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I am writing this after coming in from a run on a cold January day when 

there is snow on the ground; I hope that by the time that you read this we 

will be starting to see the beginning of spring. I have personally become 

much more conscious of the environment and the elements during lockdown. 

I spent longer in the garden last summer and because for many months the 

only place we could meet other people was outside I spent more time 

looking at and enjoying God’s creation. In the early days of lockdown 

pollution levels dropped as people stopped using their cars and vans. My 

youngest brother lived with me during the first lockdown and he talked 

(incessantly) about fishing and we had several trips to the river in Elstow 

where he explained lots about fish! Now it is winter and the only time I go 

out is to exercise - the biting cold of the wind and the lushness of the rain is 

much more poignant. Suddenly, I smell more of creation, I hear more, and I 

feel more. 

I have also been more aware of environmental issues because of campaigns, 

most noticeably Greta Thunberg; she surely is a prophetic voice. Scotland 

will host UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP 26) in 2021 and 

the focus on the world will be upon the UK and world leaders and the 

response to the environmental crisis. 

I am a member of Diocesan Synod and in the autumn our Diocese passed a 

motion to achieve bronze Eco Diocese status by the end of 2021 following 

discussion at General Synod. In our own parish, Colin Last is our Eco lead and 

he has already registered us on the Eco Church scheme and has some 

brilliant ideas about achieving net zero footprint (which he wrote about in a 

recent edition of Parish and People).  

But environmental concerns are much more than a political or fringe 

concern, they are at the heart of what it means to be a Christian and to 

follow Christ. Right at the beginning of the Old Testament in Genesis 1 we 

are hit with the statement ‘God created the heavens and earth’. We are told 

7 times in that chapter that God regarded his creation as good. In Genesis 

we learn of God’s relationship with creation and his people; we learn of 

God’s great pleasure with his creation and his people. We in turn should 

have pleasure for creation. 
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In Genesis 1 we remember too that humans are made in God’s image. 

Sometimes we focus on humans having dominion over creation but the 

Hebrew word ‘radah’ is used for dominion which means to rule. ‘Radah’ is 

the word used later to describe God’s relationship with Israel and implies a 

leadership of creation and a responsibility for care of creation.  

Further on in Genesis 2, Adam is made from dust; he is literally born from 

creation. Humans are intimately part of creation rather than being distant 

from it. Rather than subjection, the Hebrew word ‘shamash’ is used, 

meaning ‘keep’, and gives Christians the role of watching over and 

protecting creation. In looking after creation, we are called to allow 

creation to flourish.  

If we are meant to be both an integral part of creation and in relationship 

with it, what is the Christian response? Well, protecting the environment 

should be at the forefront of our lives. Christians should be key role models 

and campaigners for a creation God tells us is good. 

Lent is a good time to take up an action or set of actions so here are a few 

things that you might want to think about doing during Lent: 

 Think carefully about the energy you use (for instance are you on a 

 green energy tariff?), think about how you deal with refuse and 

 recycling and how you travel (Do you offset plane journeys?). 

 If you are part of a home group, think about devoting a session to 

 talking  about what our church community can do to help the 

 environment. 

 Talk to Colin Last about how you can help with the Eco Church 

 scheme. 

 Include environmental concerns in your own prayers or if you lead 

 prayers in church, include environmental concerns. 

 Consider a plastic free Lent. 

I hope as the world starts to emerge from the Pandemic we can harness and 

accelerate the Christian response to environmental concerns. 

Yours in Christ, 

Reader/ Church Warden 
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News from the Fairtrade Foundation:  

Fairtrade Fortnight - 22 February to 7 March 2021  
 

This year’s Fairtrade Fortnight highlights the growing challenges that 
climate change brings to farmers and workers in the communities 
Fairtrade works with. The facts are straightforward. Farmers and workers 
in countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Honduras, who have done the 
least to contribute to climate change, are disproportionately affected by 
it. They have told us that: 
 

 Climate change is one of their biggest challenges right now.  

 Low prices for their crops mean that they are struggling to fight 
 back.  

 Only with more money will they feel equipped to meet their 
 everyday needs and deal with the challenges they face from  climate 
 change.   
 

