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Our Vicar writes…
One year on February 2021
As we approach the anniversary of Covid lockdown, it is now over a
year since our praise and worship in church has been affected by the
pandemic. Many have seen the closure of our church building to
public worship as an attack on their faith, there being a close
association between their faith and the church building. This is very
natural as most of us have been used to worshipping in a church
building and for many that building is St. Mary’s Goldington as it has
been for nearly 800 years. But I suspect too that we may also
acknowledge that God can be worshipped outside of the physical
building and that ‘the church’ is in fact the people and not the fabric.
By now we should have established our own ways to worship and
praise God at home. And yet for some at least this probably hasn’t
been easy. So I would like to explore what we mean by praise and
worship and what that means to us as individuals and as God’s people
dispersed.
Meaning of worship
According to the dictionary, worship is defined as the feeling or
expression of reverence and adoration for a deity. Christian worship
can then be defined as the feeling of reverence and adoration for God.
The Greek word that is most often translated as worship in the New
Testament is known as “proskuneo”, which means to “fall down
before or bow down before” or “to kiss the hand to (towards) one, in
token of reverence”. It was used as homage shown to men and beings
of a superior rank. The Hebrew word for worship in the Bible is
"Shaha" which means “to bow low or to prostrate oneself”.
Meaning of praise
According to the dictionary, praise is defined as the expression of
one’s gratitude and respect towards a deity, especially in a song. So,
Christian praise can be defined as the expression of gratitude and
respect towards God, especially in a song. There are three Hebrew
words in the Bible that are translated as praise. One is “yadah”, which
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means “praise or give thanks or confess”. Another one is “zamar”
which means “sing praise” and the third one is “halal” (which is the
root word for hallelujah), which means to praise, honour, or
commend.
Our response
During the times our church has been closed to public worship we
have faced the challenge of how we might enable praise and worship
at home, and as we have just read these two words mean different
things. This is on top of our need for prayer, to have a conversation
with God, not just reeling off a long list of requests, but to have a
conversation, to talk and to listen. We recently touched on how
listening to God is chiefly done in our prayer and in reading of
scripture, where ‘the Word’ of God can be heard in the written word
of God. This doesn’t exclude God talking to us in dreams or through
angels or other messengers, but it is our main source of inspiration.
When we think of praise we find that most people can give praise and
often do. That was a great film, a great meal, so and so has been so
kind to me. These are all valuable expressions of praise but they are
not praise to God. So maybe just take a moment and think when did
you last praise God, in your words, actions and in your life? When did
we last say thank you God? Was it in the simple sharing of a grace
before meals? Was it in response to a prayer answered? Was it
thanking God for showing us something new in the Bible or in the
world and those around us?
When at theological college we had a lecturer who was for ever
‘praising God’ saying “Halleluiah, praise the Lord.” He would praise
God for the good and the bad in his life. ‘Oh dear, I have dropped my
cup and broken it, “Halleluiah, praise the Lord.” ‘
He had found a way of praising God in all times and all places, and we
too need to discover that ability. When we are at home, when we are
lonely, when we feel uncertain about the future, we all need to turn to
God in Praise, “Halleluiah, praise the Lord.” Trusting that God is in
charge, he is still worthy of praise, he hasn’t changed, even if our
circumstances have.
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As we look forward I would want us to look forward with Praise and
Worship on our lips and in our hearts, whether we are meeting in
church or worshipping at home. For praise and worship, like God
himself, are not limited to time or place. God deserves our praise and
worship in all situations for in all situations God is with us, guiding and
walking with us.
At a funeral we listened to the song ‘you’ll never walk alone’ and
although written with very different meaning in mind, I was minded
that the words remind us that with God we too never walk alone. We
can sometimes need to be reminded of this, to be encouraged and
comforted.
The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the LORD turn his face toward you
and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

