will be the Bishop of St. Albans Harvest Appeal for which
there will be a request for funds. I expect our harvest celebrations
to be scaled down this year with Covid-19 restrictions meaning
sadly no harvest lunch.
Again covid restrictions may limit what we can do with fresh fruit
and vegetables and this will no doubt impact our harvest
decorations in church. However, we will continue to celebrate God’s
goodness and provision for us by showing our care for others. Any
dried and tinned goods will still go to the Smart Prebend Centre.
13

In partnership with

VOLUNTEER AS A BEFRIENDER
Volunteering with us gives you the opportunity to be part of a positive change in the lives of people experiencing social isolation
WITH OUR BEFRIENDING SERVICE WE WANT TO…
Create empowering friendships
Offer a listening ear
Show compassion
Anyone can be lonely even in a crowd.
We want to bring hope into your life again.

Our Aim
The Linking Lives Befriending Service exists to connect people in our community facing loneliness and isolation. We want to offer friendship so that
people will feel cared for and with support and encouragement, be able to
work towards making a positive change in their lives.

ARE YOU…







A good listener
Considerate
Caring
Confidential
Ready to try something new
Free for a few hours each week

If you answered yes, then why not come and join our team
Project 41 is run by Woodside Church Bedford
Charity no. 1186318, Company no. 12279065
Registered Office Woodside Church, Dover Crescent, Bedford
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LINKING LIVES | THE BEFRIENDING SERVICE
The Linking Lives Befriending Service has grown out of the work already carried out by Project 41 in the local community, Project 41 have seen loneliness and isolation becoming an increasing concern across all age groups, not
only amongst the older generation.
We are partnering with Linking Lives to offer a befriending service to those
who are lonely and isolated. We are bringing together a group of trained
volunteers who can form positive friendships with people in order to encourage them to become part of their local community.

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Our volunteers are trained to work with those who are experiencing social
isolation.
They will offer a listening ear, time and encouragement. Volunteers will then
support their Linking Lives friends (where appropriate) to integrate into the
life of their community.
The Linking Lives Befriending Service is available to all adults regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, beliefs or circumstances.

JOIN OUR TEAM!
What does a Befriending volunteer do?

Weekly one to one visits

Provides a positive influence

Listens and encourages
What skills will I need?

Be a good listener

Be non-judgmental

Be aware of confidentiality

Have an understanding of the stresses of life
What do we offer?

Specific group-based training sessions

On going support and mentoring
For more details contact
Befriending Service Project Co-ordinator at
Woodside Church, Dover Crescent, Bedford, MK41 8QH
07887 918885
befriending@woodsidechurch.com
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Services at St Mary’s
Most services in church have now resumed!
The pattern during September will be as follows:
Sunday, September 6th
8.00 am Holy Communion
9.30 am Family Praise
Sunday, September 13th and 20th
9.30 am Parish Communion
Sunday, September 27th
9.30 am Parish Communion for Harvest
Wednesday, September 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th
10.00 am Holy Communion
Please let us know if you hope to come so that
safe social distancing can be maintained.
Services still available on line-including
a recording of the Sunday service.
Please check this information in case there has been
any new changes to the Covid-19 restrictions.
All worship can be found online on this link

Please pray for Marcus, our Curate, and his family as he
prepares for his ordination to the diaconate
on Saturday 26th September
16

Your magazine
FOR six months now since Covid-19 restrictions were put in place Parish &

People has only been published online via our website although two or three
copies have been printed on request for those without internet access.
The digital version has been very well received but it is now time to look at
how we might proceed in the future.
THERE are advantages and drawbacks to both printed and digital versions.
We can reach a slightly different readership with the paper copy and many
people really like to have a physical edition to read as they drink their coffee,
for reference or when they are not online. The digital version however gives us
greater scope in formatting, the use of colour, photographs etc and what we
can reproduce and will, of course, reach more people who are not local. Before
lockdown the magazine was being printed in monochrome by St Andrew’s
Church and stapled and folded at St Mary’s. For practical purposes there are
limits on the number of pages. For the black and white printed edition the
magazine needs to be reformatted - we cannot just print a colour file in black
and white - meaning that two versions must be produced each month. If we
find somewhere to bulk print colour copies there will be cost implications.
Your printed magazine will cost more! This may not seem fair if others can
read it for ‘free’ online?
THE editorial team (Mary Everitt, Chris Hjelt, Brenda Keech and Sarah Collinson) work hard to produce a colourful and interesting edition each month
and are wonderfully supported by our Treasurer, Mary Cope and by Shelly
Dennison who with dedication and good humour proofreads and provides welcome technical advice. She acts as our much-needed consultant.
Do please let the magazine team have your comments and please sound out
those who do not read Parish & People online.
Send them to parishandpeople@gmail.com
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Vocation means what you are called
by God to be and do.
For some, this is a specific calling
to ministry. For others, it could
mean serving God through faithful
discipleship in everyday life.

