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We wish all our readers a very happy Easter 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Our Vicar writes 

Easter 

 

As we come to celebrate Easter this year, we find ourselves in yet another 
fine mess. This fine mess is certainly more of human making than the last, 
but that brings little comfort. And yet this is not the first Easter or the last 
where the world will find itself in troubles of its own. I feel fairly certain 
that if we looked at each year in history, no two Easters would ever have 
been the same. 

And yet at the same time, there is a consistency of Easter, as the same 
message is proclaimed. The message that God so loved the world that He 
gave His only son, so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.  
And that Jesus’ resurrection on that first Easter morn was the proof of this 
promise. That death, our final enemy, had been defeated and that God’s 
Kingdom of peace was being ushered in. 

In the current situation, we find ourselves still in that ‘being ushered in’ 
stage.  It clearly hasn’t fully arrived and yet we have the proof in the 
resurrection that it is on its way.  I was used to using the second world 
war analogy, that the D-Day landings signalled the end of the war but that 
it took many more months of fighting before the final peace came. 

As I write this, I have no idea what the situation will be in and around 
Ukraine at Easter.  I hope and pray that the war will be over and that the 
aggressors will have withdrawn and people start to return home to what 
has been left.  But for many that may be very little, if their house, their 
place of work has been bombed or shelled.  It is hard to imagine, what 
you do, if you house has been destroyed and there is no insurance pay out 
to come.  Or if your house is still standing, but the infrastructure has been 
removed, no water, no electricity, no internet.  

No supply chain for the shops, no customers for the factory goods, no 
crops growing because they were not planted in the spring. So no 
employment to bring in the money for food and essentials 

I fear that Easter in Ukraine and for its people will not be fun. And for the 
ordinary people of Russia, with high inflation, lack of trade and jobs, cut 
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off from the rest of the world. Life for the ordinary Russian will not be 
much fun either. Or for the Russian troops away from home, risking their 
life for a cause that they might not believe in, but have little choice but to 
face imprisonment or death if they don’t follow orders. 

Or we may find the war still going on, with a stalemate or ceasefire in 
place, or even Ukraine over run by Russia or the west having taken up full 
arms against Russia and God forbid, world war three has started. 
Although I guess in that case, we probably won’t be printing this month’s 
Parish and People! 

Many people are asking, where is God in all this?  And that is not a bad 
question to ask. 

At recent morning prayers we have been reading about God calling His 
people to be victorious vanquishers in a foreign country, driving out the 
Gentiles before them. 

We also read over the Easter period about the same nation themselves 
being subdued by a foreign power, the Romans.  God was with his people 
in victory, defeat and exile.  I do not go with both sides in a conflict 
claiming God is on their side, clearly this cannot be true in the sense of 
‘God is on my side so we will be victorious’.  But I do believe that God is 
on both sides with the poor, the hungry, the injured and deserted.  God is 
with the Russian Christians as much as the Ukrainians, as much as with us.   

He is the ever present God in the midst of human suffering and sin, and 
war is a great place for sin to thrive.  God doesn’t want war; Jesus knows 
from personal experience what it is to be a suffering servant.  To die at 
the hands of ones enemies’. 

And yet into a place of such conflict, Jesus came and was born into our 
human suffering and proclaimed peace.  Peace with God if not peace with 
each other.  And that gives me hope at this time.  That God is with all 
people in all conditions they find themselves.  The peace He declares is as 
much for the refugee as the soldier or relief worker.  As we seek earthly 
peace God comes and give heavenly peace to all human kind.   
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From the Registers 
 

We welcome those who have been baptised 

23
rd

 January 2022  Mia Ebonee Clarke 

6
th

 March   Alaina Lepore 
 

We remember those who have died  
 

14
th

 February 2022  Mary Templeton 

25
th

 February  Sheila Hardingham 

24
th

 February   Marjorie Ada Harvey 

 

11
th

 February 

The Rev’d Kenneth Mervyn Lancelot Hadfield Banting 

Vicar of Goldington 1979 - 1987 

And as we stand beside those who feel the fear and doubt as we do, may 
we continue to stand in faith and hope and love.  For without our faith 
and hope and love, we would find ourselves standing in the same place as 
others, but without the hope in faith and love we now have. 

