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Our Curate writes 

“If you say Yes to God…”  
 

“If you say ‘Yes’ to God this is what happens” said the lady leading our re-

treat as she held up a picture of a grief stricken Mary holding her dead son 

Jesus. “Mary said ‘Yes’ to God and 33 years later is holding her crucified 

child. Jesus cried ‘Your will be done’ and ended up on a cross”.  
 

These weren’t the words I was expecting to hear on the first ‘encouraging’ 

talk of our ordination retreat at the end of September, three days before 

we were to be ordained ‘deacons’ or servants in the Church. I cannot ex-

plain or brush over the pain and suffering we see in our lives. I do know 

that God weeps with us and suffered too. Rev Abi, our retreat leader, fol-

lowed on with a story of a young, white priest who during the civil rights 

movement had joined the protests against the racial hatred in Mississippi. 

Having been arrested for peacefully protesting with another older priest 

and a young 17 year old black girl, Ruby, they were finally released in the 

middle of nowhere some days later. Under the hot sun, the three Chris-

tians headed for a small shop to buy a drink. A local deputy and Klansman, 

seeing them coming barred the way into the shop with shotgun in hand. 

He told them to leave or be shot. As they turned to leave, the deputy de-

cided to fire anyway and take aim at the young Ruby. The young priest 

leapt to her defence taking the full force of the bullets, saving her life and 

losing his. “This is what happens when you say yes to God…”. I am still di-

gesting her words…  

 

Jesus says “greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for 

one's friends” (John 15:13). Abi’s message to us newbie ‘Revs’ was as hard 

as it was confusing. Surely this faith we confess should bring about change 

for good not death? Surely this love we have received in Jesus should take 

us to places and people that will receive us gladly?  
 

I once said ‘yes’ to God back in 2002. Overwhelmed by the full force of His 

love for me and the world, I realised that despite my anxiety and complete 

lack of experience, there was no greater job than to work with Jesus and 

help others to realise He was on their side. God’s love is for all of us and 

transforms our lives, taking us places that we would never have imagined. 

Two years later I was preaching my first ever sermon….in India! 
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I am 98% certain that God has not called me or any of us to martyrdom. 

But somewhere we have all said a ‘yes’ to God along the way… My ‘yes’ 

has led me to a dog collar. Our ‘yes’, regardless of collar type, leads us to 

love and serve others in a way we may have never imagined.  
 

Thankfully, Abi went on to give us some uplifting talks as the days went 

on. She finished with “Easter Sunday”. The God who has conquered pain, 

sin, hatred, murder and death, is the same God who lives in us! Many 

hundreds of years ago, certain priests were so excited by Easter Sunday 

and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead that they made Easter a day of 

laughter and jokes. So hilarious was the joy of God’s victory for us all over 

sin and death, that they would play practical jokes on each other and 

members of the congregation – including throwing eggs and water! It got 

so out of hand that the Pope had to outlaw practical jokes on Easter Sun-

days. Shame. Watch this space…Simon? 
 

When we say ‘yes’ to God we must remember that He always has a good 

plan in mind. Even in the pain of Mary’s grief, she saw her son rise again. 

Even in the depths of hell, Jesus proclaimed freedom to the captives. 

Even after the death of young Jonathan Daniels the priest, there was 

some change for good. Shocked 

white members of Jonathan’s 

church and other white Chris-

tians, faced with the violent real-

ity of racial inequality in the 

South began a work to continue 

the civil rights movement and 

social justice in their area. Ruby 

Sales, the young black girl, went 

on to attend theological college 

and now works as a human 

rights advocate, founding an in-

ner-city mission. I’m learning 

that saying yes to God can be 

tough but is the best decision we 

can ever make.  
 

Marcus  
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From the Registers 
 

We remember those who have died 
 

2nd October  Barbara Gregg 
 

6
th

 October   Jim Robinson  
 

8
th

 October  Marguerite Dommett 

Marcus thanks everyone at St Mary’s for the 
gift of the picture below presented on his 

ordination as Deacon. 
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Pandemic sparks transformation  

of parish magazine 
 

In the year of ‘more tech, vicar?’ live streaming has become essential for 

church services and even the humble church magazine has been digitally 

transformed. 
 

According to a recent poll by CRE exhibitor parishpump.co.uk, who sup-

ply graphics and editorial material to nearly 1800 church publications, 

many magazines have coped surprisingly well during lockdown.  
 

In March, the Church of England warned against paper delivery of maga-

zines because of Covid-19. ‘For this reason, parishes are encouraged to 

look to digital communication…’ said the notice. In response, Parish 

Pump subscribers report that a quarter of parish magazines ceased publi-

cation but around two-thirds went digital or are now producing both 

printed and digital versions. 

Anne Coomes, Par-

ish Pump’s editor, 

said: ‘It is great 

news that so many 

have gone digital – 

we warmly welcome it. Far from stopping your church magazine produc-

tion during this crisis, we think it is critical to keep it going. People all 

over the country are now more isolated from their local church family 

than they have ever been in their lives.  A church magazine can help 

keep them in touch with each other. 
 

‘In fact, we hope that many of the churches who at first decided to sim-

ply stop their magazines will now reconsider, and at least try the digital 

option for a few months. Of the hundreds of church magazine editors to 

have gone digital, many are attracting new readers at this time.’ 

By Dave Hall 
 

Reprinted with kind permission from Steve Goddard and the Christian  Resources Exhibition 
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Christian Rural and Environmental Studies 
Certificate – course update 

 

This has been a strange year for all of us so for this CRES 
update I have been thinking about some of the positive 
opportunities thrown up over the last few months of 
study. 
 

