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Our Associate Priest writes…
I think we are all very relieved to have closed the page on 2020 at last.
I always love watching the New Year’s Eve fireworks at midnight,
seeing clips of those that are ahead of us and the next day seeing clips
from the nations which follow us into the New Year. It is a time for
looking back and looking forward which the origin of the month’s
name reminds us. Janus, a god in the Roman pantheon was depicted
with two faces, one looking back to times past and one looking
forward into the future.
January last year for Sam and me included one family of grandchildren
coming to stay for a few days and a shared holiday with the other
family a week later. Both were lovely times of present giving, hugs and
story reading, walks and meals out together and much more. By mid
March such happy times came to an abrupt end and so the year
panned out rather differently than any of us could have imagined this
time last year.
It would be easy to dwell on all that was negative last year but as the
year progressed I grew ever more aware of the need to give thanks
each day and many times each day. Many of us mentioned how
grateful we were for the beautiful weather in which to enjoy nature’s
joyful outburst in blossom and bird song in the spring. It meant we
could get outside and walk and have some contact with our friends
and neighbours. Some of us had the joy of discovering new paths to
walk and even into the autumn discovering more like the birds to be
seen so near to home: sky larks on the meadow behind the golf course
in spring, a little egret in the brook, a jay, a charm of goldfinches and a
flock of long tailed tits in late autumn. There was a burst of creativity
at the outset with lots of humorous and artistic posts shared on social
media and clergy discovering new ways of leading their churches in
worship. I made up story videos for my grandchildren to keep in touch
and offer a little respite for their parents. There was a lot of care for
one another within our local communities and a newfound
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appreciation of the work of the NHS and care workers along with
those who provide essential services for us like emptying our bins
and delivering the things we order online. All of these things were a
restorative counterbalance to the fear and anxiety that probably
everyone felt to some extent.
I was delighted to discover The Repair Shop on television where a
team of crafts people receive damaged and neglected heirlooms
belonging to members of the public and lovingly restore them. The
stories behind the objects are told and we see the process of
restoration and the detailed care that goes into repairing items.
There is a lovely sense of family in the repair shop with experts
appreciating each other’s skills and collaborating on some of the
projects and all stopping to share in the moment of joy when an item
is collected. Often they go a little further than required creating
extras like a stand or frame to safely display the restored item. The
hour long programme each week was an escape from all the turmoil
of the pandemic but I couldn’t help seeing in it a vivid picture of how
the church can be. Not, I hasten to add, a bunch of experts, but a
group of people who all have a part to play in bringing in God’s
kingdom of restoration, redemption; bringing the good news of
salvation which literally means making whole, renewing that which is
damaged. It is our world and people’s lives that are damaged and
perhaps more acutely so right now. In the Repair Shop they begin by
listening to the story told by the owners of the damaged item before
them. One of our first responsibilities to our broken world is to hear,
deeply hear, people’s stories receiving them without judgement
because it is the first vital step in their healing and restoration.
There are hopeful signs that we will one day be free to enjoy close
fellowship with each other again. As we look forward to that let’s
also pray and play our part in the mission of God’s Repair Shop for his
world, the church, the Body of Christ bringing joy and hope.

