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Our Associate Priest Writes
Have you ever taken part in the Big Garden Birdwatch, that opportunity to do a
bit of citizen science which comes round each January? To take part you only
need to observe and count the birds in your garden, from your balcony or in your
local park for an hour between 28-30 January this year and then submit your
results on line. You’ll find all the information you need here:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/.
One year Sam had left me on duty in our garden room and I admit I had lost
concentration when he called from upstairs asking what the bird was on the
fence. It was a sparrowhawk which is not a common visitor to our garden and it
felt as if it knew we were taking part in the Birdwatch and just wanted to be
counted.
Thinking about the Birdwatch led me to think about a Bible Birdwatch because
they do get a few mentions in the Bible and I thought there might be some
inspiration for the new year among them. In the Genesis account (Genesis 1.20)
birds first put in an appearance on day five and in evolutionary terms they
evolved from dinosaurs, the only ones that remained after the mass extinction.
Their size, ability to fly and varied diet probably accounted for their survival, so
pretty amazing creatures.
The writer of the book of Job suggests that nature, including birds, can teach us
wisdom:
But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they
will tell you; ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;
Job 12.7, 8b
Having mentioned the sparrowhawk, let’s begin with probably the greatest of
birds of prey, the eagle. A couple of years ago I had the privilege to observe a Sea
Eagle over the Hebrides in the company of one of the people responsible for
reintroducing them. They are amazingly powerful birds. Isaiah has this to say:
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40.31
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After our experiences over the last few years I think we all need renewed
strength, strength that comes from waiting with and for the Lord.
The first bird mentioned in the Bible is the raven which was the first bird Noah
sent from the ark to work out whether the flood had subsided. Jesus tells us, in
Luke’s account, to:
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value
are you than the birds!
Luke 12.24
Matthew records ‘the birds of the air’ in this saying but the message is the same
that God values us, he will provide for us and that we are not to worry and be
anxious.
The Psalmist encourages us to take joy in the presence of the Lord just as the
sparrow finds a home and swallows a nesting place at his altars:
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, indeed it
faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the
living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my
God.
Psalm 84.1-3
Finally a reference to the turtle-dove reminds us that spring follows winter:
for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear
on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
Song of Solomon 2.11,12
At the beginning of 2022 may we have renewed strength like eagles, knowing
that we are more precious than any bird and find joy and a secure dwelling in the
presence of God as we look forward and see the first flowers appearing. (Putnoe
Woods will be the place to go to see the display of snowdrops.)
Happy New Year.

Jennie
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From the Registers
We welcome those who have been baptised
14th November

Lily May Barbour
Jessica Kefford
Alexander Nicolai Maycroft
Vaida Sedjukevica

21st November

Brody Lee Banister

th

5 December

Santino Ottaviani

We remember those who have died
4th October

Morrice Duncan

6th October

Valeri Boxall

th

19 November

Geoffrey Goodge

28th November

Brenda Keech

Week of
Prayer for
Christian
Unity
January
18th - 25th
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Eco Church Bronze Award
St Mary’s church in Goldington has recently won a Bronze Eco
Church Award in recognition of our efforts to care for God’s
earth. Eco Church, part of the A Rocha UK charity, promotes
good environmental practice in all aspects of our church life –
Worship and Teaching; Management of Buildings and Land;
Community and Global Engagement; and Lifestyle
We have been working to fulfil the requirements since we joined
the scheme in 2020 and are very excited to have achieved the
Award. We regularly include environmental concerns in our
worship, and encourage our congregation to make lifestyle
changes such as using less plastic. We are committed to
reducing the carbon footprint of our buildings for example by
switching to LED lights; and are managing our churchyard
better for wildlife, by putting up nest boxes and leaving wild
areas.
Caring for the environment is at the heart of our Christian belief. At
the end of the day we are custodians and want to leave the world in a
better place. If we do the right things we believe there is hope for a
brighter environmental future.
You may have noticed the plaque acknowledging our Bronze Award at
the entrance to the churchyard.
There are currently around 10 other Eco Churches in the Bedford area
which have joined the scheme, with others having also achieved
Bronze Awards – Putnoe Heights, St Andrew’s, Sharnbrook Methodist
and St Thomas Becket at Clapham.
We are not resting on our laurels and will be looking to see what we
need to do to reach the Silver Award.
Please contact me if you wish to get involved.
Colin Last
Environmental Officer
07749 316165
Visit the following sites for more information about Eco Church:
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
churchofengland.org/environment
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Brenda Pearl Keech