The annual residential which should have been 
held in early September at Cuddesdon was cancelled but 
the team pulled together an online study day to allow the 
final year students to present their projects / dissertations 
with time for questions and discussion.   
 

For those of us who are earlier on in the course it was a 
great chance to find out more, not only about other 
students’ research, but also about what kind of topics 
people choose.  Subjects included: 

 Is the UK Baptist creation care response 
appropriate for the current global environmental 
crisis? 

 Is environmentally ethical farming a contradiction 
in terms? 

 The importance of religion to the environmental 
history of Antarctica. 

 

As you can see it was an incredibly varied day!  Some 
students had carried out surveys and interviews, others 
reflected on their own jobs or on areas of church life 
while some were weighted towards academic research.   
 

If all goes according to plan I will be choosing my subject 
in the first few months of next year and I’m looking 
forward to being able to focus more deeply on one topic 
(although I am looking forward to the presentation side 
of it rather less...) 
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I’ve recently started the Introduction to Biodiversity Module, 
which turned out to be an incredibly timely choice as David 
Attenborough’s recent BBC documentary Extinction: The Facts 
has received widespread attention and rewilding has become 
an increasingly popular idea.  Studying biodiversity presented 
an opportunity for some mini field trips including a walk along 
Renhold Brook, which forms part of the St Mary’s parish 
boundary and which has at least historically been home to a 
small water vole population, a fungi spotting expedition in 
Putnoe Woods and, slightly more exotically, a day at 
Whipsnade Zoo. 

 

Another opportunity came when the Principal Tutor of the 
course invited me to review English Pastoral by James 
Rebanks for the JRI blog which you can read elsewhere in 
this magazine. The book is partly about restoring nature to a 
Cumbrian farm and is well worth reading. 

 

Looking ahead, we already know that the planned study day 
in November will be online but everyone is hoping to be back 
at Cuddesdon for the 2021 programme.   
 

 Shelly Dennison 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

NOVEMBER 1 
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During lockdown we may all 

have watched a few films we 

might not normally and I have 

been no exception.  Heather and 

I have watched a film called 

‘Come Sunday’ a preview link is 

shown below. 
 

The film explores many things 

but for me it raises a question about what we believe about God.  If 

watching the film helps us think about the question of heaven and hell 

then I think it would do us all some good.  I would encourage you not to 

get caught up in the styles of church worship portrayed but think about the 

bigger question of God’s love.  Whether we are Evangelical, Catholic, 

Pentecostal or any other expression of our Christian faith, we all must 

face the question of what do we believe about God’s love and where does 

that leave heaven and hell? 
 

Do heaven and hell exist? 

What do people need to do to go to heaven or hell? 

How can a loving God allow hell to exist? 

What happens when people die? 
 

I would encourage you if you have NETFLIX to watch the film and then 

share your thoughts.  In this time when life and death can be very close 

and funerals not what they used to be, it is good to be confident in what 

we believe and what we declare in our creed each Sunday. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVQFWvm_fbU 
 

From director Joshua Marston, Come Sunday stars Academy Award-

nominee Chiwetel Ejiofor, Lakeith Stanfield, Jason Segel, Condola 

Rashad, and Martin Sheen. It's the moving story of Bishop Carlton  

Pearson's personal journey from leading a religious congregation to being 

labeled a heretic. 

Simon Dommett 

COME 
SUNDAY 
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Several people have commented on the watercolours reproduced in the 

church calendar for next year and so I thought it would be interesting to write 

a few lines giving a little more information about each one.   
 

The March picture shows Goldington Church Bedfordshire from the 

south west 
 

This illustration is one of many topographical views by Thomas Fisher and was 

painted in about 1815. Fisher was an amateur antiquary and artist born in 

Rochester in about 1772. Friendships in Bedford brought him to the county 

and he decided to undertake a record of notable Bedfordshire buildings. In 

fact the majority of his surviving works showcase this county. The depictions 

are always very detailed and usually very accurate which gives historians a 

good opportunity to study changes in the buildings in later years. There is a 

certain naïve style to his paintings which makes them quite recognisable.   
 

It is obvious that Fisher visited Goldington to paint St Mary’s church because 

the image shows clearly the blocked window in the porch (still visible today) 

and details in the tower. 

However there are several 

points of interest - a sort 

of spot the difference 

game.  There is no west 

door in the tower, but 

there is a south door. 

There is no trace of the 

latter today. If you look, 

too, at the windows to the 

west of the porch in the 

old nave you will see that 

Paintings of St Mary’s 

in the 2021 calendar 
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The limited edition calendar features 
pictures and photographs of the church and 

is A4 landscape printed in full colour on 
silk card.  

There are still a few copies available. 
 

This is a real bargain at just £5 per copy.  
 

 

To place an order, e-mail parishandpeople@gmail.com   

Once we have received your order payment can be made by 

 cheque or BACS or cash. 
 

Cheques should be payable to Goldington PCC and given to our Treasurer in 

church or sent to 19, Clare Road BEDFORD, MK41 8QX  
 

BACS details are 

National Westminster Bank, 81 High Street Bedford 

sort code    60 02 13 account number    51386178 

account name    Goldington Parochial Church Council 
 

To pay by cash please contact 01234 262123. 