So let us all look forward to our Easter celebrations, knowing that we can 
celebrate the God given peace in our hearts, in whatever situation we 
may find ourselves this year. 

May we this Easter all celebrate with the risen Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
the peace of God which passes all our understandings. 

Amen. 

Simon  
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As I had to watch last year’s service online it was a joy to be able to go 

down to Bunyan Meeting on Friday 4th March to take part in this year’s 

celebration. I cannot honestly say how many years I have been attending 

this annual event but I do remember when Daniel was at lower school 

peddling off to make sure I was in time for it. 

After all my time of reporting back about the far flung countries and  what 

we had learnt about them, this year service was prepared by the women of 

I know the plans  

I have for you 
 

World Day of Prayer     
A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL, MOVEMENT 
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England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The theme was based on a quotation 

from the Book of Jeremiah "I know the plans I have for you". Focusing on 

freedom, forgiveness, justice and peace we learnt how this promise can be 

a sign of hope for all people. 

Well over 40 of us listened as we were told we can rejoice that although 

our three countries have many things in common we are a diverse people. 

Over the years the British Isles has welcomed people from all corners of 

the Earth, some who chose to come and others, refugees fleeing from 

persecution in their own lands. We are keen to preserve the differences of 

language and culture. We rejoice in the variety of natural beauty found in 

our land, mountains, rolling downs and spectacular coastal scenery, many 

small islands as well as fertile fields and craggy moorland. 

After singing the hymn Thy hand, O God has guided, we listened to the 

passage the quotation came from, candles were lit and there was time for 

reflection. We heard from three women Lina, Natalie and Emily who each 

shared their story of hardship that was alleviated when God showed them 

His plan. 

We sang the hymn Longing for light and a song of thanksgiving before 

entering into a time of prayer followed by the hymn Make me a channel of 

your peace. After a prayer of dedication for the offering we ended the 

service in the time honoured way singing The day thou gavest Lord has 

ended prompting us to think of the many countries that the same service 

would be held in at some point during the day. 

We were all given a sunflower seed to plant and remember the service.  

Lots of delicious cakes were waiting after the service to go with the tea and 

coffee that was smilingly served. Most folk were soon enjoying these but I 

needed to be elsewhere.    

Mary Everitt. 
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Christian environmental organisations – who’s who? 
 
There are a number of Christian organisations working on the 
environment and climate change but who’s who and what do they all do? 
The six featured here are all non-denominational and work with churches 
and Christians in the UK. 

 

A Rocha UK 
A Rocha UK is part of the worldwide family of A 
Rocha organisations committed to nature 
conservation as an expression of Christian mission. 

They run a number of programmes, of which Eco Church is probably the most 
well known. Their Wild Christian community supports families and 
individuals, helping them to enjoy, nurture and defend nature in their own 
homes and communities, and by campaigning.  The Partners in Action 
network includes their own nature reserves, Foxearth Meadows and Wolf 
Fields, which are also demonstration sites to inspire and enable others to 
manage small or larger areas of land for the benefit of people and nature. 
https://arocha.org.uk/  
 

The John Ray Initiative  
JRI is an educational charity with a vision to bring 
together scientific and Christian understandings of the 
environment in a way that can be widely communicated and lead to effective 
action.  It runs the Christian Rural and Environmental Studies (CRES) course, 
which is a two year distance learning programme which provides an 
opportunity to study rural and environmental issues from a Christian 
viewpoint. It publishes regular Briefing Papers which provide information and 
commentary on a wide range of topics, as well as blog posts and book 
reviews. 
https://jri.org.uk/  
 

Operation Noah 

Operation Noah works to inspire action on 
the climate crisis. They run the Bright Now 

https://arocha.org.uk/
https://arocha.org.uk/
https://jri.org.uk/
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campaign which calls for churches to divest from fossil fuels. They also 
initiated the Climate Sunday programme which encourages churches to hold 
climate themed services, make commitments to take action and use their 
voice to campaign for stronger climate action.  
https://operationnoah.org/  

 