11.10.35 ~ 16.10.21
Brenda was born at 3 Kimbolton Road, Bedford to her proud parents Isobella Margaret
th
(known as Meg) and Charles Herbert Keech on 11 October 1935, close to the site of
what was to become Bedford North wing Hospital. Who could have told then how fitting
that would turn out to be!
Brenda’s father Charlie was an only child and her mother Meg was one of three girls
Sadly one sister had died when young and the other sister never married.
Brenda went to Goldington Road Council girls’ school which is now known as Castle
Newnham School.
Brenda’s early school reports of the time showed that she was very capable but not very
focused on her work with the typical ‘could do better if she stopped talking’ type
comments.
However, just before reaching her teenage years, this focus changed and she was
awarded a scholarship to Luton Technical College. Her parents were very pleased with
this although her father did comment about the fact it was so far away. Getting to Luton
was a long bus and train journey for a 14 year old girl, but this didn’t stop Brenda as she
studied business studies, office management and secretarial skills including shorthand
and typing. Completing the course with flying colours at 16 she then joined the NHS
which was to be her life’s passion.
She started work in North Wing in 1951 before the National Health Service had become a
national organisation. She worked hard to progress her career, taking many courses,
including management courses and personnel training, as well as courses relating to all
the changes that were occurring as the NHS developed. Brenda ended her career as a
Senior Support Services Manager working mainly at North Wing Hospital.
At her retirement in 1995, she was honoured by huge numbers of people from all walks
of hospital life for her long and valuable service to the NHS and her community.
After she retired Brenda continued her community work by volunteering at St John's
Hospice Moggerhanger one afternoon a week for about 10 years.
As a young girl, Brenda had been a very active member of the Campaigners
(Campaigners is an agency for Christian Mission, organised for and by children and young
people. Their primary objective is to share the Christian Gospel and to help children and
young people discover and develop a personal living faith in Jesus Christ.)
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Photos show how Brenda used to play the drum in Campaigner's uniform at
Remembrance parades along the embankment with many other uniformed
organisations. With the Campaigners she enjoyed her travels around the UK and Europe.
In her 20s Brenda attended the Keswick Convention on a number of occasions. The
convention in those days ran for one week during July and the purpose was ‘the
promotion of Scriptural, practical and personal holiness of living’. Recently, when Tom
sent Brenda a ‘WhatsApp’ photo of him at the summit of Scafell it emerged that one year
at the Convention she and some friends decided to climb Scafell at sunrise. They got
halfway up and realised that if they were to get back in time for breakfast they needed
to start the descent. Breakfast won!
In her late teens and twenties, Brenda played hockey for the ‘Shire Hall Team’ before
taking up bowls. She enjoyed the competitiveness and companionship which
accompanied her long involvement in bowls and she made some good and long-lasting
friends. She played at the National level and also umpired at the National level for 10
years.
Her keenness on bowls led to an invitation from Tom and Kate challenging her to have a
go at ten-pin bowling. Brenda thoroughly enjoyed the experience and beat them both
hollow. However this did lead to a whole series of following challenges to put Brenda or
the BAT as she was affectionately known to the test. I should explain that BAT (B.A.T.)
stands for Born Again Teenager as she was known in the Chapman family, as she would
give anything a try once!
Although Brenda never married she was never lonely for family. She became part of
many other people’s families including the Chapman family and the Cope family where
she was an adoptive grandmother to generations.
Brenda took on the job of taking Tom and Kate to school and never missed a concert or
prize giving for either of them and attended both of their Graduation ceremonies. She
would brave any weather to watch Kate rowing and she travelled with them to churches
around the East of England and Bath when Tom was taking part in Royal School of
Church Music courses.
For the last 28 years, Brenda spent Christmas with the Chapmans.
Brenda loved to travel all around the world to places such as Australia, Cyprus, Iceland
Italy and Canada to name but a few, but she was also quite happy to visit new
destinations within the British Isles.
Brenda was also very much a strong member of the church. She used to attend St.
Cuthbert’s and then St. Peter’s but as she approached retirement she thought it sensible
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to attend a church that she could walk to and so started to attend St. Mary’s here in
Goldington.
Here she was soon to be found in all sorts of places.
Until this year she sang in the choir, was assistant verger with Antony Collinson for
weddings and funerals and until a year ago organised the reading rota for our Sundays'
scriptures. She also co-ordinated the activities of the Women’s Fellowship.
She was Sarah’s (then the parish administrator) right-hand person helping her to run the
parish office, and as an aside we are still looking for a replacement administrator. She
was on the Parish and People editorial team and she also helped with church cleaning
and with making teas and coffees.
When I came to St. Mary’s Brenda was very much still a force to be reckoned with in a
lovely and reliable way and I enjoyed getting to know Brenda as a strong and loyal
servant to her faith and to this church.
We have had the privilege to conduct Brenda's funeral exactly as she planned it; she was
always that sort of organised person and had committed her funeral wishes to paper
several years ago before her last trip to Australia.
Brenda’s lifelong faith and its outworking are a tribute to her as a person and to the God
she served. This has been reflected in the hymns ‘Praise my Soul the king of heaven’,
‘Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son.’ And ‘O love that wilt not let me go’. And the
choir anthem she had sung so many times ‘Comfort, O Lord, the soul of Thy servant’.
And so I would like to turn briefly to the reading that Brenda has chosen, 2 Corinthians
4:13 - 5:1 – 6. She had noted it had to be the NRSV version. Do go home and read it again
in whatever version you prefer.
This is not one of the usual readings we hear at funerals but it speaks so much and was
so important to Brenda as she had chosen it.
The first thing that strikes me is the hope and certainty it contains.
—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us
with you into his presence.
It reaffirms our Easter Christian hope of Christs’ resurrection and ascension and God’s
total control. The one who raised Jesus will also raise us and bring us into His presence.
The reading acknowledges that this earthly body we all have will not last forever, that
this life is fleeting
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For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The life of eternity with God is Eternal.
We are encouraged in verse 17 to look past present trouble to future glory
“For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, 18 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot
be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.”
And so we hear in these words, Brenda’s faith, and I think in doing so she wants to
encourage us all, to look past the present, past what we can see with our eyes, to that
which cannot be seen or touched but is eternal. That is Brenda’s faith and in that faith,
we celebrate her life and look forward to meeting her when we rise again with the Saints
in Glory.
Amen.
This eulogy was given at Brenda’s funeral.