Many people think of a vocation as
a call to be ordained as a priest,
but there are many other roles.
Some of these are through ordination, some through licensing and
some known as ‘lay’ roles which
don’t involve the above.
Within the Church of England there
are many roles which can be your
vocation.
The one most thought by many is
the vocation to deacon, priest and
bishop. Though not all deacons become priests and certainly most
priests do not become bishops.
Please pray for Marcus as he starts
his role as our curate and especially
for him and others to be ordained
deacon on September 26th at St.
Albans.

Also hold Jennie Cappleman in
prayer as our associate priest,
meaning that although not the vicar
here her ministry is associated to
St. Mary’s. Lastly I too need your
prayer to help me to fulfil my calling to be your vicar here.
The least thought of would probably be the vocation to a religious
life as a nun, monk, sister or friars,
where vows are made about poverty, chastity and obedience.
At St. Mary’s we are very familiar
with the role of a Reader (also
called licensed lay Ministers) who
have a leadership role, serving
alongside clergy to support people
in faith and enable mission. They
are lay people who are trained and
licensed by their bishop.
Reader/LLM ministry looks different
in different places depending on
the local context. Many Readers/LLMs teach, preach, lead worship and are involved in mission.
Some also take funerals after additional training. Many Readers carry
out their church ministry at the
same time as having another job.
18

Before becoming a Reader/Licensed
Lay Minister you will take part in a
process of discernment. If recommended, you will be training
through your diocese and be given a
licence as evidence of your training
and ongoing accountability. Training courses then continue after you
have been licensed.
Please pray for Susan Lane as she
starts her second year of training
for this ministry, for Cathy Sanderson as she continues her new ministry and for Michael Furlong as he
shares his experience with them
and us.
We also enjoy at St. Mary’s the
work of Sue Lennon and Susan Lane
as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders,
giving them the Bishop’s authority
to lead worship here. Please keep
them in your prayers too.

You might not consider leading intercessions, reading scripture, being a welcomer, making refreshments, singing or a myriad of other
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roles in the church as vocations, but
we should be reminded that a vocation is finding what God is calling
you to do. God has a vocation for
each and every one of us, all we
need to do is find out what it is,
from serving the PCC, being a
church warden or hall caretaker.
In most paths to a vocation there is
often a process of trying and seeing
if that path is right for you. So I
would want to encourage you to
seek your vocation within St. Mary’s
and within the wider church. Could
you be being called to help lead the
prayers or read the scripture or gospel? Could it be to help with refreshments when we can serve
them again?
As we start to rebuild St. Mary’s
please pray what is God calling me
to do and be? Please come and try
some new form of ministry and vocation here, you will always find a
warm reception and you are among
friends.
Now our vacations are over let us
turn our thoughts to our vocations.

The organ loft of St Mary’s Church, Goldington

“Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!...”
According to the Church Minute Book In 1879 an organ was installed in
St Mary’s church at a cost of £231.10s. Some funds had been raised and
the large deficiency was made up by the Harvey family of Goldington
Hall. It was dedicated on July 9th and the Bishop of Winchester preached
at the service. The cost quoted in Kelly’s Directory for 1885 was only
£170 but I would think that the church’s record is more accurate.
Although a Faculty for its installation was opposed the organ was still
put in the chancel. The pipes were brightly painted burgundy, gold, silver
and pink but it was too large for the space in the chancel (now the Lady
Chapel) and blocked the view of the altar. The Archdeacon considered it
a “great eyesore”.
Over the years there were various modifications including the building of
an organ chamber and replacing the hand pump with an electric blower
20

but in 1956 it was further enlarged and moved
to the organ loft at the west end of the new
nave where it is still housed.
The instrument has thus been enhancing our
worship for over 140 years and is now in need
of some t.l.c. Although it is regularly maintained
the time is imminent when a major overhaul will
be needed. The long months of non-use during
lockdown and the disruptions caused by the
rewiring mean that some work must be done
straightaway to ensure that the organ can be
tuneful again. Our organ tuners have once again
risen to the challenge and came out promptly to
assess what needed to be done in the short
term to make the instrument playable. Fortunately the immediate work
required was not great and as restrictions on gathering are eased we hope that the organ will once
again sound out at St Mary’s.
At some point in the near future we shall however
need to launch a campaign to provide funds for this
work and we hope that you will all want to be part
of the continuing history of this lovely instrument.
Look out for further details in the coming months!