Green Christian 
Green Christian describe themselves 
as a community of ordinary 

Christians from all backgrounds and traditions seeking to relate living more 
sustainable lifestyles to their faith. They run the Joy in Enough programme 
which advocates for a fair and green economy.  Their Borrowed Time 
initiative focuses on pastoral care in a climate and ecological crisis. 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/  
 

Young Christian Climate Network 
YCCN an action-focused community of young Christians in the UK 
aged 18-30, pursuing climate justice. In 2020, YCCN organised a 
Relay pilgrimage to COP26, mobilising churches and individuals across the UK 
to walk and pray for climate justice. Their political focus was on climate 
finance: communicating through MPs, to demand that the UK government 
pushed for a COP that prioritised the financial needs of climate-vulnerable 
developing nations. 
https://www.yccn.uk/  

 

Tearfund 

Tearfund is a Christian charity with over 50 
years of experience in international development around the world. Their 
climate campaigning focuses on injustice, as the climate crisis is hitting the 
poorest people the hardest and threatens to push millions more into poverty. 
The Climate Emergency Toolkit provides a practical way for churches to 
respond to the climate crisis. They have also produced a series of films for 
small groups and you can sign up for SMS prayer updates straight to your 
phone. 
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-campaign  
Shelly Dennison  

https://operationnoah.org/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/
https://www.yccn.uk/
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-campaign
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-campaign


10 

 

 

 

 

Girl Guiding Long Service Awards 
 

It has long been a tradition in Girl Guiding to recognise the service given by its 

volunteers and this is done for 5, 10, 20 30, 40 and 50 years of service. It is 

known as ‘Valuing Our Volunteers’. 

                                                                                       
So it was then that on Saturday 6th November Kate Groves and I (Mary Cope) 

attended an event held at the Shuttleworth Collection Hub, each of us 

accompanied by our guest (a friend from within Girl Guiding). We took our seats 

at tables along with many other leaders who were due awards and waited our 

turn as the County Commissioner presented to each person certificates and 

brooches appropriate to the length of service given. 
 
 

Kate was presented with her award for 30 years as a Leader and was also 

awarded a Bedfordshire Brooch for all the work she has done training leaders in 

their First Aid qualification, both very well deserved.  

 

I was presented with an award for 50 years of service as a Leader and I received 

a bouquet of flowers in addition, hopefully equally well deserved. 
 
The presentations were followed by tea and cake and the chance to catch up 

with the other Leaders, many of whom we had not seen in some time due to 

Covid and Lockdowns! 
 
Kate’s time in Guiding began as a Guide at the age of 11, moving to Rangers at 

16. She then had a break but returned to be a Leader in Lancashire when her 

daughter joined Brownies. During her 30 years as a Leader she ran a Brownie 

Pack, was a District Commissioner, a First Aid Trainer and a Mentor to other 

Leaders in training. When she moved to Bedford she came to join us at our 

Brownie Pack at Christ Church in Goldington Road and continues to be a First Aid 

Trainer. 
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My time in Guiding began as a Brownie in Goldington (the old church hall!) I 

then moved on to Guides and at 16 began to train as a Leader with the 

Goldington Guide Company. I ran a Guide Unit in London for 3 years while 

training to be a teacher then I came back to Bedford and became the Leader at 

Christ Church Brownies in Goldington Road where I have been ever since. I have 

also been a Programme Trainer, a Mentor to Leaders in training and a District 

Commissioner. 

 
I think we both agree that our time in Girl Guiding has been very worthwhile, 

has given each of us many opportunities to help and support both girls and 

Leaders and we have made many good lifelong friends along the way. 

 
Mary Cope   
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My Reader 
Placement at 
Clapham 
 
As part of my Reader training, I 
spent four Sundays in January 
worshipping at Clapham Parish 
Church.  Due to Covid, the 
services at Clapham were not 
quite in the same pattern as they 
were pre-pandemic.  Their main 
service, which is non-Eucharist, is 
at 10am, and this was live on 
Zoom.  The music is provided by 
a small band with solo singer.   
On my first Sunday, I sat in the 
congregation and observed the 
differences between our two 
churches.  Clapham is an 
Evangelical church, with a more 
informal feel to its style of 
worship.  It has one large 
screen and several 
smaller ones, so there’s 
no need for hymn books 
and service books.  The 
music was a mixture of 
traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
and I enjoyed the 
variety. 
 