The climate crisis is an immediate and ever-increasing threat and those in 
climate vulnerable countries are already seeing its impacts from droughts 
and crop disease to floods, heatwaves and shrinking harvests.   
 

With the emergence of the global COVID pandemic, the challenges that 
farmers face now are bigger than ever before with falling commodity 
prices and widespread shocks reverberating along our global supply 
chains. Ongoing poverty in farming communities makes it increasingly 
hard to cope with the effects of climate change. 
 

We need your help to put farmers’  voices at the heart of tackling the 

climate crisis and share the reality of their struggles.  
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Our global trading system is balanced in favour of the powerful 

few. Trapped in this system, farmers already struggle to meet their 

immediate needs. More than ever, they need a fair price for their crops 

and their hard work. 

 

Fairtrade works to raise the voices of farmers and workers and prioritise 
what they need to respond to the environmental crises unfolding in 
already vulnerable communities. This Fortnight, we are asking you to and 
use your voice to tell others about the challenges that farmers face from 
climate change.  

 

 
 
 
 
We will be hosting an online festival bringing together schools, 
universities, businesses, supporters, campaigners and farmers from across 
the world to choose the world they want. 

 

Find out more about how to get involved 
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-
fortnight/  
 
 
 

Fairtrade Foundation:  
Fairtrade Fortnight - 22 February to 7 March 2021  

 

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/
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From the archives - 400 years ago 
 

 

"this  yeare hath bei ne s uch a  yea re of  frost an d snow as  n oe man 
livinge can remember,  for uppon the twen ti th of  January fell  a  grea t 
snowe and an extreame fros t followed and soe c ontin ued sometyme 
freesinge  and more often snowinge,  by reason of which unaccustomed 
weather the pl ough e wa s staied  and soe that uppon th e 7th.  of   
Marche there  was neyther Beanes n or  Pease sowen nor n oe other  
kinde of  gra yne exc ept wheat and how l onge  th is  weather will  
contin ewe God kn oweth ."   
 

 

Some of you will have seen the extract above quoted in the past. It’s one of the few really 

vivid additional entries in Goldington Parish Registers and was written by the vicar, Oliver 

Roberts, in 1615. 

We are currently trying to cope with a raging pandemic and the effects of climate change 

on our weather but Roberts too, along with so many others, had to contend with the 

vagaries of the climate and weather conditions and the ever-present effects of disease and 

poverty. The country was in the grip of what became known as ‘The Little Ice Age’ which 

lasted for several centuries and reached its most extreme around the early 1600s. It was 

the time of the frost fairs on the River Thames in London and there are many cases 

recorded for the winter of 1614/5 when frosts continued for weeks and massive snowfalls 

continued from January to March especially in the Midlands, northern England and 

Scotland. Floods inevitably followed. It was a desperate time for crops, livestock and the 

population at large. It severely affected small, already impoverished villages like 

Goldington. In a clearly distressed state Roberts wrote the above in the parish registers 

after the entries for that winter.  

I assumed that sadly, as in our own times, the effect of these conditions would have been 

reflected in a raised death toll but the burial registers show no obvious spikes in the 

numbers until 1618 which seems a little late to have been a direct result of the 

circumstances described by Roberts.  

No vaccines were available in the seventeenth century of course, presumably no 

government support and only home-grown seasonal food. Life may be tough now but we 

have so much to be thankful for.                                                      Sarah Collinson, Archivist 
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Book Review:  
Words for a Dying World. Stories of 
Grief and Courage from the Global 
Church  
(ed. Hannah Malcolm) 
 

Words for a Dying World brings together voices from 
around the world to consider how we talk about, and 
deal with, climate grief. It is broken down into three 
sections – As It Was Then, As It Is Now, and As It Will Be, 
so there is a rough past, present, future arc to the book. 
We are taken on a global journey from Alaska to New 
Zealand via places as diverse as Iran and Lincolnshire. 
Contributions take a variety of forms and we hear from a 
wide range of perspectives. There is also a helpful 
section of author biographies for context.  
 