 

We can deliver your calendars locally or, once we have your order, they can 

be picked up from 19, Clare Road as above. If necessary we can post your 

order.  

there are three lights on the lower one - now there are only two, and that an 

additional window has been inserted above it. Were these artistic errors or 

were changes made to the building later? Another feature of the building is 

the spire surmounted by a cockerel wind vane. We do know that this existed 

but it was removed in 1853 nearly forty years after Fisher’s visit. The rural 

nature of the setting is also clear with trees beyond the wall in Church Lane 

where Queen’s Drive and Putnoe housing have been built.  
 

The series of books Bedfordshire Churches in the Nineteenth Century edited 

by Chris Pickford for the Bedfordshire Historical Record Society contains many 

of Fisher’s church views, including that for Goldington. The original of the St 

Mary’s picture is held by Luton Museum which kindly gave permission for us 

to reproduce it for the calendar.  

Sarah Collinson, Archivist 
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Tom and Dick Tom and Dick Tom and Dick Tom and Dick     
in conversation in conversation in conversation in conversation 

about the about the about the about the     
Parish Giving SchemeParish Giving SchemeParish Giving SchemeParish Giving Scheme    

    
    
TomTomTomTom    I have heard that some parishes are using something 

called ‘Parish Giving Scheme’.  What is that all about? 

DickDickDickDick    It is way of giving to the Church that started in Gloucester 

Diocese some years ago and was so successful that it has been 

rolled out throughout the Church of England.     

TomTomTomTom    What is wrong with the way that our Stewardship giv-
ing works now? 

DickDickDickDick    Nothing, other than it involves a lot of time for the Treasurer 

and Stewardship Recorder in counting cash, visiting the bank 

and making tax claims. 

TomTomTomTom    In what way is this ‘Parish Giving Scheme’ different 
then? 

DickDickDickDick    Instead of your donations being paid to St. Mary’s they are paid 

to the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS), a not-for-profit charity reg-

istered with the Charity Commission. 

TomTomTomTom    Well, how does this work and when does St. Mary’s re-
ceive the money? 

DickDickDickDick    Each church member using the scheme registers directly with 

PGS who maintain a confidential record of donors.  The 

Church receives the money 10 days after your donation, which 

will remain anonymous if you so wish. 

TomTomTomTom    So the Stewardship Recorder will not keep records any-
more? 

DickDickDickDick    No, these are only kept for gift aid purposes anyway. 

TomTomTomTom    Oh yes, how will gift aid work? 

YES!YES!YES!YES!    
PGS?PGS?PGS?PGS?    
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DickDickDickDick    PGS will deal with all gift aid claims and pay the tax recovery to 

St. Mary’s along with the donation.  Currently we claim on a 

quarterly basis so this will improve the cash position. 

TomTomTomTom    This all sounds too good.  There must be a catch some-
where. 

DickDickDickDick    No catch, but it does require a change in the way members 

make their donation.  For the Scheme to work efficiently all 

donations must be made on the first day of the month by direct 

debit. 

TomTomTomTom    That is not a problem for me as I currently pay by 
standing order and all my regular bills are paid by 
direct debit already.  But what about church members 
who donate by other means? 

DickDickDickDick    The envelope scheme and offertory plate will still operate for 

those in the Church family who are not ready or able to move 

to PGS. 

TomTomTomTom    I also heard    that the donation amount is increased 
every year.  Is that right? 

DickDickDickDick    No, your information is not correct.  There is a facility in the 

Scheme for your donation to be increased by the rate of infla-

tion but that is entirely up to you. 

TomTomTomTom    What happens if I join the Scheme and subsequently 
want to change the amount of my payment, up or 
down? 

DickDickDickDick    A simple telephone call to PGS is all that is necessary to do 

this, even to cancel altogether. 

TomTomTomTom    You do not get anything for nothing these days.  How 
much does PGS charge the PCC for using the Scheme? 

DickDickDickDick     You said it; nothing, the cost is borne by St. Alban’s Diocese. 

TomTomTomTom    Are there any other benefits from PGS?  

DickDickDickDick    Well yes, if money is less of an issue in the Church then more 

time can be devoted to God’s mission in our parish.   

TomTomTomTom    If this Parish Giving Scheme is so good why isn’t St. 
Mary’s using it already? 

DickDickDickDick    Quite!  Why aren’t we?                                                             RGK    



 

 

 All Souls  2.00 - 4.00 pm 

 1st November 
Traditionally we have held a bi-annual service 

of remembrance for those who have lost loved 

ones - one in May and the other at All Souls.  

This year with Covid restrictions we didn’t 

hold our first service and cannot hold the second in the usual way. 
 

So we are having a time of open prayer and remembrance on Sunday 1st November (All 

Saints’ Day). The church will be open from 2.00 - 4.00 pm and anybody and everybody 

is invited to come to church and to light a candle in remembrance of their loved ones.  

There is no restriction on time or place of your loved one’s death for them to be remem-

bered on this day.  
 

If you cannot come to church or prefer to stay at home and would like a candle lit in 

church.  Please just pass their name to one of the ministry team who will gladly light a 

candle to remember them. 
 

Members of the ministry and bereavement teams will be in church for those who wish to 

have a chat.  Please pass this invitation on to any you know who would welcome it. 
 

“We will Remember them”  11.00 am November 11th 2020 
This year we will be remembering lots of things, both old and new and especially the 

battle with the Coronavirus.  We also remember those who have battled in the wars 

among humankind, normally as a communal activity around the War Memorial on Gold-

ington Green.  Sadly this year, the current restrictions will not allow this communal gath-

ering as in past years.  This is a great shame as I am sure, like me you want to make sure 

that ‘we will remember them’. 
 