In addition to the 
Sundays, I also attended 

several weekday activities, some 
in-person and some on Zoom.  I 
took part in two online Bible 
Study evenings.  One session 
looked at Revelation 4 and 5, and 
the other session was a ‘whistle-
stop’ look at John 13 to the end.  
I also joined in with two Prayer 
Meetings on Zoom.  It was 30 
minutes of open prayer as 
anyone felt led.  It was a privilege 
to hear the prayer needs of that 
community and to pray for them 
as well. 
 
One of my favourite activities 
was ‘Time4You’, a session for 
mums after dropping their 
children off at school.  There was 
plenty of coffee/tea and 
homemade cake, then we did a 
craft activity, which on that 
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occasion, was candle-making.  
Leftover tealights were melted 
down and used to create new 
candles in small glass jars.  We 
added colour and scent too.  I 
made a yellow, vanilla-scented 
candle, which I was thrilled to 
take home.  Part of that session 
also included a time of prayer in 
a separate room, which I joined 
in with.  There was a lovely 
atmosphere in the group and lots 
of chat about the colour and 
scent of our candles. 
 
I accompanied Revd Liley to 
Ursula Taylor CofE School to 
watch him take a class assembly.  
Due to Covid, only one class was 
allowed in the hall, but they were 
such enthusiastic listeners to 
Revd Liley’s talk, that it was a joy 
to observe.  They sang a lively 
song at the end, complete with 
actions, which sent us on our 
way feeling uplifted.  Another 
group I tried was for seniors, 
called ‘New Horizons’ and we 
had a couple of hours playing 
board games in the church hall 
and chatting over refreshments, 
which was gentle and enjoyable.   
 
As well as observation, part of 
the Reader placement was to 

preach at a service and to lead a 
service.  I preached on the 
Wedding at Cana at the 8am BCP 
communion service on my 
second Sunday at Clapham.  I 
didn’t preach at one of the main 
10am services, as they were 
starting to watch the Alpha 
Course videos in place of a 
sermon, with discussion in small 
groups afterwards.  I found 
sharing our thoughts on the 
video stimulating.   
 
As my knowledge of different 
styles of worship has been 
limited in the past, it was 
enlightening to be part of an 
Evangelical church.  Although 
Covid meant they weren’t yet 
offering refreshments after 
church, everyone was very 
friendly and welcoming.  After 
four weeks there, I was sad to 
say goodbye but I came away 
with many good wishes and 
positive feedback.     
 
If you’d like to know more, 
please ask me any questions.  
I’ve learnt that we may worship 
differently, but God loves variety. 
 

Susan Lane 
Reader-in-Training 
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  HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 
 

Sunday 10th April - PALM SUNDAY 
9.30 am Parish Communion (CW) 
 

Monday 11th - Monday of Holy Week 
7.00 pm Compline & Address 
 

Tuesday 12th - Tuesday of Holy Week 
7.00 pm Compline & Address 
 

Wednesday 13th - Wednesday of Holy Week 
10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
7.00 pm Compline & Address 
 

Thursday 14th - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7.00 pm Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 

Friday 15th - GOOD FRIDAY 
10.00 am ‘Good morning, Good Friday’ – Messy Church 
2.00 pm Devotion 
 

Sunday 17th - EASTER DAY 
9.30 am Family Communion (CW) 
 
Please note there is no 8.00 am service on Easter Day. 
Details correct at time of going to press. 

 
 
 
We will again this year be selling tomato plants in aid 
of The Children’s Society.  Moneymaker (large) and 
Gardeners’ Delight (small) - £1 each. As things continue 
to be difficult due to Covid restrictions a home drop off 
service is again being offered.  Delivery is expected at 
the end of April/beginning of May. Please let Val 
Percival know if you would like any:- 
Tel/Text: 01234824240/07774701818, 

email: valandian58@btinternet.com. 

 

tel:01234824240
mailto:valandian58@btinternet.com
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Pancake Day - Messy 
Church 

On Sunday 27th February, the 

Messy Church Team welcomed 

nearly 30 children, their parents 

and quite a lot of grandparents to 

our Messy Church for Pancake Day. 