This is a collection that demands slow reading. I read one of the 35 
chapters a day through Advent and Christmas. At the beginning I did 
wonder if the themes of the book would mean it would be better 
suited to Lent as a season of repentance, however Advent’s note of 
expectant waiting finds an echo in Romans 8:19 where creation ‘waits 

in eager expectation’ (NIV) and grief and hope are intertwined for many of the 
contributors. As Kyle Lambelet puts it in his chapter, “lament nurtures a hope for 
something that I cannot yet see, but I can actively wait and work for.” 
 

Despite the academic backgrounds of many of the writers this is an 
accessible collection, helped by the fact that in many cases the 
authors are sharing their own stories and histories through their 
discussions of particular places or approaches to climate grief. There 
is an engaging immediacy which means the volume sits happily 
between direct testimonies of the impact of climate change as mediated through NGOs 
and charities, and more theoretical academic approaches. I was also struck by the 
attentiveness to language, there is a precision to many of the discussions of hope, 
lament, grief, loss and reconciliation which helps the reader to explore new ways of 
thinking about these things and what they might mean in a variety of local and Christian 
contexts.  
 

One of the key strengths of the collection is that it is about 
relationships – between people and land, their histories, families and 
cultures. Stories are told that are about individuals, communities and 
places. To give an example, in one of the early chapters Christopher 
Douglas-Huriwai writes about New Zealand and explores the ways in 
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which land, ancestry and God are linked. Land loss, racism, injustice and the obliteration 
of local culture have gone hand in hand. The impact of colonialism on both people and 
land is a theme that comes up regularly in the book. In the case of New Zealand, the full 
impact of climate change is yet to be felt but the impending threat is enough to cause 
anxiety in a place where rootedness in the land means that creation tells people who 
they are and how they are related to God.  
 

A criticism sometimes levelled at the recent wave of books that 
might be defined as ‘new nature writing’  is that there is an 
overemphasis on individual experience, and often that experience 
comes from a position of privilege. By contrast, many of the writers 
here are focussed on a collective response to climate grief, 
acknowledging the power of grieving and listening done in community. Writing about 
Tamil Dalit culture, Anderson Jeremiah says “hope is essentially communal in nature” as 
it is grounded in community and relationships. A community that grieves together is also 
one from which action can spring. Panu Pihkala gives the example of a public lament for 
a cleared ancient forest in Finland which led to discussions on actions to prevent similar 
events. The importance of grieving, hoping and acting collectively is made clear through 
many of the stories and provides a counterpoint to contemporary narratives focused on 
individual responses to climate change or landscapes. 

 

Perhaps the overriding thing that I am taking away is a new and deeper 
understanding that our global is someone else’s local. This shouldn’t be 
terribly revelatory but there was something about the experience of 
careful reading of this range of different, and yet in many ways similar, 
stories that really brought this home to me. It is all too easy to think of 

the global as somewhere else, not here, but this collection, through both its specificity in 
each chapter and its overarching wide scope, brings home the idea that everyone stands 
somewhere and that all those places matter – not in some abstract way – but as real and 
tangible places where climate change is being felt and people are grieving.  

 

Words for a Dying World is not always an easy read, but it is an 
important one. It ends with a benediction written by Maggi Dawn 
which powerfully brings together grief, hope and blessing. 
 

Shelly Dennison  
 

This review was written for The John Ray Initiative and was first published at 
https://www.jri.org.uk/blog/shelly-dennison-reviews-words-for-a-dying-world-
edited-by-hannah-malcolm/  
It is reproduced here by permission. 

 
 

 

https://www.jri.org.uk/blog/shelly-dennison-reviews-words-for-a-dying-world-edited-by-hannah-malcolm/
https://www.jri.org.uk/blog/shelly-dennison-reviews-words-for-a-dying-world-edited-by-hannah-malcolm/
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Nest box 

Spring is here now and the birds are singing away. 
The blue tits are beginning to look for nest sites. 
There are lots of trees in the church grounds but 
unfortunately few natural holes for the tits to use. 
So to help them I've put up a nest box in the sycamores to the south of 
the churchyard. No guarantees they'll use it but it's there if they're 
looking for a home! Keep an eye open over the next few months and 
we’ll see if they like it. 