Jennie
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Do you have a COVID 19 saving?
The impact of COVID on our nation has been severe and the distress
caused to life and the tragic loss of so many people has been
catastrophic. For many too there have been some very real financial
impacts, with people facing redundancy and loss of income. But for
some people there may have been some financial savings. I speak from
personal experience that I no longer put the same value of petrol in the
car each month and I don’t now pay for parking in a town centre car
park for work.
St Mary’s has seen a reduction in planned and plate giving but also a
reduction in the bookings in the hall. At the same time, we have seen
increased costs of cleaning and maintaining COVID secure facilities that
we are rightly required to provide. We have had to cancel our Summer
and Autumn Fairs.
If you have a COVID saving, perhaps part of the cost of a cancelled
holiday, a regular coffee that you no longer have with a friend, a
chocolate bar at the end of the shopping trip that you now have
delivered, perhaps you could consider donating it to St Mary’s? We need
not just to meet our current outgoings, but we want to reach out more to
our local community as we laid out in our Mission Action Plan. In a
post-Pandemic world, the community will need a visible church.
If you are able to make a donation, it would be gratefully received.
Please either give that donation to a churchwarden, who will pass it to
the Treasurer or make a donation
National Westminster Bank, 81, High Street, Bedford
Sort code: 60 02 13
Account no 51386178
Account name: Goldington Parochial Church Council
Cathy Sanderson
Church Warden/ Reader
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Thoughts
from Walks
It is winter. Year close. Trees pose Statues in the crisp, clear air.
Breath-held cloud wisps, white-dipped, sun-tipped
Fleck the sky - see, there! and there!
It is winter. Cold time. White rime
Dusting every stone-still leaf.
Then a movement; red flash, wing dash
Of a small lone berry-thief.
It is winter. Leaf fall, earth’s pall
Shrouds the ground in sombre hue.
Near the water, brook black, ice crack
Signals warmth is almost due.
It was winter. Not long. Spring song
Starts to fill each bud-rich bough.
Snowdrop, crocus, primrose (‘first rose’)
Show that growth is ready now.
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Rough Guide to the Parochial Church Council
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) looks after the general running
of the Church and oversees the finances of the same by law.
The PCC consists of various members: the Vicar, elected members
from the congregation on the church Electoral role plus ex-officio
Members.
The PCC secretary is required to take minutes of the meetings and
to handle PCC correspondence. It is an annual appointment.
The PCC Treasurer is responsible for producing the accounts for
the PCC members so that they can understand the financial position
of the PCC and so fulfil their legal duties being responsible for the
finances of the church. It is an annual appointment.
All Parochial Church Councillors are elected to and serve for a
maximum period of three consecutive years after which they must
stand down before seeking re-election. Usually one third of the PCC’s
members is elected each year.
The Deanery Synod Representatives (in addition to their general
PCC responsibilities) attend meetings with clergy and PCC
representatives from other churches to help to support and further
the mission of the Anglican churches within the local Deanery and
the wider Diocese.
All PCC members, except the Clergy and Lay Readers, must be
nominated and elected at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM) before they can serve on the PCC.
There must also be a Standing Committee, which consists of the
Vicar, Churchwardens, plus other PCC representatives. The Standing
Committee deals with business that arises between meetings and
agrees the agenda for the following PCC meeting.
The PCC normally meets every month.
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CHURCH COUNCILLORS
All Parochial Church Councillors are elected to and serve for
a maximum period of three consecutive years, after which
they are required to stand down before seeking re-election.
We assume all PCC members will want to play a full and
enthusiastic part in the life of our church.
Therefore we would expect a PCC member to:
 seek to maintain a living faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and

Saviour;
 support the mission of our church financially and generously

through the Stewardship schemes;
 to be an active member of at least one of the PCC sub -

committees
 such as Finance, Buildings, Worship or Pastoral
 be a regular worshipper, both on Sundays and other days as

appropriate, including the festivals celebrated and marked
during the liturgical cycle of the church year; participate in
teaching, training, Lent and other courses as appropriate; pray
regularly for the people and the mission of our benefice and
the Diocese.

In addition we look for leadership from our PCC members in
the following ways:
 A commitment to prepare for, prioritise and attend the PCC

meetings during the year
 A willingness to play an active part in the PCC’s business, vision

and decision making and to contribute to the work of the PCC.
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 A willingness to uphold the decisions of the PCC (i.e. to share

a collective responsibility) and to play a role in
communicating them to the wider church family
 To keep themselves well informed about the views of church

members, and the issues that concern them.