The children arrived and coloured 

the most colourful frying pan with 

felt tips that they could. We 

assembled the frying pans from paper plates and kitchen and toilet 

rolls. Then they made pancakes for 

racing with paper fans. 

Simon talked to the children about 

Shrove Tuesday and the origin of the 

name in language. We talked about 

the ingredients in pancakes. He 

talked about Pancake Day being the 

beginning of Lent and that in Lent we consider our lives and what is 

good and bad in them; and think 

about what we might change. When 

we toss pancakes he said, we think 

of our lives.  

Since the sun was shining, we went 

outside to have races with fake 
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pancakes in frying pans. The children competed in age groups. There 

were some very promising pancake racers! 

Then it was back inside for more 

crafts including making a craft with 

cake cases and googly eyes. The 

children also enjoyed spot the 

difference, word searches and 

drawing their favourite pancakes. 

We then had a worship spot where 

we watched a 2 minute video about Shrove Tuesday and Ash 

Wednesday. Followed by singing ‘If 

I were a butterfly’ with the actions 

and ‘Allelu, Alleulia’ with the two 

halves of the room competing to 

sing the loudest. We had a moment 

of silence to think of our lives and 

then we said the Grace together. 

We served plain and chocolate 

pancakes which the amazing Heather and Andy got warm and a choice 

of chocolate, strawberry and toffee 

sauce - they were very well received 

by hungry adults and children alike. 

If you would like to go on our mailing 

list to get details of our next events 

please email:  

messychurch1228@gmail.com 

  

mailto:messychurch1228@gmail.com
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Meet at St Mary’s Church Hall 
 

Meet donkeys and walk with them to Goldington 
Green 

Come in fancy dress – Bible characters or Easter 
bonnets 

 

Light refreshments at Holy Cross Church 
(Dietary alternatives can be arranged including gluten free, 

dairy free etc.) 

All are welcome for free family fun with shared 
refreshments 

A collection will be taken to support Donkeys in the 
Holy Land 

St. Mary the Virgin, Goldington. MK41 0AP 
Registered Charity No: 1131568 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
Walk with Donkeys 
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Enjoy a pre-Easter 

treat whilst raising 

funds and awareness 

for the work of 

Carers in 

Bedfordshire! 
 
 
 
 
 

There are several ways to obtain tickets for the concert with new methods and 

technology in lieu of handling cash and change. Tickets cost £12 (or £10 for 

concessions – over 65) - this includes a glass of wine or a soft drink and a cake 

served in the Large Hall after the performance. 

1. Via our new Online Shop (payment by bank card) for pickup at the front desk 

on your arrival for the performance: https://bmcstore.sumup.link/ 

2. Via Choristers: if you know one of the choir, you will be able to organise 

tickets directly with them. Please see Debbie and Andy Richardson 

3. Tickets are available at the front desk from 7pm on the evening of the concert 

with payment by bank card or cheque. 

4. You can reserve tickets for pickup on your arrival for the performance by 

emailing us: contact@bedfordmessiahchoir.org.uk 

5. Buy tickets in Bedford: 

• Bunyan Meeting Church Office, Mill Street, Bedford MK40 3EU 

• Frescoes Coffee House, 20 Mill Street, Bedford MK40 3HD 

https://bmcstore.sumup.link/
mailto:contact@bedfordmessiahchoir.org.uk
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A THOUGHT FOR EASTER SATURDAY by Rev. David Gregg 

“Here lies Martin Elgindrod.  

Have mercy on my soul O God,  
As I would do, if I were God  
And You were Martin Elgindrod.” 

o runs an old Scottish epitaph over a marble grave. It’s always interesting to 

read what is written on tombstones. There are several collections of amusing 

ones. I think my own favourites are “SEE!” (on the tomb of a notorious 

hypochondriac), and “WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT”, (on the 

headstone of an army officer, accidentally shot by his batman!) At my father’s 

funeral I mentioned one purportedly seen in St. Philip’s Cathedral churchyard in 

Birmingham. “HERE LIES A STOCKBROKER AND AN HONEST MAN.” My 

stockbroking father had said that the local joke was, “Who put them in 

together?” 