It is not possible just to try and transfer the ceremony from the Green to the church as we 

found at Harvest the church has a limited capacity which is hard to control safely.  But 

this year we do also have a new opportunity to remember them. 
 

On Wednesday 11th November at 11.00 am I invite you to come and join me for a short 

Act of Remembrance in Church, where up to 60 people can gather safely.  As we will 

want to have our two minute silence at 11.00 am the Act of Remembrance will start at 

10.45 am.  This will mean that our usual 10.00 am Morning Communion will not take 

place that week, so we do not get any conflict of people wanting to leave church after the 

earlier service while others are arriving for the Act of Remembrance.  This also avoids 

the rush and panic to try ensure the church is Covid clean between the two events. 
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 REMEMBRANCE DAY 

NOVEMBER 11 

 

ALL SOULS 



 

 

 ‘Stir up Sunday’ 5.00 pm 

22nd November 
 

Stir up Sunday gets its name for the post 

communion prayer for that day:- 

 

 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

In recent years we have celebrated this by stirring up a Christmas Cake mixture and so-

cial get together at the Vicarage or Church Hall. 
 

Again Covid means that this year will be different and we can concentrate on the origi-

nal meaning of the prayer.  To stir us up, or stir us to prayer. 
 

So you are invited to join others as we join with a Church or England initiative to a time 

of prayer in church starting at 5.00pm. We will be holding a quiet service of prayer and 

lighting of candles to which everybody is invited. 
 

The following is an extract from Bishop Alan’s pastoral letter. 
 

 Stir Up Sunday Invitation to Prayer On Stir Up Sunday  

(22nd November)  

I am inviting you and your churches to join in a focused time of 

prayer across the diocese, so that together we can ask God to 

stir up fruits of the Spirit in the ministry and work of the 

church at this challenging time. I would like to encourage us all 

to be united in praying that God will strengthen and renew us in 

our work as heralds of the gospel of Christ. The time of prayer 

will run from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 22nd November and from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. on 23rd November. Prayer and music resources to fuel 

prayer will be available on the hour via social media and the 

website. We very much hope you will be able to pause on the 

22nd or 23rd of November to take time out from the many 

tasks that need to be done in order to spend time with the Lord 

in prayer. The resources will remain online for those who can’t 

join in on those days, so that they can pray at another more 

convenient time. Further details of these resources will be 

available in forthcoming weekly bulletins. 
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NOVEMBER 22 

STIR UP 
SUNDAY 
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Many of you know our daughter Anne who, 

whenever she can, comes with a carer to our 

Sunday morning service at St Mary’s.  Obvi-

ously since March this has not been possible. 
 

Anne has little speech and is dependent on 

others for all her needs and this includes 

helping her to do the things she loves.  
 

Care homes accommodate some of the most 

vulnerable but, through no fault of their 

own, have been getting rather a bad press of 

late. It is lovely then to be able to report on 

one really good aspect of just one particular 

home, the one where Anne lives in Bedford. 
 

Anne’s carers have downloaded an audible 

Bible verse app and each morning find time 

to sit with her and listen to the day’s reading. 

They also ensure that she can take part with 

some of the other residents in a Zoom  

Sunday morning church service each week.  
 

When she is relaxing Anne often listens to 

Christian radio.  However these Christian  

activities don’t take all her time. She can also 

be found making hand print green aliens 

with googly eyes and creating paint splatter 

star pictures for Space Week! 
 

Anne and the staff of Peter’s Place were  

recently really delighted to receive a card 

from our hard-working Pastoral Team and 

sent us pictures of Anne opening it. It is so 

reassuring to know that all her needs are so 

well met - as I’m sure are those of residents 

in many other homes too. 

Sarah & Antony Collinson 

Spiritual  

care in a  

care  

home  

setting 
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Christingle 2020 

 

Given all the changes that have taken place over the preced-

ing months it will come as no surprise to be told that we will 

not be able to hold a Christingle Service in church this year.   

Nevertheless, even with reduced funding and many changes 

to the way the Children’s Society has had to operate this 

year, they are continuing to support children and young peo-

ple who do not have the backing of a secure and loving family. 
 

This being the case, I intend to place the usual ‘collecting 

candles’ in church on the second Sunday of November.  If you 

can possible support this fund raising effort I would encour-

age you to do so.  Please return these by 13th December. 
 

On the 13th December, the day we would usually hold our 

Christingle service, there will be a small token of thanks and 

appreciation (prepared in a Covid secure manner) for each 

member of the congregation present at the 9:30 service.  

This is to say ‘thank you’ for all that the Parish of St Mary’s 

does to support this excellent charity. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Mrs Chris Chapman 
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As a church we support the  

Children’s Society in the work they 

do with young people.  

 

Modern life has been chipping away at children’s happiness over the 

last decade. And as our Good Childhood Report uncovered, this 

year is sadly no exception. 

The poem below was written by one of the young people you’re 

supporting. It explores some really difficult experiences – but 

how she came through them, with time, love and support. 

Please be warned, Hayley's story is tough but so inspiring. 

Our support means young people like Hayley can get the help 

they need to work through their pain and trauma – thank you so 

much for supporting this charity.   As it looks unlikely that we 

will be able to hold our normal Christingle Service to support 

them, please look out for other ways in which we can raise funds 

for them and keep them in our prayers. 

Thanks for reading and please remember to look after yourself. 
 

Jess & Kirstie,  

The Children’s Society 
 

P.S If the content of this article has affected you, or you are 

worried about a young person, please contact   

Samaritans.  If you are a child or young person and would like to 

talk to someone, Childline are there to listen and help. If you 

don’t feel you can keep yourself safe and need urgent help, call 

999 and ask for an ambulance. 
 