Simon
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS
Sunday, 7th March 2021
Put the date in your diaries now!
Please pray for volunteers to come forward
to serve as Councillors and as
Churchwarden
Are you being called?
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A big thank you to my friends and supporters, for your
encouragement, financial support, and love throughout 2020. This
year has been challenging in a way that none of us could have anticipated or
expected. Our lives have been turned upside down and placed on hold. I am in a state
of limbo as I am still in South Africa, longing to be able to return to Tanzania and my
friends and colleagues at the Diocese of Mara, and the Rehema Project, but many
people have suffered loss and great hardship and my heart goes out to them.
During Advent last year I was on home leave in the UK and a link church invited me to
share what Christmas is like in Tanzania, also focussing on advent and the role of the
mother, and I’d like to share that message with you.
Where I live in rural Tanzania there are no carols playing on an endless loop in every
store, no decorated trees, no exchanges of gifts—Christmas in Tanzania is simply a
religious festival. ‘Mkesha wa Krismasi’ is the Christmas Eve service starting at 8pm and
running until 2am on December 25. This is followed by another service at 7am on
Christmas Day. After worshipping and celebrating the birth of Jesus, people tend to go
house to house to share food and sodas with those less fortunate than themselves as a
way of making Christmas special.
In Tanzania being a mother is about the most important role a woman can have. From
the day your first child is born you become known as the mother of that child. So, my
mother, for example, would be known as Mama Heather and no longer be called by her
given name.
I love the way Cecilia is looking at her
daughter Neema with such obvious
love and pride in this photo on the left.
Mama Neema. Such love and absolute
devotion. You can see she would do
anything for her young daughter.
Although I have no children, and many
Tanzanians find that very strange,
every single one of the Rehema
Bibi Irene
Cecilia - Mama Neema
women consider me to be their
mother. Even those who are older than me. They call me Mama Rehema. As much as I
am their mother, equally, I am the grandmother of all their children. In Kiswahili a
grandmother is a ‘bibi’, so here I am pictured in my role of Bibi Irene.
Mary, mother of Jesus, would have been Mama Yesu. A role that she was so proud to
fulfil. Mama Yesu – what an honour! When the Angel Gabriel foretold the birth of Jesus,
4

Mary’s reply was “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be fulfilled.” That
obedience is what God wants from us.
Mary’s Song – Luke 1:46-55
And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for
he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations
will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great
things for me— holy is his name. His mercy extends to
those who fear him, from generation to generation. He
has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has
lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good
things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped
his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to
Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised
Mary – Mama Yesu
our ancestors.”
It is the third week of advent – traditionally a time of reflection and waiting – looking
forward to Christ’s second coming and looking backward to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ our Saviour.
In line with the theme of advent, I would like to introduce you to children or young
people I know from Tanzania whose names are Hope, Joy, Faith and Love – or Tumaini,
Joy, Imani and Pendo.
I’d like to share with you a small vignette of their lives.

Tumaini (Hope)

Tumaini is the baby son of Sweet Beth. Sister to Maggie and Nasifa.
Sweet Beth’s husband has another wife and family in Bunda – about
an hour away, and is very absent from their lives. Sweet Beth/Mama
Tumaini works so hard. She works for Rehema and also walks door
to door selling vegetables and other small items. Determined to
make a better future for her children Mama Tumaini has scrimped
and saved and bought a plot of land in a nearby village. Every month
she buys a few bricks or a piece of sheet metal to one day build a
home for herself and her children.

Joy is the young woman pictured here with her baby sister Jane.
Joy is relatively privileged in that both her parents are alive and
present in her life. Both her mum and dad are HIV positive. Both
struggle to earn an income but they have a small home, and Joy
was educated up to Form 4. She was sponsored through Rehema
to attend a vocational sewing school to learn a life skill. At the end
of the course, she was given a sewing machine, fabric and
equipment enabling her to start a small business. Although her life
is not necessarily easy, she has many reasons to be joyful.
5

