A Reader Writes
As I write this letter our Christmas Tree is being taken down, the Cards collected together,
the lights and the decorations are being put away for another year. Christmas is over; soon
baby Jesus will be wrapped up and stored away, the Wise Men and their exotic beasts put
into hibernation, the Shepherds put in boxes and tucked away. By the time you read this it
will be Candlemas, and February 14th will be Ash Wednesday and then we will be into
Lent.
The pace and vagaries of the Calendar the Christian Church follows is both a treasure and
a burden. It can sometimes leave us somewhat breathless with very little time to reflect
on where we are, who we are, and what is happening. This uncertainty leads us to feeling
lost, confused, perhaps, angry.
It is important, even necessary, for us as individuals and as followers of Christ to find a
little time and space amid our busy lives and crowded agendas to pray, to ponder the message of Jesus Christ, and how we can live and speak for Christ in the World today.
As I write, in my garden the Snowdrops are coming into flower – a little early I think –
these delicate little flowers associated with Candlemas herald the coming of Spring and
that the days are becoming brighter, warmer. Amid the cold and gloom of winter they
offer us a sign of new life, new hope.
After these 12 months without a Vicar and no response to our advert/profile for a new Incumbent we may be feeling a little tired, demoralized and asking the question what is going on? What can we do?
At a time such as this I would urge, encourage, you to Pray. Pray for those looking after St.
Mary's during the vacancy. Pray for those given the responsibility of finding, selecting and
welcoming a new Vicar. Pray that a suitable candidate may be encouraged to explore this
new opportunity. And Pray that when someone is appointed we do not present them with
a long list of things to be sorted. As a start I offer this prayer by Timothy Dudley-Smith.
Guide and direct O Lord, the minds of all those
who work for the Church at this time.
Restore our faith and vision,
Renew our energies and love,
Revive your people to new life and power.
So, may we live and speak for Christ before the World
He came to save, and advance His Kingdom
for His Honour and Glory. Amen.
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