They have a plentiful supply of 
food. The leaves of the Horse 
Chestnut are attacked by the 

larvae of a very small brown 
moth, which in a bad year 
can almost defoliate the tree. 
Blue tits are very partial to 
them.        Colin Last, Environmental Officer 
  

 
DON’T FORGET 

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS ONLINE - SUNDAY, 7th March at 11.00 am 

Look out for the Zoom invitation. 
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T H E  L O R D  B I S H O P  O F  S T  A L B A N S  

The Right Reverend Dr Alan Smith 

 

 

February 2021 

Dear Colleagues 

Thank you for your unrelenting hard work, dedication, and resilience, over 

these last ten months as you’ve served and supported our communities and 

churches with creativity, compassion, and generosity, and continue to do 

so. With you we pray for our communities and all those on whom the 

pandemic has had so much impact.  

We are also grateful for the incredible generosity of many congregations 

who, through their giving, have met the cost of ministry and enabled 

churches to continue to serve their community.  

Thanks to the generosity of congregations, parish officers, treasurers, 

churchwardens, readers and clergy, the final parish share return for 2020 

was ahead of our initial estimates, although understandably below 2019 

figures. This generosity ensured that the parish share, that sustains parish 

ministry, was in excess of £12.5 million for 2020, approximately 90% of 

the requested amount. The collection rate in a more normal year is around 

95% of requested amount. Some tight budgeting, furloughing and other 

savings, has helped to reduce the deficit which will be met by diocesan 

reserves. All this underlines the remarkable efforts of everyone involved in 

such difficult times. 

As we approach 2021 we appreciate many parishes, like the diocese, have 

found their financial situation weakened, having used reserves, with 
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continued uncertainty when hall bookings may return, and lower levels of 

plate giving due to limited worship in church buildings. Please do continue 

to speak to the finance team, the archdeacons, the Flourishing Churches 

Team, and other diocesan officers, who are there to offer help and support 

where they can, including with stewardship and giving.  

Let us continue to support one another as we adjust to the ever-changing 

situation. We pray we can continue to face the challenges ahead creatively 

and generously, as we provide mixed-mode worship, support our 

congregations and communities, and more. We will also need to 

prayerfully consider, as we come through the pandemic, how we prepare 

ourselves to meet the needs of our communities, which will have changed 

in a post-pandemic world.  

Please know our gratitude and prayers for all that you are continuing to do 

as together we support one another through these times of unprecedented 

uncertainty:  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Phil 4:6-7 

 

Thank you again for all that you continue to do to enable ministry and 

build the Kingdom of God in our churches and communities. 

 

 

Going Deeper into God  ●  Transforming Communities  ●  Making New Disciples 

ABBEY GATE HOUSE • ABBEY MILL LANE • ST ALBANS • HERTfORDSHIRE • AL3 4HD  
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These are difficult times for the Church in its efforts to 
keep in contact with people without Church services taking 
place and house visits not permitted.  May we thank all 
those keeping in touch with members of the Church and 
wider community for whom lockdown adds to the feeling 
of isolation, whether it be through weekly shopping or just 
a telephone call.  It has also been a difficult time financially 

for the Church. Like many others, St. Mary’s relies upon income from church hall 
activities to help pay the bills.  Because of lockdown these have not met for most of the 
last twelve months, and the one providing the most income has ceased permanently.  
The PCC is most grateful to those members who have responded to this situation and 
made donations over and above their regular giving. The Church now has an on-line 
donation system and some have already used it.  This is an easy method to give money 
to St. Mary’s but as all donations made this way are anonymous it is not possible to 
acknowledge them personally.  So this is an opportunity to say ‘thank you’ for them.       
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We mentioned recently about putting some 
items from the archives in the next issue but 
sadly the archives are unavailable at the 
moment. It led me to thinking there must be 
people out there whose own archives (or 
memories) we could tap.  
 

A year ago I recounted how I made my annual 
tour round my little old ladies to collect their 
2020 magazine money. Who was to know that 
they were the last thresholds I would be 
crossing for many a month, still as I write with 

no date given when I can go again.  
 

How many people though kept their printed magazines to be able to look back for 
items of interest? I am a great fan of the online magazine and an additional bonus 
for me was not having to dispose of the amount of paper that constitutes a year of 
Parish and People. However I found two copies from past years I had kept for 
some reason.  
 

My memories go back to the late 70s as do many of those of our congregations.  
 