Supporter Care Team: 0300 303 7000 

supportercare@childrenssociety.org.uk 
 

The Children's Society, Whitecross Studios,  

50 Banner Street,  London EC1Y 8ST 
 

Charity Registration No. 221124 
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'It has been hard. 

I went through a really dark place. 

I wouldn’t eat, I thought I was fat. 

I didn’t like the way I looked. 

I hated myself. 

This was ‘cause of something traumatic happened to me. 

I had family trouble and my grandma got diagnosed with  

 pancreatic cancer stage 3. 

She got told she only had a couple of months to live. 

Sadly, she passed away on the 27 September 2018. 

That destroyed me. 

I was so lost, I just wanted to be with her.  

She was my best friend, I looked up to her so much. 

But I’m honestly so much better now.  

I’m worth it. I’m stronger than ever. 

I just want to say to anyone who suffers with mental health, 

you ain’t alone. 

You’re worth it. 

It will be hard but it’s better to talk than keep it bottled up. 

Let your voice be heard. 

Everything does get better, even if it takes months, years.  

You won’t feel better straight away. 

Take it one day at a time. 

You shouldn’t care what others think. I don’t.  

I’ve learned to love myself and embrace myself. 

But always remember, every scar tells a different story. 

Just keep being you. 

You ain’t alone.' 
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Jim Robinson R.I.P 

Richard Howlett, former Vicar of St Mary’s officiated at Jim’s funeral at 

Bedford Crematorium on 6th October. Richard has provided an edited  

transcript of the eulogy. 
 

I first met Jim when I came back from my sabbatical leave in August 2011. 

Jim was at work in the gardens, and I could see already many changes  

since I had last been there in April. Jim lived in Bury Court Flats but the  

garden at Elliot Crescent became his second home. Jim’s partner Diana could 

see him from their flat, and people sometimes joked he needed a zip- wire 

to get quickly down to the gardens each morning. 
 

All sorts of people would drop into the gardens over the years Jim was there. 

Thanks to the welcome Jim and Diana provided, the gardens lived up to the 

slogan on a welcome leaflet promoted by Bedford Borough Council, BPHA 

and St Mary’s: ‘Run by the community, for the community’. 
 

Over the years I was privileged to know Jim, I became aware that the  

gardens were just one of his activities. Geoff Sowerby, Church Hall manager, 

once encountered Jim with great delight, remembering Jim’s role in coach-

ing Junior Football. But Jim was a person so involved in helping people in 

Goldington, from collecting newspapers, decorating for pensioners, feeding 

people’s pets when they were away, running bingo sessions in the  

community room, holding keys for people, and helping them to put together 

those flatpacks which give most of us some trouble. Gary Burchmore would 

tell you many stories of how Jim would help him clear houses, and Jim  

developed a popular line in reclaiming and restoring things- from broken 

benches to lawnmowers. One never ceased to be surprised at what Jim was 

able to not only restore, but often make look better and work better. Jim 

did several jobs with BPHA, and was acknowledged for his work not just in 

Goldington but in the wider area. When he was well, one of Jim’s relaxations 

was to go fishing- a welcome break from his busy life. 
 

Over the years, Jim enabled the community garden - not just at Elliot  

Crescent but at Milburn Rd too, to go from strength to strength. A few years 

ago, I worked together with Jim, Jim Playle and Robert Purser from St Mary’s 

church to design and build a shelter for the Milburn gardens, funded by a 

grant from Wixamtree Trust. Jim P recalls how we all did a high-five because 

we hadn’t expected the roof to fit so well after hours working in the rain. 
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Jim also worked to restore block paving there and other things too. Various 

sheds went up, as Jim came upon them and recycled them. One day Jim was 

looking at a stretch of wall next to the old garages. ‘You know.’ He observed 

to me ‘I think I could have a pond in there!’. Next day it was just about done! 

I vividly remember the first polytunnel, and Jim’s delight at the prodigious 

crop of cucumbers. An on-site shop was established, selling the gardens  

organically produced veg to local people. Another line was pensioner-sized 

meals that Diana and he produced- all aiming to sell things in affordable and 

small quantities that older people and those on their own could afford  

without waste. 
 

Jim and Diana regularly supported St Mary’s fêtes and events while I was 

vicar, and I was glad to welcome them and other folk help me to consume a 

hog roast at my 60th birthday party. Jim helped at several church events in 

the garden-from carols at Christmas to an Easter sunrise service with cooked 

breakfast. So many memories. Others noticed Jim’s skill and hard work. Over 

the years Jim received many awards- part of the award for the town in Anglia 

in Bloom in 2011, including several from Pride in Bedfordshire, the coveted 

CPRE Bedfordshire Living Countryside Awards in 2014, several from BPHA, 

including more recently Best Kept Community Garden 2017, Best Community 

Garden 2018. Several times he was winner of the Frost’s Garden Centre  

annual competition. 
 

A mark of their admiration for a truly gifted gardener was that various judges 

called in later for a second visit, so impressed were they with what they saw 

and heard. 
 

Jim also had a special way with animals, from taming Robbie the robin, 

hedgehogs, foxes and mice, also welcoming all sorts of insects to his bug  

hotels. I have seen him feed pond fish and birds by hand and recall his friend-

ship with an abandoned young crow - Jo. There was a picture in the local 

press of Jim with Jo perched on his shoulder. 
 