Joy

Perhaps a face you were not expecting to see in the
context of Tanzania! Imani’s parents were
missionaries with CMS Australia. She, her siblings,
and her parents were friends and customers of
Rehema. Although life in Tanzania was arguably
easier for Imani than most of her Tanzanian
counterparts, missionary kids (MK’s or 3rd culture
kids) stand out because they are different. They
stand out when all they want is to fit in. As Imani
Imani (Faith)
said, for her Tanzania was home, although she did
not look Tanzanian. On the other hand, whilst she looked like she fit in to Australia, she
didn’t feel Australian and being back there was, initially anyway, rather overwhelming.
This sweet girl, Pendo, is an orphan. She and her sister
Amina have been taken in by their grandmother Priska for
whom life is very difficult. Priska lives in the impoverished
village of Nyambeshi and is a subsistence farmer. She is a
widow. She is fortunate as she has a small house, but she
is also the carer of two other children, a disabled
granddaughter who has been abandoned by her mother
and is mother to young unemployed women who live at
home. She has many mouths to feed and limited resources
to do so but remains cheerful and always greets me with
the words ‘Bwana Asifiwe’ which means Praise the Lord. A
Pendo (Love)
friend of mine donates 40kg of cornflour to the family every
month. Pendo doesn’t have much of a childhood as there are many chores to do in the
large and busy household, and the children need to do their share. There is not much
time for leisure. When I go to visit them, I like to spend time playing with her and some
of the other young children. Just a silly little game of ‘high 5’ results in peals of
laughter and such joy. Also, a camera or a phone is such an icebreaker and posing for
selfies can melt all inhibitions.
Please pray for these children and their families.
May this season warm your soul, bring hope, joy and love to your heart and may we,
like Mary, step out in faithful obedience to the Lord, even when we don’t have all the
answers.
Heather Johnstone
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PARISH & PEOPLE
SURVEY 2020
SUMMARY

W
T

hat a wonderful response
to our survey from so
many people!
hank you all for taking the
time to answer our questions
and to provide comments
(overwhelmingly favourable we
are pleased to say!)

T

he following is a summary of
the main results and will
prove a very useful tool for the PCC and Magazine team to work from.
You have given us many ideas and thoughts and we shall use these to
build on the current status of Parish & People and create a magazine fit
for the future which lets people know that St Mary’s is very much the
vibrant, spiritual and loving heart of Christianity in Goldington.

B

efore we come to the general comments we have summarised the
answers to the first few questions which only needed mainly ‘yes’ or
‘no’ replies.

Of those who completed the survey, just over half already
subscribed to the printed version.

Nearly 90% read Parish & People online either monthly,
regularly or occasionally.

(Before March 2020 only selected articles were available on the
website. The whole edition started to be uploaded from April)

Readers access the magazine fairly equally via Pews News or
directly from the church website.

Interestingly over half those who have internet access would
prefer to read a printed copy for varying reasons.

Nearly everyone agreed that printed copies should be available
for those without internet access.
7

Opinion was divided over whether a charge should be made for
the digital version but more people felt this was not a good
idea. We’ll look into this further.
A large majority of our readers would be happy to pay more
than 80 pence (per printed copy).
Views were split almost equally over the provision of the
magazine to all those on the Electoral Roll although slightly
fewer felt this necessary.
There were some offers of help and we look forward to taking
these forward and thank those respondents.








S

ummarising the comments provided is clearly a longer task and all
will be studied in detail by the Magazine Team and then the results
discussed by the PCC. We shall also take into consideration informal
comments given earlier by readers and the PCC Standing Committee.
However from even an initial look at your views we can see that, on the
whole, Parish & People is well-received and probably only needs fairly
minor, but important changes. Several of you suggested that there should
be more community items, more details of events and dates etc. with a
wider vision for Goldington and its people. We agree totally with you but
would say in our defence that this year because of all the lockdowns and
coronavirus restrictions there just haven’t been the events, activities and
services which we would normally cover in the publication.

W

e hope to bring you more updates on our conclusions in the
coming months.

Parish & People is your magazine. We cannot produce it without your
support and readership. If you have anything you would like to put in the
magazine please send your articles to parishandpeople@gmail.com. We
rely on you!
NB Nearly all the answers to the survey were given online as that is how
the survey was distributed. We are aware that many of those without
internet access were probably unable to reply or were even unaware of
the survey. If you know anyone who would like to add their equally valid
comments please let us know.
Parish & People
Editorial Team
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Star Count 2021
"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands."
(Psalm 19:1 NIV)

Help map light pollution with the annual Star Count from CPRE, the
countryside charity.
Starry skies are a magical sight. Light pollution not only limits our
views of these skies, but also disrupts wildlife’s natural patterns.