Can you let us have a few snippets for future months?  
 

 
 
I will start the process 
- so many choices I 
could make.  
 
 

 
 
Who else has 
memories of 
the mock 
wedding? 
 

We look 
forward to 
hearing from 
you. 
 
Mary Everitt. 

A few thoughts 
from a member 
of the magazine 

team 

Then, when St Mary’s 750th anniversary 

was approaching, Eunice Arnold decided 

to gather a team to make lace for the 

occasion. She took lots of snapshots 

throughout the completion of this project 

which she gathered together into a talk 

and then took hither and thither for 

Church funds. I can still see her in our 

kitchen insisting Daniel’s baby bottle be in 

one shot to add diversity, she said. 

Something that really stayed in my 
mind was when Robert Runcie visited 

St. Marys. He was Bishop of St 
Albans as we arrived in Goldington 

and he blessed Daniel shortly before 
he became Archbishop of Canterbury 
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A while ago I was looking at the St Albans Cathedral Library web page and 

noticed a link to an auction of surplus stock.  

The description of each item given is obviously limited to a set number of 

characters (34) which led to some amusing abbreviations!  
 

The Abbey Church of St Albans Wit 

Book; The Abbey Church of St Albans With Numerous Illustrations 
 

A Rational Illustration of the Boo 

Book; A Rational Illustration of the Book of Common Prayer 
 

Annals of Westminster Abbey by E.T 

Book; Annals of Westminster Abbey by E.T. Bradley 
 

A 17th century edition of the King 

Book; a 17th century edition of the King James Bible. 
 

The Workes of the Very Learned Fat 

Book; The Workes of the Very Learned Father in God Dr John Jewe 

         SEC    

 

 
 

Dear friends it has been our custom at St Mary’s to offer you the 

opportunity during Lent to take part in fundraising for Christian Aid using 

their Count your Blessings reflections and prayers. 

As more and more things go online, and restrictions due to the pandemic, 

this resource is not available for order this year. Can I encourage you to 

visit their website www.christian-aid.org.uk as donations can be made 

online. 

Christian Aid week will be 10th - 16th May. Currently house to house 

envelope collections may be possible but is under their review, but I 

understand that e envelopes will be available. I feel this second option is 

both easier and safer. More updates to come I expect.   

Wendy Watmough 

https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/humbert-ellis-auctioneers-ltd/catalogue-id-srjp10368/lot-27b1eefc-c4cd-4e34-aae9-ac8d00f63019
http://www.christian-aid.org.uk/
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Dwell Well Support - Bedford 

Many people who struggle with homelessness have come from 
backgrounds just like the rest of us. Life’s struggles can bring 

people to the brink of despair and that can sometimes lead to 
not having a stable roof over one’s head. At the moment those 
who are street homeless in Bedford during this pandemic are 

being provided an emergency place to stay by Bedford Borough 
Council. BBC are trying to spring-board off the Government’s 

available funding during these Covid-19 troubled times to house 
as many people into permanent accommodation as possible. 

St Mary’s as a church has a great tradition of supporting those in 
need. One of these is the Food Bank.  

 

God’s heart from the beginning has always been for the weak, 

vulnerable and poor. As we reach out to those in need, such as 
those who are homeless, we are working with and for God to 
reach those He loves. We are also putting our words into action.  

1 John 3:17-18 says that “if one has material possessions and 

sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not 

love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 

As God pours his love into our lives we also pour that love into 
the lives of others that they may know His love too, not only in 

words but also in deeds. 
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How can we help? 

Dwell Well Support – Bedford is a new St 
Mary’s initiative that can provide practical 

support by coordinating donations from 
local shops, supermarkets, churches, 

residents, members of the public and 
other local organisations to be able to 
make up new starter packs for those in 

Bedford that are being temporarily or 
permanently housed. The packs will include (but are not limited 

to) pots, pans, cutlery, plates & bowls, bed sheets, duvet covers 
and pillow cases. We will then liaise with the Lettings Officers 
with regards to getting these packs to those in need at the right 

time. 