The PCC is treated by law as a charity and so comes under
the charities act. St Mary’s PCC is a registered Charity in
its own right.
In 2021 we need to elect 4 members to serve for three
years and 1 member to serve for 2 years.
Your current elected PCC members who still have part of
their terms of office to run are:
Debbie Richardson, Richard Kirby, Andy Richardson,
Chris Jones, Colin Last, Nick Fowler, Brian Backhouse
Finishing their current term of office are:
Sarah Collinson, Brian Greaves, Chris Hjelt, Fred Padley

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS
Sunday, 7th March 2021
Put the date in your diaries now!
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CHURCHWARDEN
Are you a regular communicant? Over 21?
Could you stand for the very important position of Churchwarden?
Please contact Cathy Sanderson or Wendy Watmough our
current churchwardens or the Vicar for further details
or ask for a leaflet in church.
For all contact details see inside front cover of this magazine.
You will receive support and any necessary training!
You will need to be elected at the Meeting of Parishioners.
If you don’t feel ready to take this on now why not consider being
a deputy warden to learn the ropes?
DBS Clearance is required for this post.

HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER
St Mary’s church is looking for a Health & Safety Officer.
The officer is responsible for ensuring that the PCC and
congregation are fully compliant with any health and safety
requirements. This is especially important with the various
pandemic restrictions. The officer must also make sure all risk
assessments are up to date.
Please contact Cathy Sanderson or Wendy Watmough our current
churchwardens or the Vicar for further details.
For all contact details see inside front cover of this magazine.
You will receive support and any necessary training!
DBS Clearance is required for this post.
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Every ten years with the notable exception of 1770,
1940 and now 2020 the villagers of Oberammergau
have performed THE PASSION PLAY.
The plot of the play has not changed since the first
performance 386 years ago.
Amid the turmoil of the Thirty Years War, the Plague
broke out in large parts of Europe taking the lives of
many more people than the war did. (Sounds a lot like
Covid l9)
In 1633, devastated by the Plague, the people of
Oberammergau pledged to perform the Passion Play
as a sign of their repentance and remorse over the
suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Such vows were
common at the time in many areas of Bavaria and
Austria.
The first Passion Play was performed in 1634. Peggy
and I have been fortunate to have seen the Play on
two occasions - first in 1980 and again in 2000 and we
would recommend it if you are able to go experience
this wonderful occasion.
I wrote the accompanying piece in 1980 trying to give
you a feeling of what it was like being in the audience.
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And so it was that, 346 years later, we went to Oberammergau to
see this unique and venerable monument of Christian faith in
company with other people from all over the world.
Oberammergau itself is surrounded by the wooded foothills of
the Ammergau Alps and it has many beautiful painted houses.
The life of the village people moves from one passion play to next;
as children they grow up with it. Their chief industry is wood
carving and l’ve never seen
shops so full of wooden
figures, mainly religious ones.
By 8.30 am next day we were in
our seats in the passion
theatre, ready for the start at
9.00 am. The theatre is an open
ended tunnel. The central
stage and its surrounding
scenery in the open, with the
Ammergau Alps forming a
beautiful backdrop was
The Play House
packed and so silent throughout the performances, except for the voices of the actors and the
song of birds which flew in to perch on the rafters high above our
heads.
The play begins with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday and ends with the Resurrection. Each of the fourteen
acts is introduced by a prologue, with singing by the 48 members
of the mixed choir accompanied by a 65 piece orchestra. During
each introduction there was a tableau vivant from the Old
Testament, each one so relevant to the New Testament action we
were about to see. For example, the Lord giving manna to his
people in the desert came before the last supper; Joseph, sold by
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his brothers for 20 pieces
of silver, introduced the
betrayal by Judas.
These tableaux looked like
paintings, the actors held
their positions and didn’t
move. Only the breeze,
stirring the folds of a
garment here and there,
reminded you that here
The Last Supper
were living people.
The whole action, although so well known, was a profound
religious experience. The scene of the Last Supper has vastly
enriched all future Communions for me. I feel most humble and
grateful that we were able to go. Yet at the same time, so
disillusioned with human nature. The enormous, threatening
crowd on stage, shouting “crucify him” to Pilate, with their fists
upraised — these are surely the vindictive hooligans of today.
As the Roman soldiers poured out of Pilate’s house to form a
barrier between him and the angry crowd, standing with their
shields raised, I could see that thin line of the Metropolitan
Police with their perspex riot shields.
In his preface to the English text of the passion play for 1980,
the priest of Oberammergau writes that “the language of the
action and the songs of the chorus call upon us to change our
ways and repent. The play exhorts us to imitate the Lord
carrying the cross and, in the final chorus, encourages us to
believe and to have joyful hope.”
Jesus Christ did just this for so many people in the early church.
BRIAN BACKHOUSE
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Children’s
Society
Update
As a volunteer I receive update emails from the Children’s Society
throughout the year. This year, with the forced closure of the
Children’s Society shops, fundraising activities curtailed and no house
box opening, their income has suffered. Unfortunately, Covid has to
some extent impacted on some of the ‘face-to-face’ work with children
and young people. However, they continue to support children and
young people who, for example, feel alienated, experience any form of
abuse, or are impacted by addiction. In addition, they continue to
lobby for a fairer and more equal childhood experience for all.
I finally got the ‘go ahead’ from the
Children’s Society to open house boxes in
October. I was supplied with additional
instructions in relation to Covid 19 and they
even went as far as offering to supply free
gloves for counting the money! (With a car
enthusiast husband we have a ready
supply of disposable gloves in the garage!)
As soon as I put a notice in ‘Pews News’ the boxes came in