Katherine and I last saw Jim a year or so ago, when we popped into the  

gardens on a visit. We admired the developments in the garden, bought some 

veg, and enjoyed a chat-little realising it would be the last time we’d see 

him. Although Jim had been battling cancer for some time, he was expected 

to still have several months; the suddenness of Jim’s death has been a  

terrible blow to Diana and to all who knew and loved him- and they are 

many. 



 

 

 

By Tom Wright   

 

ISBN: 

9780281085118 

 

 

 

One of the things lockdown has given us is more time, and time to 

read.  In August our Bishop mentioned Tom Wright’s new book 

‘God and the Pandemic’. Both Cathy Sanderson and I have read this 

book and I would like to recommend it to you as well. Our copies 

are available to read. The book looks at some of the common  

questions raised about the pandemic and God’s role in it. Is it like an 

Old Testament plague? Is it God’s punishment on human  

wickedness? Tom looks at many questions in a very readable way.   
 

To me the most important question the book helps to answer from a 

biblical perspective is ‘Why does God allow suffering?’ 
 

This question is bigger than the pandemic and is often a question 

thrown at us as Christians. So to have an answer is a great advantage 

to us when we want to share our faith or just to answer the question. 

It may also help you if this is a question you have been struggling 

with. 

 

PRESS REVIEWS 
 

‘This is classic Tom Wright. It is accessible to almost anyone 

asking questions, and yet it manages to be demanding for 

those who think they know the answers. It is superbly written, 

utterly Bible based, and leaves one satisfied at having learned 

and yet wanting to know more. I read it in a sitting with  

pleasure, provocation and profit. Do not hesitate!’ 

- Archbishop Justin Welby 

 

Simon  Dommett 

GOD AND THE PANDEMIC 
 

A CHRISTIAN REFLECTION 
ON THE CORONAVIRUS 

AND ITS AFTERMATH 
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The Real Advent Calendar 
by The Meaningful Chocolate Company  

£3.99 from companies like Eden.co.uk 

 

Want an Advent calendar that  

encourages faith? 

These calendars are made with 

Fairtrade chocolates, and contain 

a FREE 24 page activity booklet. 

Excitement for Christmas will grow 

each day with these calendars 
 

The Real Advent Calendar is a fun 

way for parents, grandparents and 

Godparents to share the Christmas 

story. The 2020 design calendar comes with a free 24-page Christmas story 

activity book designed to be used every day in Advent. This year, the book is 

illustrated by award winning artist, Martina Peluso.  
 

Meaningful Features 

24-page Christmas story activity book 

Behind each of the 25 windows there is a line from the Christmas story with 

a colourful matching picture. 

Foiled for freshness - 25 Festive chocolates made from a quality Fairtrade 

blend-35% cocoa 

Palm oil free - Charitable donation - Recyclable box and tray 

Made, designed and produced in the UK 
 

If you would like help ordering online then please contact the Vicar who 

can order for you. 
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Shelly Dennison reviews  

“English Pastoral” by James 

Rebanks 

 

 

 

 

David Attenborough’s recent BBC documentary,  Extinction: 

The Facts, was a stark warning about biodiversity loss. Pulling 

no punches, it examined the causes and consequences of a 

global crisis, taking us from Brazil to Africa and China.  Like 

many viewers, I was left with a mixture of emotions – anger, 

fear, and sadness. The big questions at the end of the film 

were what can I do and where is hope to be found? 
 

English Pastoral zooms in on one small corner of England and provides one answer to 

those questions, whilst raising some more of its own.  Rebanks lives in Matterdale in 

Cumbria, farming Herdwick sheep and Belted Galloway cattle, both of which are well 

adapted for northern upland conditions. He examines the changes in farming over his 

lifetime, reflecting on the way he, his father, and grandfather have farmed their land.  

The story is not a romanticised tale of rural life but one that deals honestly with the 

stresses and challenges of everyday farming life across three generations, the rise of 

industrial farming, and the economic pressures facing the sector. The themes of family, 

community, and tradition are woven through the whole book, not as things that are 

static but as things that evolve and change. 
 

In the final third of the book, we follow the journey to a wilder farm, with plenty of 

places for nature. Rivers are ‘rewiggled’ and trees planted. Wildlife appears – voles, 

otters, wildflowers bloom, fish spawn in the beck, birdsong can be heard overhead. 

The surveying and practical work is being done in partnership with local environmental 

organisations, breaking down some of the traditional animosity between farmers and 

ecologists by opening up dialogue. The aim is to create a patchwork of diverse 

farmland habitats with managed grazing regimes and healthier soil. River corridors are 

being fenced off and blanket peat bogs restored. 
 

One of the threads that I found most interesting was the reflection on limits and 

constraints. The history of farming is, in Rebanks’ words, the ‘story of people trying 

and often failing to overcome natural constraints on production.’ He quotes the 

gleaning laws from Leviticus 19:9 as part of an insightful discussion on the importance 
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of moderation and balance; drawing out the interconnected nature of the impacts of 

farming choices on families, rural communities, farmed animals, and wild nature. Finding 

where the limits lie is not as easy as it might appear, one question cited as an example is 

when does a combine harvester become so efficient that it leaves too little grain for 

overwintering birds? We often don’t realise that we have breached the limits until it is 

too late and, as in this example, the curlews and corncrakes have disappeared. 
 

Rebanks is a thoughtful writer and one of the big questions that seems to emerge for 

him and us is how can we live more simply and quietly, within ecological limits, in a 

noisy, consumer-driven society? 
 