“....Loud organs [God’s] glory forth
tell in deep tone and sweet harp
the story of what he hath done.”
Remaining decoration on some of the internal pipes
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As autumn approaches here is a
recipe from St Mary’s own book of
Family Favourites to use any glut
of apples you may have.

Apple Cake
5 oz melted butter

2 large eggs

8 oz caster sugar

8 oz self-raising flour

12 oz raw sliced apples

½ to 1 tsp vanilla essence

1½ level tsp baking powder

A handful of flaked almonds

1.

Hand whisk all ingredients together

2.

Take two thirds of the mixture and put into a greased 6”
cake tin.

3.

Place sliced apple on top.

4.

Add remaining cake mixture and smooth.

5.

Sprinkle almonds on top.

6.

Cook for approximately 1½ hours at 160o, gas mark 4
until pale golden and shrinking from the side of the tin.
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This month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St
Alban's diocese in our prayers

Tuesday
01
Wednesday 02
Thursday 03
Friday
04
Saturday 05
Sunday
06
Monday
07
Tuesday
08
Wednesday 09
Thursday 10
Friday
11
Saturday 12
Sunday
13
Monday
14
Tuesday
15
Wednesday 16
Thursday 17
Friday
18
Saturday 19
Sunday
20
Monday
21
Tuesday
22
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24
Friday
25
Saturday 26
Sunday
27
Monday
28
Tuesday
29
Wednesday 30

Diocesan Board of Education and Schools Team
Cathedral Education Centre
Luton, St Andrew (Luton)
Luton, St Anne with St Christopher (Luton)
Luton, St Augustine, Limbury (Luton)
Luton, St Francis (Luton)
Luton, St Hugh, Lewsey (Luton)
Luton, St Matthew, High Town (Luton)
Luton, St Paul (Luton)
Luton, St Saviour (Luton)
Marsh Farm (Luton)
Stopsley, St Thomas (Luton)
Streatley (Luton)
Sundon (Luton)
Woodside, St Andrew (Luton)
Bovingdon (Rickmansworth)
Chipperfield (Rickmansworth)
Chorleywood, Christ Church (Rickmansworth)
Chorleywood, St Andrew (Rickmansworth)
Croxley Green, All Saints (Rickmansworth)
Croxley Green, St Oswald (Rickmansworth)
Mill End and Heronsgate with West Hyde (Rickmansworth)
Rickmansworth (Rickmansworth)
Sarratt (Rickmansworth)
Bletsoe (Sharnbrook)
Bolnhurst (Sharnbrook)
Bromham (Sharnbrook)
Carlton with Chellington (Sharnbrook)
Clapham (Sharnbrook)
Colmworth (Sharnbrook)
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CALENDAR, SEPTEMBER 2020
Tuesday

1

Giles of Provence, ca 710

Wednesday 2

The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 & 1942

Thursday

3

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, teacher, 604

Friday

4

Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester (Oxon), Apostle of Wessex, 650

Sunday

6

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18)

Tuesday

8

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wednesday 9

Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest 1880

Sunday

13

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)

Monday

14

HOLY CROSS DAY

Tuesday

15

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258

Wednesday 16

Ninian, bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, ca 432
Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, Tractarian, 1882

Thursday

17

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179

Saturday

19

Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690

Sunday

20

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20)

Monday

21

MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

Wednesday 23

Ember Day

Friday

25

Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester,
Spiritual Writer, 1626
Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic Reformer, Teacher, 1392
Ember Day

Saturday

26

Wilson Carlisle, Founder of the Church Army, 1942
Ember Day

Sunday

27

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)

Tuesday

29

MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Wednesday 30

Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher, 420
24

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Richard Kirby
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Brian Backhouse
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 403255
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Jane Davey

01234 360851
01234 262123
01234 360851

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Frances Tyler
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Brenda Keech
Wendy & Bill Roffe
Antony Collinson

01234 303407
01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 266743
01234 342287
01234 262123

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Brian Backhouse
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 403255
01234 301181
01234 266425

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Bible Reading notes:
Jane Preston
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Nesta Gedrych
Planned Giving:
Michael Barker
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison

01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 306361
01234 342724
01234 404970
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 306139
01234 407298
01234 217261

REGULAR SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
DURING SEPTEMBER
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
Second and Fourth Sundays of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
Third Sunday of the month
9.30 am Family Communion (Common Worship)
WEEKDAYS
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9.00am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
See inside for more details

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk
Editorial Team:

Sarah Collinson
Christopher Hjelt

Proofreading:

Shelly Dennison

Treasurer:

Mary Cope

Mary Everitt
Brenda Keech

Please note that the deadline for articles to be included
in the October issue is Sunday, 6th September.
The deadline for the November issue is Sunday, 4th October.
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.