quickly and after 72 hours of isolation (for the boxes - not me) I
started counting. Quite understandably not everyone felt comfortable
about handing over their boxes at this time but I was able to empty
just over 80% of boxes.
I was fully expecting the box money total to
be lower than previous years as so many of us
have been carrying out contactless transactions.
But as usual, the faithful house box holders of
St Mary’s and beyond ‘came up trumps’ and
raised the magnificent sum of £1396.19,
which is slightly more than the previous year.
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And now to Christingle. As I wrote in the November magazine I
had planned to put the Children’s Society collecting candles in church
and collect them back in on 13th December. That plan was of course
scuppered by ‘lockdown 2’.
The Christingle season runs from the beginning of Advent
until Candlemas, which is Tuesday 2nd February 2021.
Therefore, God willing and no more lockdowns, I will put the
collecting candles in church on Sunday 3rd January and collect
them in on Sunday 31st January. If you can contribute that
would be a wonderful bonus. Regardless, there will be a small
gift, in thanks and appreciation (prepared in a Covid secure
manner) for each member of the congregation present at the
9:30 service. This is to say ‘thank you’ for all that the Parish of
St Mary’s does to support this excellent charity.
Many thanks for your continued support and I wish you all a
safe and less unpredictable 2021.
Mrs Chris Chapman

Christingle
in a Bag
The annual Christingle service at St Mary’s has been a fixture in
the calendar for many years. However, with Covid we were not able to
run this service in person this year. Our Parish Children’s Society rep
Mrs Chris Chapman was inspired by the Children’s Society to organise
a ‘Christingle in a bag’.
Following a successful half term Messy Church bag drop we
decided that if the children could not come to the Christingle service
then we should go to the children. We made up 24 bags with
everything needed for a Christingle including the orange, sweets,
packet of raisins and red ribbon. Christine even carefully packaged the
cocktail sticks so that there would be no accidents to little hands.
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We gave the children a letter which told them how to watch live
the service on the Children’s Society website to join in or how to watch
it later on You Tube. We were able to get some activity cards for the
children with activities and a reflection on a card. After we decided to
do this and make up the bags one of our families had a new baby;
Christine very enterprisingly made the baby his own Christingle but
wrapped in a bib! And just because it was the last time that we might
see our families before Christmas we included a Bible Society book on
Christmas. We also gave all our families a Christmas card from the
Messy Church Team.
Rev’d Marcus and I delivered the bags on Saturday 5th
December. We had a lovely welcome from families and the
children seemed excited by the delivery. For some of our
families the pandemic has been extremely hard and it felt good
to be able to make contact. We have been regularly emailing
our families and assuring them of our prayers and I would ask
the wider congregation to include Messy Church families in
their prayers.
Cathy Sanderson Reader/Church Warden