This year’s citizen science project takes place
between
8-14 February.
All you need to do is count the visible stars in the constellation of
Orion on one (preferably clear) night during the week and enter your
result plus your postcode online. The results will be used to create
interactive maps of the country, helping people to find the best
places to watch the stars and tackle local light pollution hotspots.
Visit www.cprebeds.org.uk/what-we-careabout/nature-and-landscapes/dark-skies/ to
find out more about how you can get
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Looking forward to Lent
Lent this year starts in the middle of February or Wednesday 17th
February to be precise. This is because Easter, being a moveable
feast, defines the start of Lent forty days before Easter. But just a
moment! If Easter is on the 4th April and there are 31 days in March and
28 days in February this year. That make February 28 - 17 = 12, March
= 31, April = 4, that makes 47 days counting Ash Wednesday. Yes that
is right; the 40 days of Lent do not count the Sunday feast days. I am
glad we got that sorted out.
Lent is also marked in church by the lack of flowers and the change of
liturgical colour to purple all in anticipation of the Easter celebrations.
This year will be different from last year in some ways and may also
have the echoes of not being in church again for our celebrations,
remembering our lockdown last year started with Mothering Sunday or
the fourth Sunday of Lent. However this year we are prepared and will
be enabling on-line worship and supplying material to use at home. In
fact by the time you read this month’s letter, you should have received
the pack of material.
Lent has always been a time of reflection and preparation for Christians
much like Advent and this year we want to encourage everybody to use
the time they have at home to give a little of that back to God. We have
given out 100 copies of the Lent booklet which has a reading and
reflection for each day in Lent. I pray that as a church family we will
individually and corporately be able to grow through our reading of
scripture, through prayer and listening for God to speak to us.
As well as our whole church observance of Lent you are invited to join
the on-line community of the North Bedford Churches Together where
we will be looking through the eyes of our different traditions at music of
the passion. How do our different traditions, Anglican, Methodist,
Catholic, etc. affect the music that we use in Lent, Holy Week and
Easter. There will be an afternoon and evening opportunity each week
to come and share and explore.
After Easter we hope we can meet and also sing and have a great
Easter Songs of Praise.
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North Bedford Churches Together (NBCT)
Invite you to explore music of
our Lord’s Passion
Weekly in Lent via Zoom
lead by our various churches
Tuesday 23rd February 2pm and 7pm
Thursday 4th March 2pm and 7pm
Thursday 11th March 2pm and 7pm
Wednesday 17th March 2pm and 7pm
Monday 22nd March 2pm and 7pm
Sign up for zoom link at your local church
Or via this link https://us9.list-manage.com/survey?u=fbf9b1459c162fd57e3dcbdc0&id=35c76565c8

NBCT
St. Mary’s Goldington - C of E
Putnoe Heights - Methodist
Holy Cross - Roman Catholic
Priory - Methodist
Ss Philip & James - Roman
Catholic
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I am pleased to announce that the SMART Prebend Centre
building will now be used in a whole new way - as a one-stop
shop hub for all sorts of services, initiatives and projects. Using
Home Office funding secured by the Office of Police and Crime
Commissioner and Community Safety Partnership the hub opens on
17th December and runs until at least March 2021 as part of the Safer
Streets Project.

The intention is that the space will be available for use by a
range of voluntary sector, charitable, public sector and
community interest groups, at least on a temporary basis, instead
of the building being empty and unused.
As you will probably be aware, the SMART Prebend Centre
building was closed back in March 2020 due to the pandemic
and remains unusable as a day centre for rough sleepers and
people experiencing homelessness.
Thankfully, with Government funding and support locally, Bedford
Borough Council was able to enact the “everyone in” policy. This
meant that from April 2020 homeless and rough sleepers have
been supported by SMART, partner organisations, the Council
and volunteers in temporary hotel accommodation. Our
outstanding teams are providing meals, emotional support and help
with accessing healthcare, welfare, benefits and housing advice.
Having everyone in once place is enabling us to help many more
people who are experiencing homelessness to secure suitable
accommodation.
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We have permission from the Council for this temporary change of
use. And, initially, we intend to run the hub on a cost-only basis so
that it can be used by local organisations tackling issues of prime
importance in Bedford.