uring a staff coffee-break discussion, when working for the General Synod, 

about what we would like to see on our tombstones, the best was from an 

Anglo-Catholic monk, who came out with “Loved and Wanted, but neither 

Idolized nor Indispensable!” Put on the spot, I came up with what I hoped was a 

fairly modest “He did what he could.” (When I told my wife about this later, she 

said, “If have anything to do with it, it will have to say, ‘He did what he had to’!) 

ut there is one epitaph that we cannot read on a stone over a corpse’s 

grave. The ‘Epitaph’ is for the Lord Jesus Christ, and according to the Gospel 

account, it says, “HE IS NOT HERE — HE IS RISEN.” It was spoken at the empty 

tomb, by an angel, to Jesus’ first followers. (Matthew ch. 28:6). No-one knows 

the exact site of the place where Jesus’ body lay, but everyone knows that 

millions of His followers come together on the first day of every week, to 

commemorate His sacrifice of Himself on the cross, and to celebrate His victory 

over sin and evil and death. What a wonderful blessing for all of us who can 

respond to His “epitaph” Sunday by Sunday, and especially on Easter Day. 

S 

D 

B 
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The Queen’s Green Canopy  - expanding!  

 

In addition to the row of trees recently planted in the paddock to 

celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of HM the Queen, further tree planting 

took place in our church grounds. 

Led by Colin Last, our Churchwarden and Environmental Officer, a group 

of volunteers planted a cluster of trees as well as flowers. The trees are 

located to the southwest of the church, close to the footpath running 

alongside Church Lane. The trees were received free from Bedford 

Borough Council and consist of Hawthorn, Hazel and Dogwood, 4 

plantings of each.  

Wild flowers - Foxglove, Primrose and Cowslip - were planted in the 

South-East corner of the church yard, and more flowers elsewhere.  

The weather was bright and perfect for the occasion. I greatly enjoyed the 

exercise and fresh air. Colin has further plans for improvement of our 

churchyard environment, please join us!  

Chris Hjelt  

 
Work Party 12

th
 March Tree Planting  

Work Party 12
th

 March Wild Flower Planting  
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Tree Planting in the Paddock  

6
th

 March 
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At St Mary’s Church Hall 

Friday 15th April 2022 

10.00 am to 12 noon 

Easter crafts and activities – and some surprises too! 
Refreshments: Hot cross buns and drinks 

(Dietary alternatives can be arranged including gluten free, dairy free 
etc.) 

All welcome for free family fun with activities and a shared 
snack - ideal for children at Primary School 

Priority book by Sunday 3rd April with dietary needs: 
messychurch1228@gmail.com 

St. Mary the Virgin, Goldington. MK41 0AP 
Registered Charity No: 1131568 
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A Seasonal Coffee Time Wordsquare 
 

R D L L F E I H T N E L 

E E A C F S Y E K N O D 

T N S R T P E T E R Y O 

S I T U R E N E D R A G 

A A S C R A N G E L D J 

E L U I Y R A G E N I V 

L K P F E E E S M A R Y 

P C P Y B S S C L I F E 

M O E O T U M M T L D X 

E C R O S S A L O I O N 

T T N E M D N A M M O C 

K E J O H N A P B S G N 

            

 

ANGEL EASTER LENT ROBE 

ASS EGGS LIFE SPEAR 

COCK GARDENER LORD STONE 

COMMANDMENT GOD MARY TEMPLE 

CROSS GOOD FRIDAY NAIL THIEF 

CRUCIFY JESUS PALM TOMB 

DENIAL JOHN PETER VINEGAR 

DONKEY LAST SUPPER RESURRECTION   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We’d like to make the June issue of Parish & People a special 

Platinum Jubilee Edition. Do you have any memories of the 

coronation or the silver, golden or diamond Jubilees that you 

could share? Any pictures would be very welcome. You don’t 

need to write an article just a few sentences about a particular 

memory. If you’d like to chat to the team about something 

you’d like included or have something to contribute then 

contact us at parishandpeople@gmail.com   

The closing date for items is May 1
st
.  Editorial Team 

mailto:parishandpeople@gmail.com
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of  
St Alban's diocese in our prayers 
 