Christingle in
a bag
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Paintings of St Mary’s
in the 2021 calendar
Several people have commented on the watercolours reproduced in the
church calendar for this year and so I thought it would be interesting to
write a few lines giving a little more information about each one.
The final watercolour is shown in September and is captioned Watercolour

of St Mary’s painted by Ralph Fitt in about 1911
Some years ago I
received from New
Zealand a copy of
this lovely
watercolour entitled
‘Goldington’ which
depicts the southeast aspect of St
Mary’s church. My
correspondent
wrote that although
this had been in his
family for many
years he had only just got around to finding out where Goldington was.
The picture was painted by Ralph Fitt of whom I had no record. I was told
that he was the great grandfather of the writer’s wife born in 1853 in
Barking. He was therefore not a local man but was the surveyor responsible
for laying out the water mains in Goldington and Renhold and I was sent the
following extract explaining that he was the engineer in charge of:
"....Water Service Mains, about 7 miles in extent, to supply the districts of Goldington & Reynold, for the Bedford Rural District Council, attended to the foundry to watch special castings and note
testings in all straights, bends, tees, specials for bye-pass breeches
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for Meter Chambers, and angles for Street Branches, Hydrants,
Scours &c, setting out the whole of the lines along the various
roads, streets, leaveways, meadows and brooks, testing all lengths
of pipes before filling in trenches; setting out brickwork forming
meter chambers, valve pits, retaining walls, wings and aprons to
scour outlets, keeping daily records of all events connected with
the Job, and certifying accounts. Prepared and completed enlarged
plan of the district showing various sizes of all mains..... "
From Nov.1910 to April 1911.

This is a reproduction of the picture showing St Mary’s accurate in almost
every detail. It is interesting to note the tall flagpole surmounted by a wind
vane or perhaps a cross. I wonder when that disappeared? The note above
says he was working here from November to April - winter and spring and yet all the trees seem to be in full leaf and so I suspect he painted it
towards the end of his time here. The view of the church from this angle
has changed little in the last 100 plus years as the new part of the church
built in the 1950s is mainly hidden from this aspect. (See the picture for

January as a comparison). The row of headstones still stands although the
footstones have been repositioned.
The caption in the calendar notes that there appears to be stained glass in
the Memorial Chapel window. This area of the church was dedicated as a
Chapel of Remembrance after the Second World War and the stained glass
window was not installed until the early 1950s. Artistic licence or just a
reflection of lights shining in the interior of the building?
Fitt was obviously a talented amateur artist and I understand his family
have several other watercolours showing scenes from rural England and
overseas.
[I kept up a correspondence with the family who were actively involved in the local
history of their village in New Zealand but have learnt that Robin who sent me the
picture has now died. He was keen that we should use this image of St Mary’s to
raise funds for the church and that, through your generosity in buying copies of the
calendar, has now happened.]
Sarah Collinson, Archivist
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The Epiphany
Mosaic of the
adoration of the
magi in the basilica
of Sant' Apollinare
Nuovo,
6th century.