A second theme that runs through the book is the idea of being rooted in a place and as 

a consequence knowing and understanding the land. There is a poetic side to the 

descriptions of walking the boundaries of the farm or pouring over field names on old 

maps and indeed Rebanks writes ‘our land is like a poem, in a patchwork landscape of 

other poems, written by hundreds of people’ but there is also the reality of 

understanding what will grow in which field because of the type of soil and what wildlife 

thrives where. This connection to the land is contrasted with modern consumers who are 

often removed from the realities of farming and food production. Rebanks is an advocate 

of local food and restoring the connection between consumers and farmers, enabling 

conversations where knowledge and values can be exchanged. 
 

Ultimately this is a book that challenges readers to think about some serious questions – 

what sort of farming system do we want? Are we prepared to pay a true price for food 

produced in a way that is good for wildlife? What can we do to challenge the systems 

that govern our choices?  With Brexit trade deal negotiations underway, these are timely 

questions. 
 

English Pastoral is a hopeful, nature-filled, reply to Extinction: The Facts but it doesn’t let 

us off the hook. Dragonflies, minnows, and barn owls dart through the pages, they 

should be reminders that if we like the vision of wildlife-friendly farming then we all have 

a role to play in supporting it. 

Shelly Dennison 
 

Shelly is Digital Engagement Officer for CPRE Bedfordshire. She attends St Mary the 

Virgin, Goldington and Putnoe Heights Methodist Church (which has just received its 

bronze Eco Church award), Shelly is a second year CRES student. 
 

Reprinted from the JRI (one of the partner organisations in CRES) blog with permission. 
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Reader Training News 
 

The first year of my Reader training has flown by.  The experience 

has been challenging, fascinating and absorbing.  It was very 

academic in content but I have learnt so much and been stretched 

whilst writing five assignments.  Thankfully I passed them all! 
 

So here I am now in my second year.  Classes are continuing online 

via Zoom for the time being.  We started the term by studying 

Pauline Theology, Bible Narratives, Salvation and Providence.  

During November and December, the module subject is Christian 

Worship. 
 

I’m looking forward to developing my practical skills further at St. 

Mary’s (lockdown restrictions permitting) to gain more experience.  

A Reader’s role is primarily in teaching, preaching and pastoral care, 

so these are the areas I will be focusing on. 
 

I feel privileged to be following God’s call and serving alongside the 

clergy team at St. Mary’s.  The course is helping me grow as a 

person and to shape my ministry for the future. 
 

As always, I am grateful for your prayers, support and 

encouragement during my training.   
 

Susan Lane 
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St. Mary's Church 
Guardian of Goldington History 

 

Back in early 2005, some Goldington 
residents, including myself, set up the 
Goldington History Project. The Pro-
ject was coordinated by the now 
long-gone Goldington Community 
Safety Forum, which held regular 
meetings and public discussions in 
the old Community Centre at the 
top of Church Lane. The old centre 
also provided storage and work 
space for the Forum and the History 
Project. This project aimed to gather 
information and material on the his-
tory of Parish of Goldington. For 
centuries Goldington was a rural par-
ish some two miles from Bedford. 
The Parish included Elm Farm, itself a 
source of memories and local his-
tory. Supporters of the project gath-
ered memorabilia, leaflets and 
printed material, as well as doing re-
search and interviewing current and 
former local residents. The inter-
views were published in a bound 
booklet in July 2005. The history 
project flourished for some years 

and held public displays at the Com-
munity Centre, St Mary's Church, 
libraries and the Higgins Museum.  
 

Our Church, as well as Goldington 
Green School, County Archives, sec-
tions of Bedford Borough Council, 
the local Cricket Club and BPHA, 
supported the project in various 
ways, including financially. The pro-
ject lost its footing when the old 
Community Centre closed for a 
complete refurbishment - a task that 
took many years to complete. Dur-
ing the wilderness years, key mem-
bers of the Safety Forum and the 
History Project retired, moved away 
from the area, and/or passed on.  
 

However, the extensive portfolio of 
material was kept safe, initially in ga-
rages and attics, but eventually 
largely in the store room of our 
Church Hall, with permission of our 
PCC. Sarah Collinson, our Archivist 
was an early and active supporter 
and contributor to the project. Plans 
to reactivate the project, with new 
exhibitions in the Church Hall, our 
new Community Centre and else-
where, await the passing of the 
Covid-19 pandemic which continues 
to greatly disrupt life. 
 

This article is an excellent opportu-
nity to remind our readers that new 
contributions to our history archive 
are welcome. Do you have personal 
or recorded recollections of times 
gone by in our community? Old pho-
tographs, press cuttings, diaries, jour-
nals? Come and talk to me or Sarah 
Collinson.                              C Hjelt 

Goldington 
 

History  
 

Project 
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Saturday 21st November 2020 

 St Mark’s Gospel 

10am to 11.30am 

Simon Woodman on Zoom 
 

Simon Woodman is Minister of Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church in the West End 

of London, and the Free Church Chaplain at King's College London. He grew up in 

Sevenoaks in Kent, and has degrees in Biblical Studies from Sheffield, Bristol, and 

Cardiff Universities. He has previously been a market stall holder on Camden 

Market, a Baptist Minister in Bristol, a Tutor at South Wales Baptist College, and a 

lecturer at Cardiff University. He is married to Liz. 
 

Booking is now open.  On 20th November the Zoom link will be sent to those who 

have booked.  Please do not share the Zoom link.. 
 