Cold Relief In Bedford (CRIB) Appeal Update
We will not be running the annual Prebend Centre CRIB Appeal
this year and will, instead, ask for your help with particular
items and/or monetary donations when needed. This will be the
case until the end of March 2021 when we will have more news on
our role in supporting the homeless and rough sleepers of Bedford.
Any monies kindly donated as a one-off or by direct debit,
as well as donated goods, will be used for the following:

 Supporting people experiencing homelessness and rough
sleepers with food, toiletries and access to health, mental health,
housing and welfare & benefits services in the hotel in Bedford;
 And assisting those who have made positive changes in their
lives and need our help for making the transition to new, stable
accommodation (e.g. food, furniture, clothes etc).
Demand for shelter and housing is likely to increase as the
effects of the pandemic bite deeper, with many more unable to
pay for accommodation. Rest assured, SMART CJS continues to be
centre stage in supporting the vulnerable and acting as a safety net
for those that find themselves homeless. I will, of course, provide
updates on how the Winter is shaping up and let you know if the
situation changes.
On behalf of everyone at SMART and all who are using our
services, I’d like to thank you for continued interest and
support
All the very best,
Anita McCallum
Chief Executive Officer- SMART CJS
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Christian perspective in
recognition of St Mary's journey
towards Eco Church status.

HOUSE GROUP

My experience of
House Groups
I had never been part of a
house group before so I wasn't
quite sure what to expect. But
when the new house groups
were formed at St Mary's in
2018, Shelly and I somehow
found ourselves volunteering to
host one. Fast forward 18
months and a lot has changed
since - we completed two of the
original Pilgrim courses before
a change of approach (and a
swap over to Zoom meetings
when other events intervened)
saw us shift to focussing on
and exploring some of the
shorter individual books of the
Old Testament: Ruth, Esther
and Amos so far. We've also
been exploring some
environmental issues from a
14

So that's what we've done, but
how have I found being in a
house group? Any initial
trepidation quickly disappeared
as soon as we started on the
first course. And I have found it
tremendously valuable. Having
the chance to look at and talk
about particular Bible
passages, ethical questions,
church doctrine or just general
aspects of Christian life with a
small group of other Christians
is really very helpful. Any
questions are welcome - there
are no such things as silly
questions - since we all have
varied experiences, views,
backgrounds etc and so all
bring something different to the
group. The conversations
therefore naturally range
beyond what I would consider if
I was just on my own and that
brings new thoughts, new
viewpoints and helps bring me
closer to God. It's not a

question of finding the right
answers and being tested or
judged by your peers - it's
about exploring together and
supporting each other in ways
that just aren't possible in a
formal Sunday morning
service.

The house group evenings
have become a very welcome
marker in the week (although
they are not always every
week and we will often have
one or two members who
cannot make a particular
session) and I have found
myself exploring parts of the

Bible, and my relationship with
God, in a way that I never had
before.
At the time that I'm writing this
we have not yet resumed from
our Christmas break. January
will see us changing focus
again as we embark on an
exploration of Romans, which
should be different to our
previous sessions. I look
forward to the sessions
resuming and I would very
much encourage anyone who
has never tried a house group
before to think about taking the
plunge and giving it a go.
Having now experienced one
I'm just left wondering why I
never did it before!
Andrew Dennison

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5 and
Ryan 3.
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say ‘Let my
brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’”
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said,
“Ryan, you be Jesus!”
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Pictures of St Mary’s - A Postscript
For the last three months we have looked in more detail at three watercolours
of St Mary’s used in the 2021 Calendar.
Are these the earliest pictures we know of St Mary’s? Well, yes and no.
The illustration below (left) dates back to 1765, some fifty years before the
Fisher painting, and is of Goldington church and the Bury. It comes from the
local Thomas Jefferys’ map of Bedfordshire of that date but to say that it shows
St Mary’s church is not really true. It was common practice on many early maps
to indicate the location of a village or settlement with a small icon of a church
building but in fact all these symbols were virtually identical and used in the
same way that a small cross today indicates a church on a modern OS map. We
can see that the picture (right) for Renhold from the same map is almost the
same (although admittedly from the outside the actual churches look very
similar). Some larger abbeys and priories had slightly more ornate illustrations
but again these were largely generic.