17

Dear friends,
In my last newsletter I wrote that I hoped that my
Residence Visa would be approved quickly and I would be
able to travel to Tanzania at the end of October or early November
in order to recommence my service in the Diocese of Mara. Unfortunately, that
has not worked according to plan or expectation, and there are complications
around the class of Residence Visa in relation to the class of Work Permit issued.
Immigration Department wants a Charity certificate from my employer, but the
Diocese isn't registered as a charity. Arthur is trying to reach resolution, but I
can't realistically see myself returning to Tanzania until 2021, so I am not
back and I haven't had a reunion with my lovely friends and colleagues
unfortunately.
On the up side I get to spend Christmas with family which is an unexpected
opportunity.
I believe your lockdown has ended with a new tier system in place - each tier
seeming to have its own rules.
I went to a funeral yesterday. My friend's sister Brenda passed away suddenly
and unexpectedly. It was all rather strange with the social distancing strictly enforced, but I'm glad I was able to attend. They have coined the term 'superspreaders' in respect of the virus for funerals and festivals and other big gettogethers - I hope it is not true of Brenda's funeral.
Another friend (in the UK) also died - she had terminal cancer and it was expected, but still heartbreaking news. I will be attending her funeral (which is in
Stevenage) by Zoom. I am very privileged as she chose to ask for donations to
my ministry with CMS in lieu of flowers. I am humbled.
Lots of love,
Heather Johnstone
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The Origins of Western Art
This talk is the first of three that will trace the development
and stylistic characteristics of Western Art.
The term 'Western Art' both describes the art of western Europe and is also
often used as a general category to identify forms of art that are geographically widespread but that have their roots in Europe. This first session will
start with the emergence of Palaeolithic Art (from the Old Stone Age), in the
form of cave painting and stone carving, during the Holocene Epoch; it will
examine the accomplished styles of Ancient Civilisations – in particular
Greece and Rome - where art was a dominant theme in religion, governance
and social status; and end with the demise of the Ancient World.
The second talk in the summer will cover the Mediaeval period down to the
Renaissance with the rediscovery of Classical Art. The final talk, next autumn, will look at the 'isms', starting with Mannerism and finally reaching present-day Contemporary Art.
Speaker: Professor Tim Boatswain, Professor of Anthropology and History
Date and time: Thursday 21st January, 7.30 - 9pm
(Participants will be able to join the event from 7.15pm)
Price: £10 (£6 students)
Venue: Online via Zoom.
Instructions for joining the talk will be sent via email between 5-5.30pm on
the day of the event. If you have not received these details by 5.30pm,
please call 01727 890205.
How to Book
You can book online or call the Box Office on 01727 890290.
Tickets will be on sale until 5pm on the day of the event.
Please ensure that you provide a current email address when you book.
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Those in Need
Lord we pray for all who are finding life difficult at this time,
whether they are in pain, distress or sorrow. We pray for those
who can see no end to their suffering and for all who have no
one to pray for them.
Comfort and heal all who have asked for our prayers. May they
receive your comfort, healing and wholeness.
I reflect at night on who you are, O Lord (Ps. 119 v.55)
I’m here again, Lord, not wanting to be aware, here,
wanting to be sound asleep, elsewhere.
Not here with the aches and pains, and my myriad concerns and
memories that parade, uninvited, across my mind.
Then I recall. That you knew the night and the early morning:
Galilee, Gethsemane, and the Garden.
The times of darkness, stillness and the special time of half light.
We are promised that he who watches over us shall neither
slumber nor sleep.
So you are with us
When we find ourselves in the dark, sensing the still world,
Between night and day
You’re here
In silent loving solidarity with those who do not sleep
From St Mary’s Book of Prayers
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We welcome Peter Stannard who
served as a missionary and priest in
Sri Lanka and Ghana but has lived
in the U.K. for some years.

Bike ‘n’ Hike
I am able to report a very successful
year for the Bike ’n Hike, in spite of the
changes we had to make and am writing
to thank you and the four bikers/hikers
from St Mary’s for your contribution of £721.25. Overall, almost
£108,000 has been raised so far this year, whereas last year
the amount was nearer to £90,000. Bedford churches raised
over £8,100, compared to just under £5,500 last year.
Alan Colley, Area Organiser
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Another recipe to enjoy from St Mary’s Recipe book

HONEY CHICKEN
2 oz butter
I onion, finely chopped
14 oz can tomatoes
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
1 tablespoon clear honey
4 chicken drumsticks or pieces,
score skin
4 oz mushrooms
parsley sprigs
salt & black pepper
1.

Put butter, onion, tomatoes with juices, Worcestershire sauce,
honey and salt and pepper to taste into a saucepan. Cook gently
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally.

2.

Place chicken pieces under grill and spread quite liberally with
sauce mixture. Grill chicken under pre-heated moderate grill for
10 minutes each side, basting frequently with sauce.