Should you wish to donate any of the above items to this cause, 
please contact 01234 328823 for further information. 

dwellwellbedford@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Dwell-Well-Support-Bedford-

336028807836278 
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mailto:dwellwellbedford@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dwell-Well-Support-Bedford-336028807836278
https://www.facebook.com/Dwell-Well-Support-Bedford-336028807836278
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LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 
During Lent we plan to hold the following services 

 

Sunday 7th March 

8.00 am Holy Communion 

9.30 am Family Praise 
 

Mothering Sunday 14th March, Sunday 21st March, Palm Sunday 28th March   
9.30 am Parish Communion 
 

Wednesdays, 10th March, 17th March, 24th March and 31st March 

10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

For Holy Week the planned services are 
 

Monday 29th March, Tuesday 30th March, Wednesday 31st March  

7.30 pm Compline 
 

Maundy Thursday, 1st April 

7.30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Good Friday, 2nd April 

2.00 pm An Hour at the Cross  
 

Easter Day, 4th April 

8.00 am Holy communion  

9.30am Parish Communion 
 

At the moment the plan is that all these services can be attended in person with 
strictly limited numbers. The services will also be live-streamed. 

 

These arrangements are dependent on the government  
regulations and guidelines in force at the time.  

 

For up-to-date information please check with the weekly Pews News 
If you do not receive Pews News you can sign up here.  

 Sign Up - NEW READERS ONLY  

 

services can be joined from links in Pews News, or the website 

or from St Marys Goldington Youtube Channel 

       You are warmly invited to any of these services (subject to the notes above!) 

We look forward to welcoming you 

https://stmarygoldington.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fbf9b1459c162fd57e3dcbdc0&id=8eafc45676&e=6772b37f38
http://www.stmarygoldington.com/
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St Albans Cathedral Learning has lots of fascinating courses to keep you 

happy during lockdown. Some are highlighted below but for more details and 

information about other talks and sessions follow the links below. 
 

 

Reading the Bible from medieval to modern days 
Tuesday 2 March, 7.30-9pm, £10 (students £6), online 

 
A talk exploring how the Bible has been read historically, and how we 
might approach it today 

 
 

Understanding Eating Disorders 
Thursday 4 March, 7.30-9pm, £10 (students £6), online 
 

A talk exploring a response to eating disorders. This talk takes place in 
Eating Disorders Awareness Week. 

  
 

St Albans at the Reformation: the Survival and Revival of the 
Abbey Church 
Thursday 11 March, 7.30-9pm, £10 (students £6) Online 
  

A talk exploring another historical lockdown of churches         
 
 

Henry III, Matthew Paris and St Albans Abbey 
Saturday 13 March, 2.30 -4pm, £10 (students £6), online  
 

A talk exploring Henry III and his historical connection with St Albans 
 

 

Exploring the Mystery of Christ 
Thursday 18 March, 7.30-9pm, £10 (students £6), online 
 

A talk exploring the mysteries of faith in preparation for Holy Week  
the high point of the church calendar. 
 

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/learning-at-st-albans-cathedral  

https://anglican.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a47f5026eff04afcd10f4be32&id=b7f665bde2&e=02773f722e
https://anglican.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a47f5026eff04afcd10f4be32&id=91495e8b7f&e=02773f722e
https://anglican.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a47f5026eff04afcd10f4be32&id=df40b011de&e=02773f722e
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Event/st-albans-reformation
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Event/st-albans-reformation
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/Events/henry-lll
https://anglican.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a47f5026eff04afcd10f4be32&id=a79cfb0a51&e=02773f722e
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/learning-at-st-albans-cathedral
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of St 

Alban's diocese in our prayers 
 

Monday   01  Diocesan Secretary and Diocesan Office  

Tuesday   02 Diocesan Board of Finance  

Wednesday  03  Bedford, St Paul (Bedford)  

Thursday  04  Bedford, St Peter de Merton with St Cuthbert (Bedford)  

Friday   05  Biddenham (Bedford)  

Saturday  06  Cardington (Bedford)  

Sunday   07  Cranfield (Bedford)  

Monday   08 Elstow (Bedford)  

Tuesday   09  Goldington (Bedford)  

Wednesday  10  Houghton Conquest (Bedford 

Thursday  11  Hulcote with Salford (Bedford)  

Friday   12  Kempston (Bedford)  

Saturday  13  Kempston, The Church of the Transfiguration (Bedford) 