Renhold Church 1765
Goldington Church 1765

The earliest map I have come across showing
Goldington church depicted in this way is that
of Jan Blaeu of 1645 but from the extract
shown (left) it can be seen that all the
churches around Goldington are drawn
exactly the same.
So, we are no closer to seeing an actual
picture of St Mary’s.
Because of the lockdown I cannot access the Bedfordshire or other archives at
present but I would love to know if there are any earlier true illustrations.
Sarah Collinson
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Today, January 2nd, is my
wedding anniversary. I
recently found a quote from
Dr Johnson which said that
there is nobody who does not
dread the moment when

Reflecti
ons
on a
weddin
g
anniver
sary

solitude should deliver him
to the tyranny of reflection! Yet some
reflections can be enjoyable, thought provoking and
enlightening, as mine are today.
The weather - cold and sunny - is very

2

like it was in 1965. What is different is
why anyone should choose to get
married in the depths of winter. I was
a young junior school teacher and a
nice little house had

come up for rent just opposite the
school. However, in those days it was
in no way acceptable for the teacher to
be living in sin, so if we wanted the
house we needed to be married. Not
that we minded that!
St Mary's church in Banbury is rather
splendid, with a dome, pillars, and a
beautiful interior. We could afford bells,
so even as everybody shivered in their
finery, the sounds were very joyful.
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My best friend's mum had made the dress, close
fitting white corded velvet trimmed with fur. (I was
paper thin in those days). My little
sister, also in a home made frock, was
bridesmaid. My auntie made the cake,
we had sixty friends and relations
squeezed into my family home, and
played Beatles music on the record
player. No honeymoon but a cheery
send off ... We had a meal out, then
because it was still a bit early to arrive
at the hotel we went to the pictures
and saw 'Topkapi'. I think things are
done a bit differently these days. I
have heard that some people spend thousands!
Well, that was fifty six years ago. We sit here today in
Tier Four, the two of us and the cat! We are going to
settle down with a lemon sole meal and a glass of
prosecco and watch 'Charade', the first film we ever
saw together. Really I can't think of a much nicer
way to celebrate ...
Christine Hunt.
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Christian Rural and Environmental Studies
Certificate – course update
At the beginning of November we met online for a
study day which included two presentations. The
first was given by Rev Margot Hodson on “fullness
as an environmental ethic” which looked at both the
Old and New Testaments and how an ethic based on
fullness might give us practical, spiritual and theological resources to respond to the current crisis.
The second presentation was on “the state of Christian engagement with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)” and urged churches to learn more
about the SDGs. The 17 SDGs have been adopted by
UN member states and are an urgent call for action
by all countries. They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand
with strategies that improve health and education,
reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – all
while tackling climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests. You can read more
about the SDGs at https://sdgs.un.org/goals
The sessions included time for questions and small
group discussions. There were also opportunities
during the day for students to mix in informal
groups and small tutorial groups.
When I last wrote an update I had just started the
biodiversity module, I completed that in November
with an essay on biodiversity, the planning system
and Christian environmental ethics which was a
19

really good opportunity to combine knowledge from
my job with my faith.
I’m currently at the beginning of my final module
(where has the time gone?!) before I start my dissertation. This module looks at the role of creation care in
the mission of the church – both locally and globally and is already proving fascinating.
Shelly Dennison

February
17th
20

Many of you will
I hope have seen the
figures displayed by the west
door for Remembrance Sunday and also
over Christmas as a visual way of displaying what
the church is about. We live in a community
with 25+ languages and sometimes the visual
message reaches where words in your second
language do not.
With Lent coming up and
Palm Sunday and Easter, I
am looking for suggestions
or inspiration of what we
might want to display in
wood or on our notice
boards.
So budding artist and ideas people, get your
creative juices flowing and let me know what
might speak to our community of Goldington to
celebrate or tell the Easter Story.
Simon
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Meditation on a tree in winter

Stark, majestic, beautiful.
A tree in winter is a glorious sight.
Gone are the leaves that provide colour,
energy, food and shade.
The skeleton remains, the substance of the tree;
its shape a wonder to behold.
The twisted shapes of bare branches are now visible,
stretching out their wiry arms.
Once these arms held precious nests of young birds,
now long ago fledged.
Sunlight reaches the ground where once leaves provided shade.
The tree is exposed, nothing is hidden.
Birds alight on its naked branches, looking for tiny creatures.
Their usual shelter temporarily gone.
Unseen roots search for sustenance in the soil.
Nature seeks equilibrium.
Grounded, solid, steadfast.
The tree is a living sculpture.
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What does a tree in winter teach me about the spiritual life?