Official Launch of the SMART Bedford CRIB Appeal 2021/22
PLEASE help us to re-open the Prebend Centre in the New Year
We’ve had to suspend fundraising during the pandemic, but this week, as we
approach Christmas, we are back and actively asking for your support again!
SMART CJS is launching the annual SMART Bedford CRIB appeal. As is our
tradition, we are calling on local residents, groups and businesses to support
Bedford’s homeless throughout the cold winter months.
Our target is to raise £50k in order to re-open the Prebend Centre in 2022 and
serve warm meals again and provide a welcoming space for those who are often
feeling isolated and alone. Many will know that we had to close the Prebend
Centre in March 2020 due to Government regulations as it was impossible to
create a compliant space with social distancing and one-way traffic in and out.
With restrictions lifted and refurbishment carried out, our aim is to start to
safely use the building again.
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With regular maintenance and repairs needed, it costs a six-figure sum every
year to run the Prebend Centre and we are reliant on donations and the support
of the community and local organisations. In these times of rising energy bills,
we need people’s help and kindness more than ever.

You may have noticed we conducted a feedback survey asking our supporters
and vulnerable people in Bedford what would be most needed if we opened the
Prebend Centre again. Receiving hot meals and having a safe place to rest and
connect came top of the list!
Please make a donation so that we can re- open the Prebend Centre and
continue to provide support, compassion and hope to Bedford’s homeless this
winter.

Please help us to help others.
Heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support and encouragement,
Anita McCallum
Chief Executive Officer- SMART CJS.
PLEASE DONATE NOW
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Here’s another page of hidden words just for fun - the last one
went down very well. In each of the twelve sentences below can be
found a book of the Bible. Enjoy!

When Petroc makes tea he
brews a good cuppa.

The cake was the tastiest her
mother had ever made.

Those amaryllis flowers are
fabulous!