3.

Halfway through cooking, put mushrooms on grill pan around
chicken. Brush with sauce and grill until cooked.

4.

Serve chicken on a bed of boiled rice and garnish with the
mushrooms and parsley. Spoon over any remaining sauce.
Barbara Sheffield

Do let us know if you have a favourite recipe you would like included
in Parish & People.
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This month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of
St Alban's diocese in our prayers
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Bishop of St Albans Alan Smith
Bishop of Bedford Richard Atkinson
Bishop of Hertford Michael Beasley
Ampthill (Ampthill and Shefford)
Arlesey (Ampthill and Shefford)
Aspley Guise (Ampthill and Shefford)
Astwick (Ampthill and Shefford) St Peter (Watford)
Barton-le-Cley (Ampthill and Shefford)
Battlesden with Pottesgrove (Ampthill and Shefford)
Campton (Ampthill and Shefford) In Vacancy,
Clifton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Clophill (Ampthill and Shefford) In Vacancy
Eversholt (Ampthill and Shefford)
Flitton (Ampthill and Shefford) In Vacancy,
Flitwick (Ampthill and Shefford)
Harlington (Ampthill and Shefford)
Haynes (Ampthill and Shefford)
Henlow (Ampthill and Shefford)
Hexton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Higham Gobion (Ampthill and Shefford)
Husborne Crawley (Ampthill and Shefford)
Langford (Ampthill and Shefford)
Maulden (Ampthill and Shefford)
Meppershall (Ampthill and Shefford)
Millbrook (Ampthill and Shefford
Milton Bryan (Ampthill and Shefford)
Pulloxhill (Ampthill and Shefford) In Vacancy
Ridgmont (Ampthill and Shefford)
Shefford (Ampthill and Shefford)
Shillington and Gravenhurst (Ampthill and Shefford)
Silsoe (Ampthill and Shefford) In Vacancy
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CALENDAR, JANUARY 2021
Friday

1

THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS

Saturday

2

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus,
Bishops, Teachers of the Faith, 379 and 389
Seraphim, Monk of Sarov, Spiritual Guide, 1833
Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah,
Bishop in South India, Evangelist, 1945

Sunday

3

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Wednesday 6

THE EPIPHANY

Sunday

10

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
(THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY)

Monday

11

Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915

Tuesday

12

Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167
Benedict Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, Scholar, 689

Wednesday 13

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367
Kentigern, Missionary Bishop in Strathclyde and Cumbria, 603
George Fox, Founder of the Society of Friends (The Quakers, 1691)

Sunday

17

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Monday

18

Amy Carmichael, founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship,
Spiritual Writer, 1951
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th - 25th

Tuesday

19

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095

Wednesday 20

Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349

Thursday

21

Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304

Friday

22

Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon, first Martyr of Spain, 304

Sunday

24

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Monday

25

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL

Tuesday

26

Timothy and Titus, Companons of Paul

Thursday

28

Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274

Saturday

30

Charles, King and Martyr, 1649

Sunday

31

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Richard Kirby
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Brian Backhouse
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 403255
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Jane Davey

01234 360851
01234 262123
01234 360851

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Vacant
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Mary Cope
Wendy & Bill Roffe
Antony Collinson

01234 303407
01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 343283
01234 342287
01234 262123

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Brian Backhouse
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 403255
01234 301181
01234 266425

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Nesta Gedrych
Planned Giving:
Michael Barker
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison

01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 342724
01234 404970
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 306139
01234 407298
01234 217261

REGULAR SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
DURING JANUARY
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
5.00 pm Taizé Service
Second Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion
with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing
(Common Worship)
Third and Fourth Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
WEEKDAYS
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9.00am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk
Editorial Team:

Sarah Collinson
Christopher Hjelt

Proofreading:

Shelly Dennison

Treasurer:

Mary Cope

Mary Everitt
Brenda Keech

Please note that the deadline for the February issue is
Sunday, 3rd January. The deadline for articles to be included
in the March issue is Sunday, 7th February.
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.