In cold, harsh seasons of life,
when things seem empty and bare,
God is there keeping life in balance.
When familiar comforts are missing,
when you feel exposed and naked,
God is there giving protection.
If nourishment seems low,
and energy has disappeared,
God is there to sustain you.
When connections are lost,
colours dimmed and friends
unseen,
God is there pouring out love.
Nothing is hidden from God.
He is there, right beside us.
God is steadfast and majestic.
God is love.
God is.
Susan Lane
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St Mary’s Cuppa and Chat via Zoom
Since the first national lockdown in March 2020; we
were suddenly isolated from sharing communal
worship and social activities. Many of us with the
technological means were now learning to
communicate with family and friends online,
including programs such as Zoom.
After some discussion, I volunteered to host St Mary’s Cuppa and Chat
sessions via Zoom – an opportunity for anyone who wishes to log into the
meeting to chat about anything and everything whilst hopefully relaxing
with some companionship for 40 minutes twice per week.
At present a small group of us regularly logs in; sometimes there is only
myself and another one or two participants – sometimes we’ve had 15+.
As we got more used to the technology another member of our current
group has, and will, take on hosting duties if I am unavailable. No matter
the number, all are welcome to join in and I will continue to schedule
sessions even if only one other person feels able to benefit. Currently I
schedule the sessions for Wednesdays at 11.00 am and Monday/Fridays at
2.30 pm. If you haven’t already, please consider logging in for a Cuppa
and Chat soon.
Debbie Richardson

Dear Friends
Our giving to Christian Aid 2021 will not
be as in previous years due to Covid and
the lockdowns.
To give us all an opportunity to continue our support, here
are the details for you to give online or by phone to their Lent
and Easter appeal.
Donate online via the website.
Call 020 7523 2269 to donate by phone
To find out more email: info@christian-aid.org
Thanks and stay safe

Wendy and Dorothy
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Reading the Bible from
Medieval to Modern Times
Christianity has one foundational
text. However, the techniques by
which Christians read the Bible vary
enormously.

These variations of method account
for some of the historical divisions
between churches. This talk will analyse
western biblical hermeneutics (the
methodology of interpretation) beginning
with allegorical readings from the Middle
Ages, through the ‘literal’ interpretation of
the Reformers and the growth of scholarly
skills in ancient history and Hebraic
languages in the seventeenth century, to
the flourishing of 'higher' criticism during
the last century.
Speaker:
The Rev’d Dr Kenneth Padley,
Tutor in Church History
Date & Time:
Tuesday 2 March, 7.30-9pm
Cost:
£10 (students £6)
Venue: Online via Zoom
You can book online or call the Box Office
on 01727 890290.

We are very excited to welcome Simon
Woodman to Belief on
Saturday 20th February 2021
at 10.00 am.
Simon's talk is entitled

"Everything you ever wanted to
know about the
Book of Revelation in less
than an hour".
The talk will be followed by a question
and answer session, and we aim to
finish between 11.30 am and 11.45 am.
The event will be held on Zoom and
tickets can be booked on Eventbrite.
£10 per person.

www.eventbrite.co.uk
Simon Woodman is Minister of
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
the Free Church Chaplain at King's
College London and has degrees in
Biblical Studies from Sheffield,
Bristol, and Cardiff Universities.
He has been a stall holder on
Camden Market, a Baptist Minister in
Bristol, a Tutor at South Wales Baptist
College, and a lecturer at
Cardiff University.
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South Porch Notice
Boards

On behalf of the Wardens, PCC and congregation of St.
Mary's Goldington, we wish to record our vote of
grateful thanks for the work quietly done by Richard
Cope to help maintain and improve our church. We
are very grateful for his provision of a Christmas tree
and hope you all saw it in person via the live feeds.
We are also extremely thankful for the three new
notice boards now proudly standing in the church
porch. They are very posh with lights on. Sadly you
might not see them in person for a while due to the
lockdown or even see Richard to thank him, but
‘Thank you’ Richard for all your hard work.