Children! Please act
sensibly - NO running!
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Messy Church
October and
November 2021
The Messy Church Team was delighted to receive a grant of £250
from the Diocese of St Albans Reaching New People Team for
Autumn Messy Church Events.
In line with Covid secure requirements we had to work with a
maximum booking of 12 families and we were fortunate that both of
the events we ran in the Autumn were fully booked. Since then we
have built up during Covid a database of Messy Church, Diddy
Disciples and Baptism families and through publicity we were able
to fill all our places.
Halloween Christmas Crafts
On 24th October 2021 we welcomed
nearly 50 adults and children into our
Halloween Christmas Crafts event.
Children

and

adults carved
pumpkins with smiles and
crosses for eyes. Children also made
pumpkin
windsocks
and pumpkin
prayer cards. The children and
adults seemed to love the activities and
our wonderful Messy Church Team
worked with families on the crafts.
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Our worship focused on the light of Christ even at the darkest
times of the year and we all enjoyed singing ‘Shine Jesus Shine’
together.
The amazing Heather and Marcus produced 50 hot dogs in rolls
and cobweb soup for all the hungry participants and it was well
received!
Advent Crafts
On 21st November (the week before
Advent Sunday) we were again delighted
to welcome 26 children to the church
hall.
This time we focused on preparation for
Advent. The children made miniature
Advent wreaths from pipe cleaners.
I baked 120 different sized star biscuits and the children
seemed to really enjoy piping butter cream and decorating with
goodies on the biscuits. I’m not sure how many biscuits made it
home! Heather and Simon developed an Advent calendar journey
and the children enjoyed colouring and cutting this.
Again, Marcus and Heather were amazing and produced soup and
pizza for the group.
Our worship included singing the Advent Wreath song and lighting
the Advent Wreath from church.
STOP PRESS: We are in the process of planning our Spring
programme for Messy Church and we will publicize this via our
Messy Church email for more details please email:
messychurch1228@gmail.com and we would be delighted to add
you to our mailing list.
Cathy Sanderson
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On hopes for the future
So here we are with this new year
Our hopes are high but there is also fear.
We know for sure there will be Spring
But just getting there that’s the thing.
The skies are grey it seems always
We so prefer the sunny days.
We check on pots of bulbs we set
Looking to see if they are shooting yet.
O January, you are not our friend
With snow and ice that you do send
In year 22 we are hoping for
The chance to be as days of yore
We wait to see our snowdrops showing
Then we know everything is growing
Until that time though we keep our hopes high
Assured that sometime it will be July.
Anon.

INDOOR BOWLS
Indoor bowls will re-start after the Christmas
break on Wednesday, January 5th
Sessions start at 2.00 pm and end at 4.00 pm.
Do come along and try your hand. Everyone is
welcome whatever your bowling skills.
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Nature writing and the Bible
I was recently struck by a quote from the American author and
environmentalist, Bill McKibben. He described chapters 38 and 39
of Job as ‘the first great piece of modern nature writing’. As these
chapters are some of my favourite passages in the Bible, and I
also enjoy reading nature writing, I was curious to take a closer
look and see what might make Job 38-39 nature writing as we
understand it today.
There were four things that sprang out at me as I read.
Firstly, the chapters are vast in their scope. They cover the
weather, animals, birds, planets, stars, the seas and the earth’s
habitats. Understanding how interconnected things are is a
common theme in nature writing and here it serves as a reminder
that God is in control of all creation.
Secondly, there are precise descriptions of habitats and behaviour
– eagles nest on rocky crags, the ass lives in the salt lands of the
steppe and young lions crouch in their dens. Close observation is
used by many nature writers to help their readers see what they
see. In Job, the point is that God knows every living creature
intimately, understanding their niche in the natural world, and
provides for them.
Thirdly, these two chapters are filled with a sense of wonder. God
enables Job, and us, to see his creation afresh. The visual images
come thick and fast – from the storehouses of the snow and the
water jars of the heavens, to the binding of the chains of the
Pleiades and the imaginative entering into the worlds of different
creatures. For me this chimed with the way that nature writing
through the Covid-19 pandemic, especially in lockdown, has often
concentrated on showing us the familiar in new ways.
Lastly, human life can be glimpsed alongside through references to agriculture,
17 This reminds us that we are part
weaponry, music, dyes, clay seals and more.
of creation and that the resources we harness come from God. Understanding
our impact on the world and thinking about how we can live well alongside

Lastly, human life can be glimpsed alongside through references to
agriculture, weaponry, music, dyes, clay seals and more. This
reminds us that we are part of creation and that the resources we
harness come from God. Understanding our impact on the world
and thinking about how we can live well alongside nature are key
themes in contemporary nature writing, from debates about
rewilding to urban greening projects.
Three books lovers of nature writing might enjoy


Bob Gilbert’s ‘Ghost Trees. Nature and People in a London
Parish’ explores the urban parish of Poplar, combining
nature, local history and the rhythms of the church year.