£10 per person payable in advance via Eventbrite 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122868824963  
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This month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St 

Alban's diocese in our prayers 
 

Sunday 1st   Radlett (St Albans) 

Monday  2nd   Diocesan Synod 

Tuesday  3rd   Retired Clergy in the Diocese 

Wednesday 4th  Shenley (St Albans)  

Thursday  5th   St Albans Cathedral (St Albans) 

Friday  6th   St Albans, Christ Church (St Albans) 

Saturday  7th   St Albans, St Luke (St Albans)  

Sunday 8th   St Albans, St Mary Marshalswick (St Albans) 

Monday  9th   St Albans, St Michael (St Albans) 

Tuesday  10th   St Albans, St Paul (St Albans)  

Wednesday 11th   St Albans, St Peter (St Albans) 

Thursday  12th   St Albans, St Saviour (St Albans)  

Friday  13th   St Albans, St Stephen (St Albans) 

Saturday 14th  Graveley with Chivesfield (otherwise Graveley) (Stevenage) 

Sunday 15th   Knebworth (Stevenage)  

Monday 16th   Stevenage, All Saints, Pin Green (Stevenage) 

Tuesday 17th  Stevenage, Holy Trinity (Stevenage) 

Wednesday 18th   Stevenage, St Andrew and St George (Stevenage) 

Thursday  19th   Stevenage, St Hugh and St John, Chells (LEP) (Stevenage) 

Friday  20th   Stevenage, St Mary, Shephall (Stevenage) 

Saturday 21st   Stevenage, St Nicholas (Stevenage) 

Sunday 22nd   Stevenage, St Peter, Broadwater (Stevenage)   

Monday 23rd Abbots Langley (Watford) 

Tuesday 24th   Bushey (Watford) 

Wednesday 25th   Bushey Heath, St Peter (Watford) 

Thursday  26th   Langleybury, St Paul (Watford)  

Friday  27th   Leavesden, All Saints (Watford) 

Saturday 28th   Oxhey, All Saints (Watford) 

Sunday 29th   Oxhey, St Matthew (Watford) 

Monday 30th   Canons of the Cathedral (Watford) 
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CALENDAR, NOVEMBER 2020 

 
Sunday  1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY  
 

Monday  2 Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day) 
 

Tuesday  3 Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, Teacher,1600 
 

   Martin of Porres, Friar, 1639 
 

Friday  6 Leonard, Hermit, 6th Century 
 

   William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher, 1944 
 

Saturday 7 Willibrod of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739 
 

Sunday 8 THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  
   (REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY) 
 

Monday  9 Margery Kempe, Mystic, ca 1440 
 

Tuesday  10 Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher, 461  
 

Wednesday  11 Martin, Bishop of Tours ca 397 
 

Friday   13 Charles Simeon, Priest, Evangelical Divine, 1836 
 

Saturday 14 Samuel Seabury, first Anglican Bishop in North America, 1796 
 

Sunday  15 THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  
    

Monday 16 Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Philanthropist,  
   Reformer of the Church, 1093  
 

   Edmund Rich of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1240 
 

Tuesday  17 Hugh, Bishop of London, 1200 
 

Wednesday  18 Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia,  
   Philanthropist, 1231 
 

Thursday  19 Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680 
 

   Mechtild, Béguine of Magdeburg, Mystic, 1280 
 

Friday  20 Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870 
 

   Priscilla Lydia Sellon, a Restorer of the Religious Life  
   in the Church of England, 1876 
 

Sunday 22 CHRIST THE KING (The Sunday next before Advent) 
 

Monday 23 Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, ca 100   

 

Wednesday 25 Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th Century; 
 

   Isaac Watts, Hymn Writer, 1748 
 

Sunday 29 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

Monday 30 ANDREW THE APOSTLE  



 

 

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 

Parochial Church Council Committees 

 Finance: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
 Pastoral: Chris Jones   01234 959952 
 Property:  Brian Backhouse  01234 403255 
 Publicity: Debbie Richardson  01234 313304  
 Worship: Cathy Sanderson  07870 679699 

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Keyboard: Jane Davey   01234 360851 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson  01234 262123 
 First Sunday: Jane Davey   01234 360851 

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Jenny Thompson  01234 216571 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Frances Tyler   01234 303407 
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern    01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 
Sacristans:  Wendy & Bill Roffe  01234 342287 

 Verger:  Antony Collinson   01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker  01234 266425 
 Craft & Chat: Elaine Abraham  01234 301181 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby  01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham   01234 213501 
Men’s Breakfast:  Brian Backhouse  01234 403255 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham  01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425
  

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Bible Reading notes:  Jane Preston   01234 306361 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman  01234 342724 
Church Library:   Susan Lane   01234 404970 
North Bedford Churches Together:  
  Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:  Nesta Gedrych  07708 954462 
Planned Giving: Michael Barker  01234 306139 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 
Traidcraft:  Andrew & Shelly Dennison 01234 217261 



 

 

 

Editorial Team: Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 
    Christopher Hjelt  Brenda Keech 
 

Proofreading:  Shelly Dennison      
 

Treasurer:  Mary Cope 
 

Please note that the deadline for the December issue is Sunday, 1st 
November. The deadline for articles to be included  

in the January issue is Sunday, 6th December.  
 

Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to  
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the  
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.   

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

REGULAR SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 

DURING NOVEMBER 
 

SUNDAYS 
 

First Sunday of the month only 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 

 5.00 pm Taizé Service  
 

Second Sunday of the month 
 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

Third and Fourth Sunday of the month 
 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
   

  

WEEKDAYS 
  

 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
9.00am Morning Prayer (CW) 

 

Every Wednesday 
 10.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 
 
 

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 