Don’t forget that the Parish Giving Scheme will be rolled out
later this year.
You can already give via the on-line button on the alternative
website
www.stmarygoldington.com
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This month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of
St Alban's diocese in our prayers
Monday
01 Archdeacon of Bedford
Tuesday
02 Archdeacon of Hertford
Wednesday 03 Archdeacon of St Albans
Thursday 04 Southill (Ampthill and Shefford)
Friday
05 Steppingley (Ampthill and Shefford)
Saturday 06 Stondon (Ampthill and Shefford)
Sunday
07 Tingrith (Ampthill and Shefford)
Monday
08 Westoning (Ampthill and Shefford)
Tuesday
09 Woburn (Ampthill and Shefford)
Wednesday 10 Woburn Sands (Ampthill and Shefford
Thursday 11 Chipping Barnet (St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet; St Mark,
Barnet Vale; St Stephen, Bells Hill & St Peter, Arkley) (Barnet)
Friday
12 St Mary's, East Barnet (LEP) (Barnet)
Saturday 13 Elstree and Borehamwood (Barnet)
Sunday
14 Little Heath, Christ Church (Barnet) In Vacancy
Monday
15 Lyonsdown, Holy Trinity (Barnet)
Tuesday
16 New Barnet, St James (Barnet)
Wednesday 17 Potters Bar (Barnet) Ash Wednesday
Thursday 18 Potters Bar, King Charles the Martyr (Barnet)
Friday
19 Ridge (Barnet) In Vacancy
Saturday 20 South Mymms (Barnet) In Vacancy
Sunday
21 Totteridge (Barnet)
Monday
22 Bedford, All Saints (Bedford)
Tuesday
23 Bedford, Christ Church (Bedford)
Wednesday 24 Bedford, St Andrew (Bedford) In Vacancy,
Thursday 25 Bedford, St John and St Leonard (Bedford)
Friday
26 Bedford, St Mark (Bedford)
Saturday 27 Bedford, St Martin (Bedford)
Sunday
28 Bedford, St Michael and All Angels (Bedford)
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CALENDAR, FEBRUARY 2021
Monday

1

Brigid, Abbess of Kildare, c. 525

Tuesday

2

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE
TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS)

Wednesday 3

Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg,
Missionary in Denmark and Sweden, 865

Thursday

4

Gilbert of Sempringham,
Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189

Saturday

6

The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

Sunday

7

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT

Wednesday 10 Scholastica, sister of Benedict,
Abbess of Plombariola, ca 543
Sunday

14 THE SUNDAY NEXT BFORE LENT

Monday

15 Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden, 1045;
Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of the SPCK & SPG, 1730

Wednesday 17 ASH WEDNESDAY
Sunday

21 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Tuesday

23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, c 155

Wednesday 24 Ember Day
Friday

26 Ember Day

Saturday

27 George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633

Sunday

28 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Richard Kirby
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Brian Backhouse
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 403255
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Jane Davey

01234 360851
01234 262123
01234 360851

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Vacant
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Mary Cope
Wendy & Bill Roffe
Antony Collinson

01234 303407
01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 343283
01234 342287
01234 262123

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Brian Backhouse
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 403255
01234 301181
01234 266425

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Nesta Gedrych
Planned Giving:
Michael Barker
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison

01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 342724
01234 404970
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 306139
01234 407298
01234 217261

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
5.00 pm Taizé Service

For
of services until further
Second Sunday
ofdetails
the month
9.30 am notice
Parishplease
Communion
see Pews News or
with
Prayers for
Wholeness
Healing
our
Facebook
page
for up toand
date
(Common Worship)
information.

Third and Fourth Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
St Mary's Church, Goldington.

WEEKDAYS
Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9.00am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk
Editorial Team:

Sarah Collinson
Christopher Hjelt

Proofreading:

Shelly Dennison

Treasurer:

Mary Cope

Mary Everitt
Brenda Keech

Please note that the deadline for the March issue is
Sunday, 7th February. The deadline for articles to be included
in the April issue is Sunday, 7th March .
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.