Sunday   14  Marston Moreteyne with Lidlington (Bedford) 

Monday   15  Renhold (Bedford)  

Tuesday   16  Wilshamstead (Bedford)  

Wednesday  17  Wootton (Bedford)  

Thursday  18  Bourne End (Berkhamsted)  

Friday   19  Great Berkhamsted (Berkhamsted)  

Saturday 20  Great Gaddesden (Berkhamsted)  

Sunday   21  Little Gaddesden (Berkhamsted)  

Monday   22  Nettleden (Berkhamsted)  

Tuesday   23  Northchurch (Berkhamsted 

Wednesday  24  Potten End, Holy Trinity (Berkhamsted)  

Thursday  25  Sunnyside, St Michael and All Angels (Berkhamsted)  

Friday   26  Tring Team Parish (Berkhamsted)  

Saturday  27  Wigginton (Berkhamsted)  

Sunday   28  Biggleswade (Biggleswade)  

Monday  29  Blunham (Biggleswade)  

Tuesday   30  Caldecote, All Saints (Biggleswade)  

Wednesday  31  New Worshipping Communities  
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CALENDAR, MARCH 2021 

 

Monday  1  David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, c 601 
 

Tuesday  2  Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 
 

Sunday  7  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  
 

Monday  8  Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910 
 

    Felix, Bishop, Apostle to the east Angles, 647 
 

    Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest, Poet, 1929 
 

Sunday  14 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

    (MOTHERING SUNDAY) 
 

Wednesday  17 Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, c 460 
 

Thursday   18 Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, Teacher, 386 
 

Friday   19 JOSEPH OF NAZARETH  
 

Saturday  20 Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687 
 

Sunday  21 THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

    (Passiontide begins)  
 

Wednesday  24 Walter Hilton of Thurgarton, Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 

    1396 
 

    Paul Couturier, Priest, Ecumenist, 1953 
 

    Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr,  

    1980 
 

Thursday  25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO  

    THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Friday   26 Harriet Monsell,  

    Founder of the Community of St John the Baptist,  

    Clewer, 1883 
 

Sunday  28 PALM SUNDAY 
 

Monday  29 MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK  
 

Tuesday  30 TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  
 

Wednesday  31 WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

  

On Tuesday, 9th March we shall be joining with all the other 

parishes in the diocese to pray for our own parish here at St Mary’s. 
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 

Parochial Church Council Committees 

 Finance: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
 Pastoral: Chris Jones   01234 959952 
 Property:  Brian Backhouse   01234 403255 
 Publicity: Debbie Richardson  01234 313304  
 Worship: Cathy Sanderson   07870 679699 

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Keyboard: Jane Davey   01234 360851 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
 First Sunday: Vacant     

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Jenny Thompson   01234 216571 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Vacant    01234 303407 
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern    01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 
Sacristans:  Wendy & Bill Roffe  01234 342287 

 Verger:  Antony Collinson    01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker  01234 266425 
 Craft & Chat: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby   01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham    01234 213501 
Men’s Breakfast:  Brian Backhouse   01234 403255 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson    01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman  01234 342724 
Church Library:  Susan Lane   01234 404970  
North Bedford Churches Together:  
  Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:  Nesta Gedrych   07708 954462 
Planned Giving: Michael Barker   01234 306139 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 

Traidcraft:  Andrew & Shelly Dennison  01234 217261 
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SUNDAYS 
 

First Sunday of the month only 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 

 5.00 pm Taizé Service  
 

Second Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

Third and Fourth Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
    
  

WEEKDAYS 
  

 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

9.00am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 

Every Wednesday 

 10.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 
 
 

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 

 

 

 

For details of services until further 

notice please see Pews News or  

our Facebook page for up to date 

information. 

 

 
St Mary's Church, Goldington.  

Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook 

 

 

 

Editorial Team: Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 

   Christopher Hjelt Brenda Keech 
 

Proofreading: Shelly Dennison      
 

Treasurer:  Mary Cope 
 

Please note that the deadline for the April issue is Sunday, 7th March.  

The deadline for articles to be included  

in the May issue is Sunday, 4th April.  
 

Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to  

parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the  

editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.   

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 

https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington
https://www.facebook.com/Stmarysgoldington