‘Glimpses of Eden’ is a collection of pieces from Jonathan
Tulloch’s nature column in ‘The Tablet’. Organised by
season, each finishes with a one or two line reflection.
Perfect for dipping into.



In his introduction to ‘Behold the Lilies. Jesus and the
Contemplation of Nature’, H Paul Santmire writes that his
goal is to ‘entice you to contemplate nature, as I believe
Jesus would have us do.’ It’s a beautifully written, slim
volume of reflections, which mixes nature writing and
theology.

And do take some time to read Job 38-39 – it’s a wonderful section
of the Bible!
Shelly Dennison

18

I wanted to bring you up to speed with my situation, as things have changed
quite a bit. I am back in Musoma (an administrative town of Mara in Tanzania).
Benjamin, my neighbour, who is Head of Education in this region, spoke to
various people in government and has told me to resubmit my documents and
everything will be approved.
The Diocesan Link Officer, Arthur, also contacted both the Immigration Dept. and
the Labour Dept. in Mara and the message was very positive from both. The
message from President Samia, although not yet legislated, or even in writing, is
to approve applications for Work Permits and Residence Permits without the
usual inflexibility. In other words, to look to approve instead of to decline the
application. They’ve also revised the online system so that instead of having to
make two applications, one to Labour and one to Immigration, you make one
application which is viewed and approved by both. So, it seems that there will be
no obstacle to a fresh application, which is good news for all of us.
My secondment agreement to the Diocese of Mara expires in January and I
spoke to CMS and they have agreed to extend it in my current location.
I met with Bishop George, and he is delighted with the prospect that I can
remain in Mara and said that what he envisaged my role to be in the future was
to revitalise the Rehema Project, which I agree is sorely needed. He also wants
me to expand the MicroLoan programme I started in 2018, working closely with
Mother’s Union to assist the most marginalised women in the region. There will
be another role as well.
So, it seems, I am no longer packing up! I do need to return to South Africa
though and by God's grace will return to Tanzania probably at the end of
January, beginning of February.
Heather Johnstone
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The BFG in Pictures
Friday 7 January - Thursday
27 January
Come and see beautiful
reproductions of Quentin
Blake's illustrations from the
classic children's book by
Roald Dahl at this free
exhibition. We will be
announcing lots of fantastic
accompanying events soon, so
watch this space!
The BFG in Pictures is an
exhibition from House of
Illustration, curated by Quentin
Blake.
Prayer for a New Year
The World
Lord of the earth we stand on and the air we breathe, keep us in touch with
this wonderful planet we inhabit. May we be good stewards of what we have
been entrusted with and may all leaders and people in positions of power be
so inspired that the imbalances of this world may be addressed and justice
and freedom reign.
Father, the world you made is in such turmoil. Enter into the hearts of those
who create and cause the distress to so many people. We pray for peace
and a way forward for all those displaced and affected by these brutal
regimes. We give thanks for the peace-making efforts and those who are
there bringing aid and relief. Amen.
From St Mary’s book of Personal Prayers from the Congregation
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of
St Alban's diocese in our prayers
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Bishop of St Albans Naming of Jesus
Bishop of Bedford
Bishop of Hertford
Ampthill (Ampthill and Shefford)
Arlesey (Ampthill and Shefford)
Aspley Guise (Ampthill and Shefford)
Astwick (Ampthill and Shefford)
Barton-le-Cley (Ampthill and Shefford) The Baptism of Christ
Battlesden with Pottesgrove (Ampthill and Shefford)
Campton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Clifton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Clophill (Ampthill and Shefford
Eversholt (Ampthill and Shefford)
Flitton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Flitwick (Ampthill and Shefford)
Harlington (Ampthill and Shefford)
Haynes (Ampthill and Shefford)
Henlow (Ampthill and Shefford)
Hexton (Ampthill and Shefford)
Higham Gobion (Ampthill and Shefford)
Husborne Crawley (Ampthill and Shefford)
Langford (Ampthill and Shefford)
Maulden (Ampthill and Shefford)
Meppershall (Ampthill and Shefford)
Millbrook (Ampthill and Shefford) Conversion of Paul
Milton Bryan (Ampthill and Shefford)
Pulloxhill (Ampthill and Shefford)
Ridgmont (Ampthill and Shefford
Shefford (Ampthill and Shefford
Shillington and Gravenhurst (Ampthill and Shefford)
Silsoe (Ampthill and Shefford)
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CALENDAR, JANUARY 2022
Saturday