1st April Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee 
2nd April  Diocesan Board of Education  
3rd April  Fresh Expressions, Passion Sunday 
4th April Biggleswade Cople  
5th April Biggleswade Dunton  
6th April Biggleswade Eaton Socon  
7th April Biggleswade Eyeworth  
8th April Biggleswade Great Barford  
9th April Biggleswade Moggerhanger  
10th April Biggleswade Northill  
11th April Biggleswade Old Warden  
12th April Biggleswade Potton  
13th April Biggleswade Roxton  
14th April Biggleswade Sandy, Maundy Thursday 
15th April Biggleswade Sutton, Good Friday 
16th April Biggleswade Tempsford with Little Barford  
17th April Biggleswade Willington  
18th April Biggleswade Wrestlingworth, Easter Monday 
19th April Bishop's Stortford Albury, Easter Tuesday 
20th April Bishop's Stortford Bishop’s Stortford, Easter Wednesday 
21st April Bishop's Stortford Bishop’s Stortford, Holy Trinity, Easter Thursday 
22nd April Bishop's Stortford Braughing, Easter Friday 
23rd April Bishop's Stortford Furneux Pelham, Easter Saturday 
24th April Bishop's Stortford Gilston with Eastwick  
25th April Bishop's Stortford High Wych, St James  
26th April Bishop's Stortford Hockerill, All Saints  
27th April Bishop's Stortford Little Hadham  
28th April Bishop's Stortford Much  
29th April Bishop's Stortford The Mundens   
30th April Bishop's Stortford Sacombe  
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CALENDAR, APRIL 2021 
 

Friday 1 Frederic Denison Maurice, Priest, Teacher, 1872 

Sunday 3 THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (PASSIONTIDE BEGINS) 

Saturday 9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, Martyr, 1945 

Sunday 10 PALM SUNDAY  

Monday 11 MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Tuesday  12 TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Wednesday 13 WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Thursday  14 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Friday 15 GOOD FRIDAY 

Saturday 16 EASTER EVE 

Sunday 17 EASTER DAY 

Monday 18 MONDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Tuesday 19 TUESDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Wednesday 20 WEDNESDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Thursday 21 THURSDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Friday 22 FRIDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Saturday 23 SATURDAY OF EASTER WEEK 

Sunday 24 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Monday  25 MARK THE EVANGELIST  

Tuesday 26 GEORGE, MARTYR, PATRON OF ENGLAND, C. 304 

Wednesday  27 Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894 

Thursday  28 Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South Pacific, 1841 

Friday  29 Catherine of Siena, Teacher, 1380  

Saturday  30 Pandita Mary Ramabai, Translator of the Scriptures, 1922  
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Parochial Church Council Committees 

 Finance: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
 Pastoral: Chris Jones   01234 959952 
 Property:  Chris Hjelt   01234 402465 
 Publicity: Debbie Richardson  01234 313304  
 Worship: Cathy Sanderson   07870 679699 

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Keyboard: Jane Davey   01234 360851 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
 First Sunday: Vacant     

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Jenny Thompson   01234 216571 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Vacant     
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern    01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 
Sacristans:  Vacant 

 Verger:  Antony Collinson    01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker  01234 266425 
 Craft & Chat: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby   01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham    01234 213501 
Men’s Breakfast:  Michael Barker   01234 306139 
  Russell Bloom   01234 310051 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson    01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman  01234 342724 
Church Library:  Susan Lane   01234 404970  
First Aid: Kate Groves   07814 264869 
North Bedford Churches Together:  
  Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:       07708 954462 
Planned Giving Vacant 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 

Traidcraft:  Andrew & Shelly Dennison  01234 217261 

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 
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SUNDAYS 
 

First Sunday of the month only 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 
 

Second Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
    

  

WEEKDAYS 
  
 

Monday to Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 

Every Wednesday 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 
 

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 
 
 

 
www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Editorial Team: Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 

   Christopher Hjelt Vacant 
 

Proofreading: Shelly Dennison      
 

Treasurer:  Mary Cope 
 

Please note that the deadline for the May issue is  

Sunday, 3rd April.  

The deadline for articles to be included in the June issue is  

Sunday, 1st May.  
 

Articles, where possible, should be sent by e-mail to  

parishandpeople@gmail.com or submitted to one of the  

editorial team on a memory stick accompanied by hard copy.   

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 