1

THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS

Sunday

2

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Thursday

6

THE EPIPHANY

Sunday

9

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
(THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY)

Monday

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645

Tuesday

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915

Wednesday

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167
Benedict Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, Scholar, 689

Thursday

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367
Kentigern, Missionary Bishop in Strathclyde and Cumbria, 603
George Fox, Founder of the Society of Friends (The Quakers, 1691)

Sunday

16 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Monday

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356
Charles Gore, Bishop,
Founder of the Community of the Resurrection, 1932

Tuesday

18 Amy Carmichael, founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship,
Spiritual Writer, 1951
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th - 25th

Wednesday

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095

Thursday

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349

Friday

21 Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304

Saturday

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon, first Martyr of Spain, 304

Sunday

23 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Monday

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622

Tuesday

25 THE CONVERSION OF PAUL

Wednesday

26 Timothy and Titus, Companons of Paul

Friday

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274

Sunday

30 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
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ST MARY’S DIRECTORY
Parochial Church Council Committees
Finance:
Richard Kirby
Pastoral:
Chris Jones
Property:
Chris Hjelt
Publicity:
Debbie Richardson
Worship:
Cathy Sanderson

01234 266425
01234 959952
01234 402465
01234 313304
07870 679699

Music at St Mary’s
Organist:
Keyboard:
Choir:
First Sunday:

Vacant
Jane Davey
Sarah Collinson
Vacant

01234 360851
01234 262123

Bellringers
Tower Captain:

Jenny Thompson

01234 216571

Church Services
Altar Servers:
Flowers:
Intercessions:
Lesson Readers:
Sacristans:
Verger:

Vacant
Sally Gilbert
Tim Hern
Mary Cope
Wendy & Bill Roffe
Antony Collinson

01234 266552
01234 317847
01234 343283
01234 342287
01234 262123

Social Groups
Catering Team:
Craft & Chat:
Indoor Bowls:
Ladies’ Breakfast:
Men’s Breakfast:
Knit & Natter:
Walking Group:

D Kirby & S Barker
Elaine Abraham
Dorothy Kirby
Chris Graham
Michael Barker
Elaine Abraham
Richard Kirby

01234 266425
01234 301181
01234 266425
01234 213501
01234 306139
01234 301181
01234 266425

Other useful Contacts
Archivist:
Sarah Collinson
Beavers:
David Batten
Children’s Society:
Christine Chapman
Church Library:
Susan Lane
First Aid:
Kate Groves
North Bedford Churches Together:
Colin Last
Guides:
Nesta Gedrych
Planned Giving:
Michael Barker
Signing Group:
Sue Lennon
Traidcraft:
Andrew & Shelly Dennison
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01234 262123
07523 215187
01234 342724
01234 404970
07814 264869
01234 356261
07708 954462
01234 306139
01234 407298
01234 217261

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S
SUNDAYS
First Sunday of the month only
8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
9.30 am Family Praise
Second Sunday of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion
with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing
(Common Worship)
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month
9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)
WEEKDAYS
Monday to Friday
9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Every Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
All our usual morning services have now resumed in line with Covid
recommendations but please see Pews News or our Facebook page for up to
date information.
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk

St Mary's Church, Goldington.
Registered Charity Number 1131568 - Home | Facebook

Editorial Team:
Proofreading:
Treasurer:

Sarah Collinson
Christopher Hjelt
Shelly Dennison
Mary Cope

Mary Everitt
Vacant

Please note that the deadline for the February issue is
Sunday, 2nd January.
The deadline for articles to be included in the March issue is
Sunday, 6th February.
Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to
parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the
editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.
Hand-written items are also accepted.
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